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This is the 
best event I’ve 
attended in my 

Ready-to-use 
strategies!  
Multiple 
eye-opening  
comments! 
Validation!

~ B. Johnson

Energy!

Enjoyable,  
fun, useful,  
practical, 
super!

~B. Valentine

Excellent!
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Kristina Smekens 

Each year I get pumped up about a brand new lineup of 

topics to present at our Literacy Retreat. This year is no different. 

Over the course of two full days, I will present six unique 

sessions that are loaded with ready-to-use strategies and 

resources for teaching reading and writing.

Again this year, our content for the Retreat will focus on topics 

that are relevant for virtually every teacher on the literacy 

spectrum, whether they teach second graders or seniors. And, as 

always, all Retreat content is tied together by the standards for 

College & Career Readiness. 

While all the session topics apply to a broad grade range, 

I take special care to make sure all attendees leave with ideas 

applicable to their unique grade levels and/or subject areas. 

The only thing better than spending two days learning rich 

new content is doing so in an atmosphere that is both relaxing 

and fun. The laid-back and comfortable ambiance of our three 

venues provides the perfect backdrop for you to relax and 

recharge before gearing up for a new school year. 

So pull out your calendar, decide which location works best 

for you, and sign up! I look forward to seeing you in June at one of 

our three locations!

Kristina Smekens
President & Lead Consultant
Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

We want to help you relax & recharge!

Meet the presenter

Kristina’s  
unending  
energy is  

~ K. Estes

contagious!

A full-time literacy consultant, Kristina has built a reputation for using 
enthusiasm, humor, and common sense to equip K-12 educators with 
practical, demystifying strategies for teaching reading and writing. 

As president and lead consultant for Smekens Education, Kristina 
is constantly developing new strategies to help teachers meet the 
demands of today’s College and Career-Ready Standards. She shares 
those strategies with teachers across the United States and beyond 
through on-site school trainings, regional seminars, and an always-
growing pool of print, digital, and video resources.

Kristina has a gift for making the complex seem simple— for 
showing teachers how to meet the needs of readers and writers by 
bridging the gap between education research and classroom-tested 
strategies that work. Well known for offering innovative ideas, Kristina 
has created more than 50 “Smekens Originals,” a compilation of books, 
guides, and classroom tools designed to help teachers implement best-
practice literacy strategies. Among the most popular of these resources 
are her best-selling books, Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades K-2, 
and Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3-12. 



What to expect at this 2-day getaway
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For over a decade, educators have been attending the Literacy Retreat to 
get an infusion of classroom-ready techniques for teaching reading and 
writing in grades 2-12. It’s during the Retreat that Kristina Smekens unveils 
her newest strategies for achieving best-practice literacy instruction.   

There’s nothing boring about the Literacy Retreat! Kristina Smekens will 
cultivate two days of enthusiasm by bringing life (and even some laughs)  
to her research-based literacy strategies.

Retreat participants receive a beautifully-designed full-color binder packed 
with ready-to-use strategies, blackline masters, and other resources. 

Beyond the binder, attendees are also given lifetime access to the Retreat’s 
“secret website.”  This password-protected area of the Smekens website 
features additional resources to accompany each session, including videos, 
PowerPoint and SmartBoard documents, Web links, and more. 

Literacy Retreat attendees are pampered and appreciated! Each day 
includes a complimentary hot breakfast, buffet lunch, and afternoon snack. 
Plus, our on-site staff make sure that chocolate is always within reach and 
note-taking supplies never run out. 

High-energy SESSIONS

Amazing materials

Special touches

Digital resources

Teachers always look forward to browsing the wide 
selection of professional books, picture books, and other 
resources available on site from The Literacy Store. Again 
this year, Retreat attendees will enjoy a 15% discount on 
all in-stock titles.  For an advance look at what The Literacy 
Store has to offer, visit www.TheLiteracyStore.com.

We like to keep our prizes and giveaways a secret 
until the “big reveal,” but we’ll tell you this much: every 
attendee will go home with at least one free book and 
ideas for how to use it!

During the Literacy Retreat, no session is complete 
without everyone getting a prize! (Who doesn’t love 
free gifts with an instructional purpose?)

Prizes for all!

free books!

on-site bookstore!

I felt like I was on 
Oprah’s Favorite 
Things show for 
teachers!  

~H. Gorr

WOW!

Who attends the Literacy Retreat?
2-6 General Education Teachers   2-12 Special Education Teachers  

Literacy Coaches  & Coordinators  6-12 Language Arts Teachers

6-12 Social Studies Teachers  6-12 Science Teachers

ELL Teachers      Title I Teachers    

Gifted and Talented Teachers  Principals & Assistant Principals 

WHO BENEFITS THE MOST? 
English/Language Arts teachers 
from grades 2-12!  

Innovative IDEAS



each and every 
time! Can’t wait
for 2017! 

~C. Kenney

IN AWE

DAY 1
Scaffold yearlong 

Frame ideas that are 

Build masterful on-screen readers

comprehension instruction

developed and organized 

Session 1

Session 2

Session 3

Students at every level need explicit, ongoing instruction that builds their comprehension skills. This type of 
standards-driven teaching is intended to equip students with the ability to analyze and understand all types 
of texts. In this session, you’ll learn to layer skills to develop readers who can track and summarize key details, 
visualize and question author craft, and connect and synthesize bigger ideas. 

n Understand the six core comprehension strategies and their sub-skills that readers must employ. 

n Build a scaffold of whole-class mini-lessons to deepen comprehension skills. 

n Learn how to blend explicit instruction and close-reading experiences into your yearlong curriculum.

Strong writing requires logical organization. While it’s tempting to achieve this with formulas and recipes, 
such tools typically produce repetitive and robotic writing. The secret lies in providing students with 
scaffolded support through writing frames. Well-executed frames produce unique and individual writing that 
also contains logical organization.

n Expect more than an introduction, body, and conclusion; teach how to organize ideas in the middle.

n Identify common frames and how to adapt them for various topics or genres.

n Model how to flesh out ideas and connect them within a frame.  

While educators have historically taught reading using paper, today’s students are encountering more and 
more digital media on tests. We need to acknowledge that these two mediums are different and require varied 
instruction. This session will identify skills to support students on standardized reading assessments, everyday 
classroom reading, and the real-world reading they will do on screens for years to come. 

n Acknowledge the paper-based reading strategies that don’t transfer to digital reading scenarios.

n Combat the comprehension breakdown associated with reading digital text.

n Overcome online distractions and push beyond surface skimming. 
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The whole
2 days 

~N. Hoffmeister
Rocked!

DAY 2
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Crack the code of 

Invigorate lessons 

Prepare argumentative thinkers

functional vocabulary

with tangible triggers

Session 4

Session 5

Session 6

One of the major shifts reflected in today’s standards has been the integration of more complex functional 
vocabulary. These more challenging words used within directions, questions, and prompts require that 
classroom instruction focus on more than just the content and concepts of each subject. Teachers must also 
decode the sophisticated discourse that appears in the after-reading tasks.

n Teach students to understand the expectations of the task.

n Identify functional words to be taught among the grade levels.

n Identify ways to incorporate this more sophisticated teacher talk into daily classroom routines.

Utilizing tangible “triggers” to teach abstract literacy concepts is an effective instructional strategy that also 
builds engagement during whole-class mini-lessons. However, triggers aren’t to be added simply to make 
learning more fun. By following specific steps, teachers can incorporate tangible objects to increase student 
learning and the transfer of essential reading and writing skills.

n Learn the process for developing strong analogies between literacy skills and everyday objects. 

n Participate in the generating of grade-appropriate triggers for various literacy skills. 

n Identify when and how a trigger should be referenced within the mini-lesson to best support student 
learning and skill transfer.

All grade levels should challenge students with age-appropriate topics that require them to take a stand 
based on evidence. This session will dissect the standards for the six elements of argumentative thinking 
and reveal strategies to develop students’ abilities from taking a position based on opinion to sharing an 
argument that is rooted in textual evidence. 

n Learn strategies for organizing your opinion, persuasive, and argumentative units to address the 
essential writing ingredients.

n Receive a scaffold of lessons that move students from all-about-me opinion writing to passionate 
persuasive writing to logical argumentative writing.

n Learn how to apply argumentative thinking when reading picture books, videos, cross-curriculum 
topics, informational texts, and more.



CONFERENCE HOTEL: 
Blue Gate Garden Inn

HOTEL AMENITIES:
From an expansive breakfast 

buffet to a new pool and hot tub, the Garden Inn 
has everything to make you feel at home. Rooms 
are available for groups and families of all sizes. All 
rooms come with TV(s), coffee maker, microwave, 
refrigerator, iron/ironing board, hair dryer, full 
length mirrors, and free Wi-Fi.

Established in 1845, the French Lick Springs Hotel blends its fascinating history 
with modern amenities and services. A full range of family-friendly activities and 
facilities make this world-class resort a true retreat from the daily hustle and bustle.

HOTEL AMENITIES:
This hotel has something everyone can enjoy  — whether it’s golf, spa, hiking, biking, 
swimming, tennis, or shopping. Each room is appointed with 720 thread-count 
sheets, a flat-screen TV, coffee maker, iron/ironing board, hair dryer, and free Wi-Fi.

WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Double rooms: $159/night
Add state and local taxes (currently 11%).
Published rates valid until May 5, 2017. 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (888) 936-9360. Then provide the group code 
“0617SEL.”

WHEN BOOKING ONLINE:  
www.frenchlick.com/hotels/frenchlick
Use code “0617SEL” to receive the discounted rate.

Drury Lane Conference Center
Home to one of the area’s premier theatres, the Drury Lane Conference Center is 
conveniently located in Chicago’s western suburbs. The conference hotel, the Hilton 
Chicago/Oak Brook Suites, is just a few steps from the Drury Lane Conference Center. 

CONFERENCE HOTEL: 
Hilton Chicago/Oak Brook Suites

HOTEL AMENITIES:
Every two-room suite features a large living room 
with a sofa bed and work desk, a separate bedroom 
with a king-size bed or two queen beds, an over-
sized bathroom, a wet bar with a refrigerator and 
microwave oven, and a coffee maker with compli-
mentary coffee and tea. These comforts, along with 
free Wi-Fi, a heated indoor pool, whirlpool, and 
fitness center make the Hilton Chicago/Oak Brook 
Suites an ideal retreat. 

WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Single: $149/night Double: $149/night
Triple: $159/night Quad: $169/night
State and local taxes (currently 20.25%) are additional.
Published rates valid until May 29, 2017. 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (630) 941-0100 (ext.1). Then provide the group 
name “Smekens Education Solutions.” 

WHEN BOOKING ONLINE:  
Visit www.SmekensEducation.com/ 
literacy-retreat-2017.html.

French Lick Springs hotel

WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Single or Double: $106.99/night
Triple/Quad: Add $10 per person
State and local taxes (currently 12%) are additional.
Published rates valid until May 12, 2017. 

Learn more about the Blue Gate Garden Inn:  
http://www.bluegategardeninn.com 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (800) 545-4725. Use group name “SMEKENS.” 
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Pick Destination

Shipshewana Event center
Situated in the heart of Amish Country, the Shipshewana Event Center is a centerpiece 
in this town that hosts nearly a half million visitors each year.  The newly-renovated 
conference hotel, Blue Gate Garden Inn, is located right beside the Event Center. 

June 6-7, 2017

June 13-14, 2017

June 20-21, 2017

FRENCH LICK, IN

SHIPSHEWANA, IN

CHICAGO / OAKBROOK TERRACE, IL

your
literacy retreat
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Cancellations occurring 10 
days or more prior to the 
workshop will result in a 
refund, minus a $50 service 
fee. Cancellations occurring 
less than 10 days prior to the 
workshop do not qualify for 
any refund. Substitutions may 
occur at any time.

Register early
Save an easy $30 by submitting 
your registration early. The 
deadline for the Early Bird 
discount is April 1, 2017.

Bring a Team 
When you bring a team of 3 
or more, we will reduce the 
registration fee by $9 per 
person. 

For groups of 10 or more, take 
10% off the registration fee. 

Contact our office to make 
arrangements for team 
registration.

Cost-saving 
options

Cancellations  
& Substitutions

Literacy Retreat  Registration

3. Provide payment information in the space below.

PAYMENT
 Check made payable to Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.
 Purchase Order attached (#_________________________________________) 

Charge to:   Visa   Master Card   Discover

Card Number Expiration Date

Authorized signature: X

Cardholder’s name (PLEASE PRINT):

TOTAL 
Amount Due:

REGISTRATION FEES 
Includes two days of engaging instruction, a packet of full-color materials, session prizes, breakfast 
and lunch both days, snacks, plus lifetime access to the “secret website” of digital resources.

 Early Bird Registration (Received by April 1, 2017) $449

 Standard Registration (Received after April 1, 2017) $479

Attending with a group of 3 or more? Reduce your fee by $9 per person.

OPTIONAL ADD-ONS
 Extra copy of the Retreat handout packet   $40

 On-site bookstore voucher.   $25   $50   $100   Other $______
(Pre-paid bookstore vouchers are given to attendees during on-site registration.)

ONLINE:
www.SmekensEducation.com

PHONE:
(888) 376-0448

FAX:
(888) 376-0489

MAIL:
Smekens Education
P.O. Box 332
Warren, IN 46792

Four ways 
to register

2. Complete the registration form below.

PERSONAL INFO
Name:        

Title:        Grade:

Home / cell phone:

Preferred email:     

Alternate email:

T-shirt size: (100% cotton)    Small     Medium    Large     X-Large    2XL     3XL 

Dietary restrictions: (Please list.)

Do you plan to secure overnight accommodations at the conference hotel?     YES     NO
(Don’t forget to make your reservations early! Lodging is not included in conference registration.)

SCHOOL INFO
School name:

School address:      

City/State/Zip:

School phone:

Principal’s name: 

1. Select the appropriate location:

French Lick, IN
 JUNE 6-7, 2017

Shipshewana, IN
 JUNE 13-14, 2017

Chicago, IL
 JUNE 20-21, 2017
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A professional “getaway” for teachers

IT’S PRACTICAL,  
RELEVANT, 

& INSPIRING!

EARN 11 HOURS!

Continuing ed

2 Full Days / 6 Sessions / Prizes / Books / Pampering!

June 6-7     French Lick  ⁄ June 13-14      Shipshewana  ⁄ June 20-21      Chicago

Retreat attendees will receive a completion 
certificate at the conclusion of the event to 
provide evidence of participation in 11 hours of 
professional development. 

FOR ILLINOIS TEACHERS: Thanks to a partnership 
with the Regional Office of Education #19, all 
Illinois teachers attending our June 20-21 session 
in Chicago are eligible to earn state-approved 
continuing education credit for 11 hours of training. 
Smekens Education is an approved subcontractor 
for ROE #19.

For an additional fee, attendees may secure three 
hours of nationally-accredited graduate credit from 
the Midwest Teachers Institute. These are non-
degree credits designed for professional certification 
renewals and salary step increases. (Check with your 
district for approval prior to making a commitment.) 

Midwest Teachers Institute (MTI)   
3 credits for $300

• Attendance at the Retreat, plus additional course 
work related to the Retreat, is required for credit.

• MTI has an exclusive agreement with Calumet 
College of St. Joseph (Whiting, IN) to provide 
teachers with an official transcript for completing 
course MTI 508. 

• Calumet College is nationally accredited by 
NCA, NCATE, and CAEP.

EARN 3 CREDITS!

Graduate Credit
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