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30 Dynamic Sessions to  Help You Teach 

Writing Lessons 
That Get Results
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A dynamic teacher and presenter, Kristina has built a reputation for using 
enthusiasm, humor, and common sense to equip K-12 educators with practical, 

demystifying strategies for teaching reading and 
writing. 

As president and lead consultant for Smekens 
Education, Kristina is constantly developing new 
strategies to help teachers meet the demands of 
today’s College and Career-Ready Standards. She 
shares those strategies with teachers across the 
United States and beyond through on-site school 

trainings, regional seminars, and an always-growing pool of print, digital, and 
video resources.

Well known for offering innovative ideas, Kristina 
has authored more than 50 “Smekens Originals,” which 
consist of books, guides, and other classroom tools. 
Among the most popular of these resources are her 
best-selling books, Launching the Writer’s Workshop: 
Grades K-2 (3rd Edition), and Launching the Writer’s 
Workshop: Grades 3-12 (3rd Edition). 

Known both for her enthusiasm and expertise, Courtney is a dynamic presenter 
whose practical strategies for teaching reading and writing resonate with teachers 

across the K-12 spectrum.
Courtney taps into her own classroom 

experience as a middle school language arts teacher 
as she guides K-12 teachers toward effective literacy 
instruction throughout the curriculum. Teachers, 
administrators, and students all look forward to 
watching Courtney demonstrate best-practice 
mini-lesson strategies in actual classrooms. She has 

presented to schools and districts throughout the Midwest and Canada.

KRISTINA SMEKENS 

COURTNEY GORDON

KRISTI McCULLOUGH

Meet the PRESENTERS

Teachers love the authentic, “from-the-trenches” insight that Kristi McCullough 
offers during her professional development sessions with teachers. Her own 

experience as an elementary teacher and literacy 
coach provides the perfect backdrop for Kristi to 
share practical ways to deliver research-based best 
practices.

Kristi has worked with thousands of teachers 
across the United States delivering regional seminars 
and customized on-site school trainings that focus 
on teaching reading and writing.

She is passionate about helping teachers implement a balanced literacy 
approach focused on real-life, purposeful literacy activities that result in improved 
student achievement.

Choose from 30 SESSIONS

“It has changed the way I’m going to attack 
writing in my classes. More collaboration. 
More frequency. Fewer drafts. Fewer grades.” 
Libby Shogren • teacher at Wauconda 
Community High School, Wauconda, IL 

Graduate CREDIT

Continuing EDUCATION

For an additional fee of $375, educators 
who attend both days of the Writing 
Remix may secure three hours of 
nationally-accredited graduate credit 
from the Midwest Teachers Institute. 
These non-degree credits are designed 
for professional certification renewals 
and salary step increases. Additional 
coursework is required. (Check with your 
district for approval prior to making a 
commitment.) 

Writing Remix attendees will receive a 
completion certificate at the conclusion 
of the event to provide evidence of 
participation in 11 hours of professional 
development (5.5 hours per day).

FOR ILLINOIS TEACHERS: Thanks to 
a partnership with the Regional Office 
of Education #19, all Illinois teachers 
attending our November 13-14 session in 
Chicago are eligible to earn state-approved 
continuing education credit for 11 hours 
of training. Smekens Education is an 
approved subcontractor for ROE #19.

“ I loved the diversity amongst topics. I felt I 
could get something out of each session.” 
Anneke Van Wyngaarden • teacher at Fred J. 
Hums Elementary School, Mishawaka, IN

What teachers say about 
WRITING REMIX:
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Bonus ITEMS

Something for 

EVERYONE

• Receive a binder containing 
full-color handouts from  
all 30 sessions.

• Gain lifetime access to the 
conference “secret site.” 
This password-protected 
website features hundreds 
of digital resources, 
including lessons, videos, 
photos, whiteboard 
documents, and more. (All 
30 sessions are included!)

• Enjoy complimentary 
breakfast & lunch each day.

• Earn up to 11 hours of 
continuing education, plus 
the opportunity to earn 
3 hours of graduate-level 
credit.

For Smekens veterans:
• Re-energize your writing 

instruction with a refresher 
on specific topics.

• Pick a mix of sessions that 
will “fill in the gaps” of your 
writing training.

• Learn classroom-tested 
strategies that are targeted 
for your specific grade 
range.

For teachers new to Smekens 
strategies:
• Learn the Smekens 

strategies that have helped 
thousands of teachers 
transform their writing 
instruction from good to 
great.

• Attend multiple sessions 
from the same topic 
strand to build a strong 
foundation on a single facet 
of writing.

• Choose sessions that 
address your greatest 
challenges in teaching 
writing. 

Conference
LOCATIONS

I L L I N O I S

I N D I A N A O H I O

Boasting a natural setting and splendid views of the Ohio River, this 
contemporary hotel is nestled in the heart of downtown Lawrenceburg.
CONFERENCE HOTEL:
DoubleTree Hilton

WORKSHOP RATE:
Wednesday & Thursday nights

Double rooms: $104/night

Set on a 40-acre park with cobblestone walkways, this modern conference 
hotel in a Georgian-style building is 16 miles from downtown Columbus.

Located in Chicago’s western suburbs, the Drury Lane Conference Center is just a 
few steps from the conference hotel, the Hilton Chicago/Oak Brook Suites.

CONFERENCE HOTEL:
Nationwide Hotel & Conference 
Center

WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Single or Double: $139/night
Triple: $149/night | Quad: $159/night

CONFERENCE HOTEL:
Hilton Chicago/Oak Brook Suites

WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Single or Double: $159/night
Triple: $169/night | Quad: $179/night

State and local taxes (currently 16%) are additional. 
Published rates valid until November 5, 2018. 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (614) 880-4300 or  
www.nwhotelandconferencecenter.com. 
Provide the group name “Smekens Education.” 

State and local taxes (currently 20%) are additional. 
Published rates valid until October 21, 2018. 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (630) 941-0100. 
Provide the group name “Smekens Education.” 

DoubleTree Hilton

Nationwide Hotel & Conference Center

Drury Lane Conference Center

Columbus, OH  November 6-7

Chicago, IL  November 13-14

State and local taxes (currently 12%) are additional. 
Published rates valid until October 17, 2018. 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (812) 539-8888.  
Provide the group code “SED.”

LAWRENCEBURG, IN  November 1-2

CONFERENCE HOTEL:
Hilton Garden Inn, Carmel

WORKSHOP RATE:
Sunday & Monday nights

Double: $119/night

502 East Event Centre
Located on the north edge of Indianapolis, the 502 East Event Centre is easy 
to access and situated just three miles from the Hilton Garden Inn.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN  October 29-30

State and local taxes (currently 12%) are additional. 
Published rates valid until September 30, 2018. 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (317) 581-9400. 
Provide the group name “Smekens Education.” 



SESSION 1
8:00-9:15

SESSION 1
8:00-9:10

Teach Grammar 
Skills One  

Mini-Lesson 
at a Time

Courtney Gordon
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Align 
Conventions 

within Writing 
Units

Kristina Smekens
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Target the 
Same Grammar 

Skill Across 
Multiple Days

Kristina Smekens
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Assess Mastery  
of Grammar 

and Mechanics

Kristina Smekens
Grades 3-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

Improve Basic 
Sentence 

Conventions

Kristi McCullough
Grades K-2, 

ELL Levels 1-2

Recognize 
the 6 Traits 
within K-12 

Student Writing

Kristina Smekens
Grades K-12,
ELL All Levels

Introduce 
the 6 Traits to 

Students

Kristi McCullough
Grades K-12,
ELL All Levels

Effectively  
Apply Mentor  
Text within a  
Mini-Lesson

Courtney Gordon
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Create 
Writing Rubrics 
in the Primary 

Grades

Kristi McCullough
Grades K-2, 

ELL Levels 1-2

Assess Writing 
with a 

6-Traits Rubric

Courtney Gordon
Grades 2-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

Integrate 
Frequent Writing 

Experiences 
in the Content 

Areas

Kristi McCullough
Grades 3-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

Generate 
Short & Powerful 

Content-Area 
Writing

Courtney Gordon
Grades 3-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

Write 
After-Reading 
Summaries in 

the Subject 
Areas

Kristi McCullough
Grades 2-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

Deepen 
Content 

Understanding 
with Nonfiction 

Notebooks

Courtney Gordon
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Improve 
Math Talk, 

Science Talk, and 
Social Studies  

Talk

Kristina Smekens
Grades 3-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

SESSION 2
9:30-10:35

SESSION 3
10:50-11:55

SESSION 4
1:05-2:10

SESSION 5
2:25-3:30STRAND

Teachers always look forward to browsing 
the selection of professional books, picture 
books, and other resources available on 
site from The Literacy Store. As always, 
attendees will enjoy a 15% discount. For an 
advance look at what The Literacy Store has 
to offer, visit www.TheLiteracyStore.com.

“Huge bonus was providing participants 
with ALL the resources. This took the 
stress out of choosing the ‘right’ sessions 
because you could pre-look and still learn 
even if you didn’t attend the session.” 
Angie Garber • teacher at Wilson 
Elementary School, Cincinnati, Ohio

“The binder is AMAZING! I love getting 
all the handouts. Length of sessions is 
perfect. No ‘filler’ in sessions. I can’t wait to 
share these writing techniques with other 
content-area teachers in my building.” 
Traci Ehrick • teacher at Franklin Local 
School District, Duncan Falls, OH

On-site  
BOOKSTORE!

Who attends 
WRITING REMIX?

What others 
HAVE TO SAY:

K-6 General Education Teachers 

K-12 Special Education Teachers 

Literacy Coaches & Coordinators

6-12 Language Arts Teachers

ELL Teachers

Title I Teachers 

Gifted and Talented Teachers 

Principals & Assistant Principals 

MS & HS Content-Area Teachers

Grammar & 
Conventions

Six Traits

Content Area

SESSION TOPICS

Day 1 PICK YOUR MIX

Phone: (888)376-0448 • Fax: (888) 376-0489 
Online: www.SmekensEducation.com
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Day 1 Sessions

9:30-10:35 A.M.

8:00-9:15 A.M.

Recognize the 6 Traits 
within K-12 Student Writing
This is a great first session for those 
needing a crash course or a quick 
refresher on the writing traits, as they 
will be referenced frequently throughout 
all Writing Remix sessions. The 6-Traits 
language is a fabulous tool to support 
writing instruction and assessment. 
Participants will walk away with a strong 
understanding of what each trait looks 
like in a variety of grade levels and writing 
genres. 

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens

Introduce the 6 Traits
to Students
This session reveals several ways to 
introduce the trait language to your 
students using mentor text, song lyrics, 
and visual icons. It answers questions 
like: How long do you spend on each trait? 
In what order should you introduce them? 
What do you do after reading a related 
picture book? Leave this session with a 
clear vision for how you could introduce 
the traits to your own students.

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

Align Conventions 
within Writing Units
Many students who can correct sentences 
in workbooks and pass online quizzes 
cannot apply appropriate conventions 
within their own writing. The secret to 
skill transfer is to avoid isolating grammar 
in a separate facet of language arts 
instruction. In this session, attendees learn 
how to weave the most relevant grammar 
skills into various writing units all year 
long. 

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens

Generate 
Short & Powerful 
Content-Area Writing
It’s expected that students go beyond 
simply summarizing and regurgitating 
content-area knowledge. They must 
apply what they know about a concept 
in writing. This session outlines a wide 
variety of short and powerful writing 
formats that generate informative and 
argumentative responses across all grade 
levels and content areas.

3-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

Teach Grammar Skills 
One Mini-Lesson at a Time
Conventions instruction must go beyond 
memorizing rules. Rather, focus on 
the purpose, function, and impact the 
grammar skill has on a sentence’s overall 
message. When students know why a 
reader needs a convention and when a 
writer wants a particular convention, they 
then realize the importance of accurate 
convention application. This session 
outlines several ways to make your initial 
grammar lessons more powerful, more 
visual, and more memorable. 

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

Integrate Frequent 
Writing Experiences
in the Content Areas
In order to write well in math, science, 
and social studies, the standards require 
explicit instruction be taught in every 
subject area. This session will show 
attendees how they can punctuate 
students’ subject-area learning with short 
and powerful writing experiences. This 
includes providing discipline-specific 
writing instruction, assigning relevant 
writing tasks, and assessing content 
accuracy and basic writing skills.

3-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

SIX TRAITS

SIX TRAITS

GRAMMAR & CONVENTIONS

GRAMMAR & CONVENTIONS

CONTENT AREA

CONTENT AREA

“This kind of conference is genius. I can get the information I need to help me be the best teacher 
I can be without wasting my time on things I’ve already gotten before or in another PD.” 
Amanda Robinson • teacher at Lake Ridge New Tech Middle School, Gary, IN
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10:50-11:55 A.M.

Effectively Apply Mentor Text 
within a Mini-Lesson
The power of mentor text is that students 
read and analyze the qualities of strong 
writing before they are expected to 
apply them within their own writing.  
Mentor text can include picture books, 
exemplar papers, and real-world texts. 
This session reveals the do’s and don’ts of 
incorporating mentor text into your mini-
lessons and how to choose which texts to 
utilize for which writing skills.

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

Write After-Reading Summaries 
in the Subject Areas
Support students as they attempt to write 
strong, complete, and cohesive summaries 
that utilize content-area vocabulary. This 
session will include 10 different strategies 
including the Key-Word Summary, the 
Shrinking Summary, Information Pyramids, 
20-Word Gists, Framed Writings, and more. 
Try out several strategies during this session 
and see authentic student examples 
executed in various content areas and 
grade levels. 

2-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

SIX TRAITS GRAMMAR & CONVENTIONS CONTENT AREA

Create Writing Rubrics
in the Primary Grades
Students need a tool that defines “good” 
writing and identifies what the teacher 
wants. Rubrics accomplish this. However, 
they must be kid-friendly. Five-year-olds 
and/or ELLs have to be able to “read” 
it. This session will reveal strategies to 
create and grow a rubric that is visual 
and includes simple language that our 
youngest writers understand.

K-2, ELL Levels 1-2  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

Assess Writing
with a 6-Traits Rubric
Whether teachers have utilized writing 
rubrics for years, or never heard of the “R” 
word, this session will reveal how simply 
a rubric can be incorporated into any 
writing classroom. Additionally, teachers 
will learn how to create a “kid-friendly” 
rubric, update the rubric as writers grow, 
apply the same rubric to different writing 
units, and convert writing scores to 
grades.

2-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

Assess Mastery
of Grammar and Mechanics
Students need abundant practice with 
a new grammar skill. This may include 
a variety of bell-ringer activities, peer-
editing exercises, customized self-editing 
checklists, and more. However, mastery 
is demonstrated when students can 
accurately apply the grammar skill within 
a new first draft. This session reveals how 
and when to assess students’ growing 
understanding of new skills while also 
expecting evidence of skills previously 
taught. 

3-12, ELL 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens

Improve Basic Sentence 
Conventions
As students’ phonics instruction and 
understanding of sentence-sense 
develops, young writers are ready for their 
first conventions mini-lessons. Attend this 
session for five-year-old-friendly lesson 
resources and key instructional points to 
teach spacing between words, ending 
with punctuation, stretching fragments 
into sentences, self-editing, and more.  

K-2, ELL Levels 1-2  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

Deepen 
Content Understanding
with Nonfiction Notebooks
More than just a landing spot to copy 
notes from the board, nonfiction 
notebooks are a place for students to 
reflect on key concepts  and deepen 
their thinking in writing. Participants will 
first see various options for setting up, 
organizing, and integrating this classroom 
resource in any content area. Then the 
presenter will reveal numerous notebook-
entry writing topics and ideas.

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

Improve Math Talk, Science Talk, 
and Social Studies Talk
The research is clear— learning sticks when 
students have opportunities to process 
and digest content in chunks. This requires 
students to pool their thinking and deepen 
their understanding through conversation 
and writing. This session will demonstrate 
procedures for Talk Moves, Timed Mingles, 
Think-Ink-Pair-Square, and several other 
classroom-tested strategies to weave 
conversation and writing into any subject 
area.

3-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens

SIX TRAITS

SIX TRAITS

GRAMMAR & CONVENTIONS

GRAMMAR & CONVENTIONS

CONTENT AREA

CONTENT AREA

1:05-2:10 P.M.

2:25-3:30 P.M.

Day 1 Sessions

Target the Same Grammar Skill 
Across Multiple Days
A grammar skill is not mastered in a single 
15-minute lesson. There is a developmental 
progression that occurs across a multi-day 
mini-lesson series. Participants will study 
several mini-lesson outlines and learn how 
to support students as they learn new 
skills. This includes noticing the grammar 
skill within mentor text, then trying it 
within previous drafts, and ultimately 
applying the skill in a new piece. 

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens
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STRAND
SESSION 1
8:00-9:15

SESSION 2
9:30-10:35

SESSION 3
10:50-11:55

SESSION 4
1:05-2:10

SESSION 5
2:25-3:30

SESSION TOPICS

Day 2 PICK YOUR MIX

What teachers have to say about WRITING REMIX:

Fit Writing 
into your 
Schedule

Kristina Smekens
Grades K-12/ 

Self-Contained 
Classrooms

Writer’s 
Workshop 

Management

Confer 
with Writers 

Daily

Kristi McCullough
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Fine-Tune  
Author’s Chair 

Procedures

Courtney Gordon
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Execute the 
4 Steps of a 

Dynamic 
Mini-Lesson

Courtney Gordon
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Foster 
Independent 

Writers

Kristi McCullough
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Teach 
Developmentally-

Appropriate 
Writing in Grades 

K-2

Kristi McCullough
Grades K-2, 

ELL Levels 1-2

Trait-Based 
Instruction

Teach 
Writing Skills— 

Not Traits

Courtney Gordon
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Emphasize 
the Trump-Trait 

of Ideas

Kristi McCullough
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

Organize 
Ideas 

Before Drafting

Kristi McCullough
Grades 3-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

Plan the Year of 
Writing Units

Kristina Smekens
Grades 2-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

Refine 
the Definition 

of Textual 
Evidence

Courtney Gordon
Grades 2-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

Text-Based 
Responses

Strengthen Short 
Constructed-

Response Writing

Kristina Smekens
Grades 2-12, 

ELL Levels 3-5

Generate 
Long Extended 

Responses Based 
on Reading

Kristina Smekens 
Grades 3-12,  

ELL Levels 3-5

Generate 
Opinion-

Based Reading 
Responses

Kristina Smekens
Grades K-2, 

ELL Levels 1-2

Redefine 
the Research 

Process

Courtney Gordon
Grades K-12, 
ELL All Levels

“I love the short breakout session format. I 
didn’t get overwhelmed and liked a fresh topic 
every hour. Awesome ideas to take back!” 
Anna Bembower • teacher at Churchill Center & 
School, St. Louis, MO

“The best part of this conference is the 
organization. This is my third Smekens 
Conference, and I am never disappointed. 
Every workshop is loaded with information 
that has been researched and tested — the  
best PD ever!” 
Candy Schaefer • teacher at The Excel Center, 
Indianapolis, IN

“I love the concept of choosing what I 
need and switching tracks as necessary. 
The variety of topics was perfect, too.” 
Julie Payne • teacher at Saint Bernard 
Catholic School, Rockport, IN

“Kristina, Kristi, and Courtney are AMAZING! 
I learned so much and look forward to 
implementing these strategies in my classroom.” 
Brianna Schreiner • teacher at Lincoln Elementary, 
Morton, IL “Many teachers have bits and pieces of how 

to work writing into their schedules. This 
workshop was so helpful in showing how to 
organize your writing time. I also loved that it 
reached all levels (primary-high school).” 
Cathy Capell • teacher Saint Michael School, 
Cincinnati, OH
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Day 2 Sessions

9:30-10:35 A.M.

8-9:15 A.M.

Teach Writing Skills—  
Not Traits
We don’t teach traiting— we teach writing. 
This session describes how to bring the 
trait language into the writer’s workshop 
while teaching individual writing skills 
listed in grade-level standards. Attendees 
will learn that the 6 Traits are simply six 
words that help teachers prioritize their 
lesson instruction and provide students 
with specific feedback for improvement.

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

Confer with Writers Daily
Meeting with every writer every day 
is a daunting task. However, group 
conferring is a way to touch base with 
more students more frequently. This 
session will outline the four-step rhythm 
to such an efficient teacher-writer 
meeting. In addition, acquire examples of 
trait-specific feedback, sample forms for 
documentation, and a procedure for peer 
conversations.  

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

Strengthen Short
Constructed-Response Writing
Students are assessed in reading through 
their writing. This session begins with a 
quick review of how the inference and its 
evidence are both part of a constructed 
response.  The rest of this session focuses 
on the essential ingredients to a well-
written constructed response utilizing the 
Yes, MA’AM strategy. Participants will learn 
to repeat key words, cite textual evidence, 
and conclude a constructed response with 
a written explanation. 

2-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens

TRAIT-BASED INSTRUC TION WRITER’S WORKSHOP MANAGEMENT TEXT-BASED RESPONSES

Teach Developmentally-
Appropriate Writing
in Grades K-2
The bulk of this session includes many 
activities that fit the four stages of 
writing-- drawing, labeling, listing, and 
sentence writing. Gain an understanding 
of how persuasive, informative, and 
narrative are represented within these 
developmental stages. Participants leave 
with a calendar suggesting a progression 
of these stages across the year. 

K-2, ELL Levels 1-2  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

Fit Writing into your Schedule
How often should students be writing? 
How many minutes should students write 
at a time? What do I do while students are 
writing? This session begins with various 
ways to fit writing into the daily schedule 
of a self-contained classroom. The rest 
of the session dissects the facets of the 
whole-class mini-lesson and independent 
writing time, including how they can 
be applied to math, science, and social 
studies. 

Refine the Definition
of Textual Evidence
This session troubleshoots the four errors 
that plague students’ answers to text-
based questions. Their written responses 
may lack evidence, include made-up 
evidence, provide just a detail, or be 
missing an explanation. This session will 
provide strategies to combat each of these 
weaknesses to strengthen responses to 
reading.

2-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

TRAIT-BASED INSTRUC TION WRITER’S WORKSHOP MANAGEMENT TEXT-BASED RESPONSES

K-12/Self-contained classrooms  |   
PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens

“I am going back to Nashville with a full 
toolbox! Everything presented was practical, 
concise, and realistic in an actual classroom.” 
Phyllis Sanders • teacher at Lipscomb Academy 
Elementary School, Nashville, TN

“Loved all the materials on the secret site. This was 
the BEST conference I’ve attended in years! This is 
what all teachers need to know to do a better job 
of teaching in our restricted time limits.” 
Kimberly Watson • teacher at Martin Warren 
Elementary, Warrensburg, MO
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10:50-11:55 A.M.

Organize Ideas 
Before Drafting
Students must be able to write an 
organized first draft. This requires that 
they have the skills needed to gather 
relevant details, group them together, 
and present them in a logical order. This 
session will provide a sequence of mini-
lessons to support students in achieving 
this, including how to apply this thinking 
to the three most common graphic 
organizers used during the pre-writing 
process. 

3-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

Execute the 4 Steps
of a Dynamic Mini-Lesson
Everyone says they teach mini-lessons, but 
what are they, really? During this session 
teachers learn the four steps of a powerful 
10-15 minute writing lesson. Learn the 
hallmarks of highly-effective teaching 
that include student engagement and 
the gradual release of responsibility. This 
session will also include a live mini-lesson 
modeled by the presenter and several 
video clips from real classrooms. 

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

Generate Opinion-Based 
Reading Responses
Young writers are expected to write 
simple persuasive pieces, and they have to 
respond to their reading. Why not combine 
these two expectations?  Teach students 
how to share their opinions about 
characters, settings, ideas, and concepts 
learned from their reading. This session 
reveals numerous lesson concepts to 
improve students’ opinion writing tied to 
popular picture books read in the primary 
grades. 

K-2, ELL Levels 1-2  |  PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens

TRAIT-BASED INSTRUC TION WRITER’S WORKSHOP MANAGEMENT TEXT-BASED RESPONSES

1:05-2:10 P.M.

2:25-3:30 P.M.

Plan the Year of Writing Units
All teachers are expected to provide 
writing experiences across the three major 
modes—persuasive/argumentative, 
informative, and narrative. However, these 
units do not have to span weeks and end 
with a final draft. Rather, learn how to 
spiral through the same skills in multiple 
mini-units that provide students with 
numerous writing opportunities. 

2-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens

Foster Independent Writers
Teachers struggle to keep their writers 
focused and on task during in-class 
writing time. This session offers practical 
strategies for handling the “I’m done” 
writer and the “I need help” student. Walk 
out the door with several routines and 
procedures that will build writer stamina 
and student independence, regardless of 
their age or grade level.

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

Redefine the Research Process
Beyond viewing “research” as a massive 
unit that culminates with a multi-page 
product, students need to know how to 
gather, organize, and present researched 
information on a regular basis and 
at every grade level. This session will 
demonstrate how to execute the research 
process in short, simple products all year 
long.

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

TRAIT-BASED INSTRUC TION WRITER’S WORKSHOP MANAGEMENT TEXT-BASED RESPONSES

Day 2 Sessions

Emphasize the Trump-Trait 
of Ideas
The 6 Traits are not equal. Some traits 
merely add sophistication to the writing, 
while others are imperative and essential. 
The trait of ideas is the most essential 
trait, and consequently, consumes a 
large majority of the mini-lessons taught 
throughout the year.  This session will 
reveal favorite Smekens strategies to 
support students in developing ideas, 
adding details, incorporating evidence, 
and more.

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Kristi McCullough

Fine-Tune Author’s Chair 
Procedures
The writer’s workshop concludes with 
an Author’s Chair where a couple of 
students share their writing with the rest 
of the class. This should be a productive 
and powerful activity— but for many, it’s 
not. After identifying what’s working and 
what’s not, attendees walk away with a set 
of procedures that transform the Author’s 
Chair from a show-and-tell activity to a 
powerful and purposeful celebration of 
great writing accomplished that day. 

K-12, ELL All Levels  |  PRESENTER: Courtney Gordon

Generate Long Extended
Responses Based on Reading
Extended-reading responses are longer 
essays that require students to know 
how to supersize the Yes, MA’AM formula. 
This concept works for any informative 
or argumentative writing prompt based 
on provided passages. In this session, 
attendees learn how to teach students 
to generate a strong, multi-paragraph 
response that includes a powerful 
combination of textual evidence and its 
significance.

3-12, ELL Levels 3-5  |  PRESENTER: Kristina Smekens
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www.SmekensEducation.com 
(888) 376-0448

Cancellations occurring 10 
days or more prior to the 
workshop will result in a 
refund, minus a $50 service 
fee. Cancellations occurring 
less than 10 days prior to the 
workshop do not qualify for 
any refund. Substitutions 
may occur at any time.

REGISTER EARLY
Attend both days and save 
an easy $30 by submitting 
your registration early. The 
deadline for the Early Bird 
discount is October 15, 2018.

BRING A TEAM 
When you bring a team of 3 
or more, you can reduce the 
registration fee by up to $9 
per person. 

For groups of 10 or more, take 
10% off the registration fee. 

Contact our office to make 
arrangements for team 
registration.

Cost-saving 
options

Cancellations  
& Substitutions

ONLINE:
www.WritingRemix.com

PHONE:
(888) 376-0448

FAX:
(888) 376-0489

MAIL:
Smekens Education
P.O. Box 332
Warren, IN 46792

Four ways 
to register

Writing Remix
1. Select the appropriate location, workshop, and date.

DAY 1
WORKSHOP
LOCATION
INDIANAPOLIS, IN   OCT. 29, 2018
502 East Event Centre

LAWRENCEBURG, IN   NOV. 1, 2018
DoubleTree Hilton

COLUMBUS, OH   NOV. 6, 2018
Nationwide Hotel & Conference

CHICAGO, IL   NOV. 13, 2018
Drury Lane Conference Center

DAY 2
 OCT. 30, 2018

 NOV. 2, 2018 

 NOV. 7, 2018

 NOV. 14, 2018

2. Complete the registration form below.

Name:        

School name:

School address:      

City/State/Zip:

School phone:      

Title:       Grade level:

Primary email:

Alternate email:     

3. Provide payment information in the space below.

Early Bird registrations must be received by October 15, 2018.

REGISTRATION 
FEES:

 
PAYMENT:  Check made payable to Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

 Purchase Order attached (#______________________) 

Charge to:   Visa   Master Card   Discover

Card Number Expiration Date

Authorized signature: X ___________________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s name (PLEASE PRINT): _________________________________________________________

TOTAL 
Amount Due:

$

Early Bird registration (1 day): Standard registration (1 day):  
 One person       Team of 3+  One person       Team of 3+
$245                         $239 per person    $260                 $254 per person

Early Bird registration (2 days): Standard registration (2 days):  
 One person       Team of 3+  One person       Team of 3+
$449                       $440 per person    $479                 $470 per person

OPTIONAL 
ADD-ONS:

 Extra copy of the Writing Remix handout packet   $40

 On-site bookstore voucher   $25   $50   $100   Other $______




