
Retreat
2015

Literacy

hJune 9-10
French Lick, Indiana hJune 16-17

Chicago, Illinois hJune 23-24
Middlebury, Indiana

By Smekens Education

“I’ve apparently become a Smekens junkie.  

I can’t imagine starting my school year without 

the knowledge I gain each summer.” ~ H. Tornquist
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The Literacy Retreat is a professional 
“getaway” for teachers…a time to rethink 
and recharge…a chance to learn from 
experts who are passionate about teaching 
reading and writing. But what makes this 
sell-out event worth your time and money? 

Pick your destination
This year’s Literacy Retreat will again be offered at three unique venues,  
perfectly suited for offering a balance of learning, relaxation, and fun. The  
French Lick Springs Hotel (June 9-10) is located in the rolling hills of southern 
Indiana. Drury Lane Theatre & Conference Center (June 16-17) is conveniently 
located in Chicago’s western suburbs. The Essenhaus Inn (June 23-24) is 
situated in the heart of Amish country in north central Indiana.

MIDDLEBURY
ChICAgo

FRENCh   
    LICK

I L L I N o I s I N D I A N A

“Wow! I was blown away by the plethora of relevant and 

vital literacy topics covered in the two dynamic days 

of learning! Smekens Literacy Retreat was the literacy 

teacher’s oasis I had dreamed of!” ~ M. Connelly

A

like no other
getaway event

It’s PRACTICAL, RELEVANT, & INSPIRING!
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RechargeRelax

Kristina Smekens  
A highly sought after speaker and 
author,  Kristina has been motivating 
and educating teachers for more than a 
decade. As president and lead consultant 
for smekens Education, she is known for 
developing cutting-edge strategies to 
deliver researched best practices in reading 
and writing. Thousands of teachers across 
the K-12 spectrum have benefited from her 
practical, ready-to-use ideas. Kristina will 
lead six of the eight sessions during this 
year’s Literacy Retreat. 

About The presenters...

Kristina Smekens
featured presenter

Courtney Gordon
A dynamic speaker and passionate 
teacher, Courtney is a full-time literacy 
consultant for smekens Education. she will 
lead the “Teaching academic vocabulary 
with six interactive strategies” session 
during Day 1 of the Retreat. 

An expert in helping teachers implement 
a balanced literacy approach, Kristi is a 
full-time literacy consultant for smekens 
Education. she will lead a session on Day 2 
of the Retreat entitled, “Differentiating to 
support English language learners.”

Kristi McCullough

Dear Colleague,
Each year I get pumped up about preparing for a 

brand new lineup of topics to present at our K-12 Literacy 

Retreat. This year is no different. 

over the course of two full days, my team and I will 

present eight unique sessions that are loaded with ready-to-

use strategies and resources for teaching reading 

and writing.

Again this year we will unveil new ways to help students 

work with text, whether they be in kindergarten, middle 

school content areas, or AP English. While all the session 

topics may be universal, we take special care to make sure 

attendees leave with strategies that apply to their unique 

grade or subject. 

And, as always, every session during the Retreat is tied 

together by the standards for College & Career Readiness.  

The only thing better than spending two days learning 

rich new content is doing so in an atmosphere that is 

both relaxing and fun. The laid-back and elegant ambience 

of our three venues provides the perfect backdrop for you to 

relax and recharge before gearing up for another new 

school year. 

so pull out your calendar now, decide which location 

works best for you, and then sign up! our Literacy 
Retreat has sold out every year for the past 

nine years, and with our lineup of topics, we expect for this 

year’s event to be even more popular than previous years.

I hope to see you this summer at one of our three 

locations!

“Kristina is an inspiration who speaks our language 

and knows our struggles and challenges.” ~ B. Mouw

Retreat
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location
Pick a

Book early –  

rooms fill up !

French Lick  
SpringS hoTeL

Established in the mid 1800s, French Lick springs hotel attracted guests from around 
the world to experience the “miracle waters” of its nearby sulfur springs. Now this classic 
hotel and its beautiful gardens have been restored to their famed charm and grandeur. 

WoRkSHoP RATE: 
Monday & Tuesday nights
Double rooms: $159/night
State and local taxes (cur-
rently 11%) are additional.
Make your reservation by 

May 8, 2015 to take advan-
tage of the reduced room 
rate. 
To RESERVE youR 
Room: Call (888) 936-9360. 
Then provide the group 

code, 0615sME. 
WHEN bookING oNLINE:  
www.frenchlick.com/hotels/
frenchlick
Use code 0615sME.

June 9-10, 2015
French Lick, Indiana

Drury LAne 
conFerence cenTer

home to one of the area’s premier theatres, the Drury Lane Conference Center is 
conveniently located in Chicago’s western suburbs. The conference hotel, the hilton 
Chicago/oak Brook suites, is just a few steps from the Drury Lane Conference Center. 

CoNFERENCE HoTEL: 
hilton Chicago/oak Brook suites
Monday & Tuesday nights
single: $145/night Double: $145/night
Triple: $155/night Quad: $165/night
State and local taxes (currently 20.25%) are ad-
ditional.

To RESERVE youR Room:
Call (630) 941-0100 (ext.1). Then provide 
the group name, sMEK. 
WHEN bookING oNLINE:  
www.hilton.com 
select the hilton Chicago/oak Brook 
suites and use group code sMEK to re-
ceive the discounted rate.

June 16-17, 2015
Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois

eSSenhAuS inn & 
conFerence cenTer

WoRkSHoP RATE: 
Monday & Tuesday nights
standard rooms for 1 or 2 guests: $105/night
3 guests: $115/night
4 guests: $125/night

Balcony rooms for 1 or 2 guests: $125/night
3 guests: $135/night
4 guests: $155/night

guests rave about the Essenhaus Inn & Conference Center where they enjoy old-
fashioned quality with all the modern conveniences. Unique decor reflecting the local 
culture adds to the comfort and hospitality you expect in Amish Country. 

State and local taxes (currently 12%) are additional.
Make your reservation by May 21, 2015 to take advantage of the reduced room rate. 

June 23-24, 2015
Middlebury, Indiana
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At the conclusion of the last session on 
Wednesday, every attendee gets to take 
home two free books selected from 
those featured during the final session.

smekenizedPrepare to be
What to expect at this 2-day getaway

There’s nothing boring about the Literacy Retreat! Kristina 
smekens and her team of presenters cultivate two days 
of enthusiasm by bringing life (and even some laughs) 
to research-based strategies for teaching reading and 
writing.

Retreat participants receive a full color portfolio packed 
with ready-to-use strategies, blackline masters, and other 
resources. Printed on loose-leaf paper and tucked into a 
unique file folder for each session, every handout in “the 
packet” is designed for easy use and organization after the 
workshop.

In addition to the handout for each session, attendees 
are also given access to the Retreat’s “secret website.”  This 
password-protected area of the smekens website features 
additional resources to accompany each session, including 
PowerPoint and smart Board documents, Web links, and 
more. Access to the “secret site” never expires, allowing 
teachers to utilize the resources for years to come. 

Each Retreat attendee receives a certificate 
of participation acknowledging time spent 
in professional development. With prior 
approval from the attendee’s school 
district, participants will receive credit for 
11 hours of professional development for 
attending the Literacy Retreat.

For an additional fee, attendees may apply 
the 11 hours of training earned during 
the Literacy Retreat toward one hour of 
graduate credit from Madonna University.  
(A total of 15 hours is required for credit. 
Additional options to achieve the total 
required hours will be outlined during 
the Retreat.) 

The pAckeT

Teachers always look forward 
to browsing the wide selection 
of professional books, picture 
books, and other resources 
available on site from The 

Literacy Store.  Again this year, Retreat 
attendees will enjoy a 15% discount on all 
in-stock titles. For an advance look at what 
The Literacy store has to offer, visit  
www.TheLiteracystore.com.

On-Site Bookstore!

Free Books!

“Smekens has a wonderful way of presenting  materials to a K-12 audience so that it’s ALL applicable! ... and fun!” ~ E. Glentzer

DigiTAL reSourceS

high-energy SeSSionS

conTinuing eDucATion

During the Literacy Retreat, no session 
is complete without everyone getting 
a prize! (Receive free gifts with an 
instructional purpose!)

Prizes for all!
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June 9 @ French Lick SpringS hoTeL

June 16 @ Drury LAne
June 23 @ eSSenhAuS inn

8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.
Continental breakfast & lunch buffet included

Who 
should 

attend?

k-6 Classroom 

Teachers

k-12 Special 
Education Teachers

Literacy Coaches 

6-12 Language Arts, 

Social Studies, & 

Science Teachers 

Title I Teachers

ELL Teachers

Literacy Coordinators

k-12 Gifted & 
Talented Teachers 

k-12 Principals & 

Assistant Principals

SeSSion 1
Achieving 
complex thinking 
during reading
PREsENTER: KRIsTINA sMEKENs

There has been much talk about 
raising the complexity of the texts students are reading. 
however, rigorous reading isn’t just about the text 
selection. It’s also about targeting multi-faceted, deep 
thinking during reading.  

LEARN HoW To:
• Determine the potential “struggle points” of 
challenging texts.

• Provide appropriate scaffolding & instruction to 
guide students to deep understanding of the text.

• Teach students ways to track and annotate the  
journey of their thinking while reading.

SeSSion 2
Executing complex tasks 
after reading
PREsENTER: KRIsTINA sMEKENs

After reading challenging texts, students need to be able 
to do something with what they read and learned. More 
than simply summarizing the text, students need to 
develop their analytic writing skills. 

LEARN HoW To:
• Identify various complex-writing tasks that produce 
an informative or argumentative response.

• Break down the skills necessary to produce 
evidence-based responses.

• Provide instruction on how to synthesize ideas 
across multiple texts.

DAy 1
TueSDAy

SeSSion 3
building stronger 
beginnings & endings
PREsENTER: KRIsTINA sMEKENs

students often jump right into the body of their 
writing, with hardly a thought about the purpose of the 
introduction or the significance of the conclusion. Thus, 
they need explicit instruction on beginnings and endings.

SeSSion 4
Teaching academic vocabulary 
with six interactive strategies
PREsENTER: CoURTNEY goRDoN

Marzano’s “six step Process” for teaching academic 
vocabulary isn’t new, but keeping the process fresh 
and creative can be a challenge. In this session, 
teachers experiment with six new strategies for 
spiraling through vocabulary instruction.

LEARN HoW To:
• Target each of the six steps of vocabulary 
instruction with new grade-level appropriate 
strategies.

• Adapt vocabulary strategies for successful  
implementation in the classroom.

LEARN HoW To:
• Convey the purpose & 

function of different types of 
beginnings and endings.

• Identify the necessary ingredients 
for beginnings and endings within 

different modes—argumentative, 
informative, narrative.

• Advance students from safe & solid to 
sophisticated & powerful writing.
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SeSSion 5
Differentiating to support English 
language learners
PREsENTER: KRIsTI McCULLoUgh

Most ELLs already learned a language—it just wasn’t 
English.  This session includes practical strategies for the 
general education teacher to more quickly bridge the 
communication gap. 

LEARN HoW To:
• Make frequent connections from known to new  
information.

• Honor the importance of text selection and  
purposeful conversations.

• Recognize how the same routines that benefit ELLs 
also benefit native English students.

SeSSion 6
Inferring ideas from  
visual & multimodal texts
PREsENTER: KRIsTINA sMEKENs

There is a lot of attention given to acquiring devices 
and creating products with technology. however, 
there should be equal attention devoted to teaching 
students how to infer messages from visual and  
multimodal texts.

LEARN HoW To:
• Identify the noteworthy characteristics of diverse 
visuals from literature and informational text.

• Teach students how to extract meaning and record 
notes from visuals.

• Look beyond the surface message and notice how 
words and images influence or persuade the reader.  

DAy 2
weDneSDAy

SeSSion 7
Revitalizing the writing process
PREsENTER: KRIsTINA sMEKENs

To be college and career ready, students need to 
participate in the writing process routinely. however, 
this doesn’t always have to be a long and arduous 
progression from pre-writing to publishing.  

LEARN HoW To:
• Apply abbreviated planning, drafting, revising, 
editing, and publishing techniques. 

• Recognize the increased writing expectations at 
each subsequent grade level.

• Incorporate peer and self-revision strategies that 
foster students’ abilities to strengthen their own 
writing. 

SeSSion 8
using mentor text to 
teach sentence variety
PREsENTER: KRIsTINA sMEKENs

In addition to reading challenging text, we also expect 
students to generate more sophisticated writing. 
however, these objectives don’t have to be separated. 
Utilize the complex sentence structures from the 
reading as mentor text to teach the writing. 

LEARN HoW To:
• Identify powerful mentor text excerpts to use 
within writing mini-lessons.

• Infer author intentions behind their choices of 
sentence type, length, and structure.

• Teach students to mimic sentence-writing skills 
illustrated in mentor texts.

“This was by far one of the most entertaining  professional developments. It was a combination of  a literacy conference and the Oprah Show!” ~ L. Janusz

June 10 @ French Lick SpringS hoTeL
June 17 @ Drury LAne

June 24 @ eSSenhAuS inn

8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.
Continental breakfast & lunch buffet included
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Cancellations occurring 
10 days or more prior 
to the workshop will 
result in a refund, 
minus a $50 service fee. 
Cancellations occuring 
less than 10 days prior 
to the workshop do not 
qualify for any refund. 
substitutions may occur 
at any time.

Save 10% — 
Bring a Team
When you bring a team 
of 10 or more paid 
attendees, we will reduce 
the registration fee by 10%. 
Contact our office to make 
arrangements for team 
registration.  

“This is a  

‘Top 10 things 
you must attend’ as 
an educator. You will 
leave with so much 
knowledge and be 
inspired to step up 
your game!”  
~B. Ruter

Cost-saving options

Cancellations & 
Substitutions

RegistRation

2. Complete the registration form below.

Name:        

home address:      

City/state/Zip:     

home phone:      

school name:

school address:      

City/state/Zip:

school phone:      

Title:          grade level:

Primary email:     

FOUR WAYS TO REGISTER:

ONLINE: 
www.smekensEducation.com

PHONE: 
(888) 376-0448

FAX:
(888) 376-0489

MAIL:
smekens Education 

P.o. Box 332 
Warren, IN 46792       

1. select the appropriate location:

FRENcH LIck
 June 9-10, 2015

French Lick springs hotel
8670 West state Road 56
French Lick, IN 47432 
www.frenchlick.com

MIddLEBURY
 June 23-24, 2015

Essenhaus Inn & Conference Center 
240 U.s. 20 
Middlebury, IN 46540 
www.essenhaus.com

cHIcAGO
 June 16-17, 2015

Drury Lane Conference Center 
100 Drury Lane 
oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 
www.drurylaneoakbrook.com

3. Provide payment information in the space below.

REGISTRATION FEES:
 $434 
PAYMENT: 
 Check made payable to smekens Education solutions, Inc.
 Purchase order attached (#_________________________________________) 
Charge to:   Visa   Master Card   Discover

Card Number Expiration Date

Authorized signature: X

Cardholder’s name (PLEAsE PRINT): 

ToTAL 
Amount Due:

$

SeSSion Full


