
“This workshop was the 

best one I ever attended.  

I have so many new ideas 

to use. I can’t wait to get 

back to the classroom.  

I wish I had school 

tonight!” ~ D. Reese
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Dear Colleague,

Educators at every level acknowledge that effective vocabulary instruction is an 

essential part of helping students master today’s academic standards. 

Whether you teach elementary or high school, high ability or ELL, Marzano’s re-

search still holds true; providing students with multiple and varied exposures to key 

words is the best way to ensure that kids learn core academic vocabulary. 

I am excited to be leading a series of workshops this fall and winter where I will 

provide teachers with a full day of practical strategies for implementing an intention-

al and multifaceted approach to teaching vocabulary to a range of learners. 

Anchored in research and 

inspired by Kristina Smekens, the 

innovative strategies shared dur-

ing this workshop have already 

helped thousands of other educa-

tors strengthen their approach to 

teaching vocabulary.

After more than a dozen years 

leading my own classroom, I 

understand challenge involved in helping every 

student achieve an understanding of core academic vocabulary. And for me, it wasn’t 

until I learned the research-based strategies I’ll share during this workshop that I 

was able to make headway on improving student achievement.

While the vocabulary in your grade or course may be different than other teach-

ers who attend this workshop, many of the strategies for teaching those words are 

universal. So whether you teach third graders or seniors, I hope to see you this fall 

for this engaging workshop!  

P.S. Remember to invite your principal to attend with you. With the paid registration 
of a staff member, your principal may attend this workshop at no charge.
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teachers love the authentic, “from-the-
trenches” insight that Kristi mccullough 
offers during her professional develop-
ment sessions.  her own experience as a 
reading and writing teacher and literacy 
coach provide the perfect backdrop for 
Kristi to share practical ways to deliver 
research-based best practices. 

as a full-time literacy consultant with 
smekens education, Kristi has worked 
with thousands of teachers across 
the United states delivering regional 
seminars and customized on-site school 
trainings that focus specifically on 
teaching reading.  in addition, she is 
also the author of the “6-Week Planning 
guide for launching the 90-minute 
reading Block,” a popular resource for 
K-5 teachers.

Kristi wore many hats in public schools 
for 13 years during which time she was 
trained in reading recovery® and many 
other well-known instructional models. 
she is passionate about helping teachers 
implement a balanced literacy approach 
focused on real-life, purposeful literacy 
activities that result in improved student 
achievement.

A personal invitation from Kristi McCullough

Kristi McCullough

“i love the energy and ‘true-
teacher’ feeling of Kristi 

mccullough. she’s real and 
entertaining and fantasti-

cally knowledgeable about the 
material. i love being taught by 
someone who has been there 

before!” g. Frazier

“Kristi is a completely engaging 
presenter. it is apparent that she 

used and honed masterful teaching 
practices in her own classroom. she 
had great credibility with our group 

as a result. this was a completely 
practical and immediately 

applicable workshop presentation.” 
K. bush

What teachers say about Kristi mccullough
“Kristi’s ability to be 

enthusiastic, realistic, and 
helpful at the same time is 

amazing to experience! her 
realistic view as a teacher 

made the activities seem very 
doable!” J. regruth

“loved how Kristi’s strategies are 
applicable to all students. great 
differentiation ideas and tips for 
teaching vocabulary. fabulous 

presentation and resources.” l. Kelly 

“Kristi is so energetic & entertaining. 
she makes learning the material 

fun.” a. pickrell



Workshop Overview 
this strategy-rich workshop for teachers in grades K-12 is all about helping students improve comprehension by developing a deep 
understanding of core academic vocabulary. no more is vocabulary instruction about rote memorization. now the emphasis is on 
providing students with multiple exposures to key terms so that they truly "own" content-area words. this workshop will unveil current 
research on teaching vocabulary while tying these findings to dozens of instructional strategies that are both practical and engaging.

Workshop itinerary
7:30–8:30 a.m.
registration & breakfast snack

8:30–10:00 a.m.
Understand the power of academic vocabulary 
follow a systematic approach to find core words

10:00–10:15 a.m.

morning break & book shopping

10:15–11:30 a.m.
Build a word-rich classroom environment 
incorporate vocabulary notebooks 
learn the researched-based 6 steps of instruction

11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
enjoy lunch on your own

1:00–2:00 p.m.
introduce essential terms to students 
layer their understanding with activities

2:00–2:15 p.m.
afternoon break & book shopping

2:15–3:30 p.m.
deepen student knowledge with high-energy 
word games and competitions

training topics:
• Understand the six research-based steps to deliver effective vocabulary 
instruction.

• Develop students’  listening, oral, reading, and writing vocabularies so they 
speak like “expert” mathematicians, scientists, historians, etc.

• Recognize the core content words in any subject area that yield the highest 
probability of academic success.

• Recognize the power of functional vocabulary used in all subjects.

• Prioritize need-to-know words over nice-to-know words.

• Display content-area word banks within the classroom environment.

• Identify engaging strategies that aid students in mastering the meaning of 
essential terms.

when you leave, you’ll be able to:
u teach your colleagues how to identify and align core vocabulary 
throughout your building/district.

u implement vocabulary strategies in a research-based progression from first 
exposure to deep understanding.

u Utilize engaging vocabulary activities and games that work well for review 
and reinforcement.

u Utilize numerous strategies for implementing age-appropriate and content-
specific vocabulary notebooks.

teachers who attend this workshop will be given a 
complimentary one-month subscription to Kristina 
smekens’ matching video on webPd, Strategies 
for Teaching Vocabulary (Grades K-12). during 
the complimentary 
subscription period, 
teachers are encouraged 
to share access with every 
colleague in their school, 
allowing the entire staff to 
learn key concepts from 
the workshop. 

Free follow-up training video 
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six steps ofDeepening  
Comprehension with the

Vocabulary Instruction

top questions teachers ask about . . .

Teaching academic vocabulary
u  how do i address vocabulary instruction within my reading block or my 

content-area curriculum?

u how do i get students to remember the meanings of vocabulary terms even 
after they take the test?

u What are the most important vocabulary words per grade level and per 
subject area?

u What are strategies to support students in determining unfamiliar word 
meanings within complex text?

u how do i teach academic vocabulary words to english language learners?
Kristi provides the answers to these questions and many more!
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Who Should Attend?
K-12 english-language arts 

teachers
K-12 content-area teachers
literacy coaches
literacy coordinators
title i teachers & coordinators
ell teachers & coordinators
special education teachers
K-12 gifted & talented teachers
K-12 Principals & assistant 

Principals
curriculum directors

Three reasons to attend
1. vocabulary instruction impacts reading 
comprehension.
Research shows that a student’s vocabulary is among 
the greatest predictors of reading comprehension. Kristi 
will unveil dozens of strategies for boosting reading 
comprehension (including those that target ELL needs) 
with purposeful vocabulary lessons and activities. 

2. a large word bank leads to greater success 
on standardized tests.
The depth of a student’s vocabulary “word bank” matters 
when it comes to standardized tests. Kristi will provide 
practical strategies for building the word bank of every 
student so that they are better prepared to tackle tough 
words found on the test and elsewhere.  

3. adhering to researched best practices 
requires expert teaching.
In order to deliver best-practice instruction in vocabulary, 
educators need to execute a carefully planned, systematic 
approach. Kristi will share practical and proven methods 
for teaching key terms by cycling through core academic 
vocabulary.  

reliable&current
“Thank you for being a 

source of best practice!”
a. decker

Direct Ties to 
Standards
the strategies shared 
during this one-day 
workshop mirror the 
K-12 grade-level expec-
tations outlined within 
the reading and writing 
portions of the 
college & 
career- 
ready 
standards. 

Need a hotel room?
smekens education has negotiated discount 
hotel rates at each workshop location. to see 
our hotel recommendations and learn more 
about special rates, check out our website.

illinois

indiana

worKshop loCatioNs
NOVember 28, 2017
PeOrIA, IL  •  holiday inn, east peoria
101 Holiday St., East Peoria, IL 61611
Phone: (309) 698-3333

NOVember 29, 2017
ChAmPAIgN, IL  •  hilton garden inn
1501 S. Neil St., Champaign, IL 61820
Phone: (217) 352-9970

DeCember 4, 2017
gurNee, IL  •  holiday inn
6161 W. Grand Ave., Gurnee, IL 60031
Phone: (847) 336-6300

DeCember 5, 2017
ChICAgO, IL  •  holiday inn, Countryside
6201 Joliet Road, Countryside, IL 60525
Phone: (708) 354-4200

JANuAry 10, 2018
INDIANAPOLIS, IN  •  the wellington
9775 N by NE Blvd., Fishers, IN 46037
Phone: (317) 712-3475

JANuAry 17, 2018
merrILLVILLe, IN  •  avalon Manor
3550 US-30, Merrillville, IN 46410
Phone: (219) 945-0888

JANuAry 18, 2018
FOrT WAyNe, IN  •  the landmark Centre
6222 Ellison Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46802
Phone: (260) 432-4500



 

Deepening Comprehension with the Six Steps of Vocabulary Instruction

Cost-saving options
bring a team & save
When you bring a team of 10 or more, we will 
reduce the registration fee by 10%. contact our 
office for team registration.  

Principals Attend Free!
With the paid registration of a staff member, 
the building principal may attend the same 
workshop(s) at no charge. (registration is still 
required & no substitutions — principals only.)

satisfaction guaranteed!
if you are not completely satisfied with this 
workshop, we will refund your entire registration 
fee—no questions asked.

CaNCellatioNs/substitutioNs:  
cancellations may occur up to 3 days prior to the selected 
workshop without penalty. a refund, minus a $50 service 
fee, will be paid for cancellations made within 3 days of 
the workshop. no refund will be given to registrants who 
fail to provide advance notice to smekens education of a 
cancellation. substitutions may occur at any time. how-
ever, free registration (for principals) is non-transferable.

Continuing education
With prior approval from the attendee’s school dis-
trict, participants may receive credit for 5.5 hours 
of professional development for each one-day 
workshop. at the conclusion of the day, attendees 
receive a certificate of completion, which can 
be used to verify attendance. more information 
about how this workshop fulfills your state’s unique 
continuing education requirements can be found 
on our website at www.SmekensEducation.com/
credit.html.

Illinois-Specific Credit
as an approved professional development 
subcontractor, smekens education is happy to 
provide all illinois teachers with state-approved 
professional development credit for attending 
this workshop in illinois.

1. select the appropriate location, workshop, and date.

Choose a loCatioN

FOur WAyS TO regISTer:

ONLINe: 
www.smekenseducation.com

PhONe: 
888-376-0448

FAX:
888-376-0489

mAIL:
smekens education 

P.o. Box 332 
Warren, in 46792       

q Peoria, iL  •  Nov. 28, 2017 
Holiday Inn, East Peoria

q ChamPaigN, iL  •  Nov. 29, 2017 
Hilton Garden Inn

q gurNee, iL  •  DeC. 4, 2017 
Holiday Inn

q ChiCago, iL  •  DeC. 5, 2017 
Holiday Inn, Countryside

q iNDiaNaPoLis  •  JaN. 10, 2018 
The Wellington, Fishers

CANCELED LouisviLLe, KY  •   
JaN. 11, 2018

q merriLLviLLe, iN  •  JaN. 17, 2018 
Avalon Manor

q Fort waYNe, iN  •  JaN. 18, 2018 
The Landmark

2. complete the registration form below.

name:        

school name:

school address:      

city/state/Zip:

school phone:      

title:       grade level:

Primary email:

alternate email:     

3. Provide payment information in the space below.

Early Bird registrations must be received at least 15 days in advance of the workshop.

regISTrATION 
FeeS:

 PAymeNT: 
q check made payable to smekens education solutions, inc.

q Purchase order attached (#______________________) 

charge to:  q Visa  q master card  q discover

card number expiration date

authorized signature: X ________________________________________________________________

cardholder’s name (Please Print): ______________________________________________________

total 
amount due:

$

early bird registration: standard registration:  
q one person      q team of 3+ q one person      q team of 3+
$225                         $219 per person    $245                    $239 per person

Why attend?
great Ideas
teachers leave smekens workshops with innovative 
strategies for applying research-based concepts. 

high-energy Instruction
Kristi mccullough has a knack for motivating and 
encouraging teachers as she shares practical, 
classroom-tested strategies that work. 

Top-Notch materials
teachers receive a full-color packet that outlines 
the key concepts of the workshop.




