
EVIDENCE OF THE 6 TRAITS IN INFORMATIONAL TEXT:

• The first sentence in the section 
serves as the topic sentence. Specific 
supporting details are then explained 
throughout the section.

Body of Evidence: Pathologists examine a body and uncover a web of lies, deceit  — and murder

1

IDEAS

• Informational text is packed with meaty 
information. 
• The point of the text (purpose/thesis) is 
identified in the first paragraph.
• Ideas are developed with different types 
of details:

- Number details (time, date, quantity)
- Name details (person, state)
- Descriptive details (rope on neck)
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• The first sentence in the section serves 
as the topic sentence. Specific support-
ing details are then explained through-
out the section.
• Experts on the topic are referenced. 
They provide additional facts for the 
reader.

• After providing facts and research, 
the significance of the information is 
explained to the reader. What does it all 
mean?
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On February 13, 2000, at around 1:00 P.M., a 
man named Bob Dorotik went running in south-
ern California and never came back.  At 7:45 P.M., 
his wife Jane called the police and reported him 
missing.  About nine hours later, at 4:36 A.M. on 
February 14, the police found Bob’s body lying in 
a patch of poison oak along his favorite jogging 
path.  There was blood on Bob’s face and wounds 
on the back of his head.  A black, braided rope 
dangled from his neck.  Clearly, Bob Dorotik had 
been murdered. 

TIME OF DEATH
When pathologists from the crime lab ar-

rived at the scene at 4:45 P.M., they looked for evi-
dence that would reveal the time of death.  They 
verified that Bob’s body was cold to the touch and 
in full rigor mortis.

Rigor mortis (Latin for “rigidity in death”) is a 
temporary stiffness in the body.  It usually begins 
up to 3 hours after death as a consequence of 
chemical changes in the muscles.  It starts in the 
face and neck.  Within about 12 hours, it spreads 
to the entire body.  After roughly 36 hours, the 
muscles soften again as the body begins to de-
compose.

The pathologists concluded that Bob had 
been dead for more than 12 hours, but probably 
less than 16 hours.

THE AUTOPSY ROOM
At 9:30 A.M. on February 15, the patholo-

gists performed a five-hour, detailed autopsy of 
Bob’s corpse, beginning on the outside.  They 
noted the precise size, shape, and color of every 
mark on his body.  They detected seven areas of 
multiple cuts and bruises on his head, rope marks 
on his neck, and more than a dozen superficial 
injuries.

One clue was especially interesting.  The pa-
thologists found a small piece of Bob’s scalp lying 
directly on the skin of his chest.  Since the piece of 

scalp was found under Bob’s shirt and not on top 
of it, it was possible that the killer had murdered 
Bob first, and then put the running clothes on 
his dead body.  This called into question whether 
Bob had really gone running, as Jane had told the 
police. 

UNDER THE SKIN
Next, the pathologists cut into Bob’s body to 

search for more clues.  They studied and weighed 
every major organ.  The brain injuries confirmed 
the theory that head trauma was the cause of 
death.  The stomach also revealed an important 
clue: undigested red meat.

Jane had told investigators that Bob ate 
steak for dinner on February 12.  She also said she 
saw Bob alive the following afternoon.  But an 
analysis of Bob’s stomach contents told a different 
tale.

The undigested steak in Bob’s stomach 
proved that he was killed soon after he ate.  If 
Bob had eaten the steak in the evening, as Jane 
said, she could not have seen him alive the next 
afternoon. 

THE SUSPECT
The pathologists’ discoveries didn’t prove 

that Jane was the killer, but they gave investiga-
tors reasons to form a theory about her guilt.  First, 
someone had put Bob’s running clothes on his 
body after his death, and Jane had access to those 
clothes.  Further, the condition of Bob’s stomach 
contents suggested that Jane was lying about the 
last time she saw him alive.

With the help of other forensic scientists and 
crime lab techniques, investigators accumulated 
enough evidence to arrest Jane on February 17.  
On June 12, 2001, a jury found her guilty, and she 
was later sentenced to 25 years in prison.  Jane, 
who has been working to prove her innocence 
since her arrest, is currently in prison in California.
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• Tiny details create a significant impact.

• The first sentence in the section 
serves as the topic sentence. Specific 
supporting details are then explained 
throughout the section.
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• The first sentence in the section serves 
as the topic sentence. Specific support-
ing details are then explained through-
out the section.
• Experts on the topic are referenced. 
They provide additional facts for the 
reader.

10

• Researched information from the past 
is paired with current, up-to-date facts 
of the present.

11

• Experts on the topic are referenced. 
They provide additional facts for the 
reader.
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Body of Evidence: Pathologists examine a body and uncover a web of lies, deceit  — and murder

1 On February 13, 2000, at around 1:00 P.M., a 
man named Bob Dorotik went running in south-
ern California and never came back.  At 7:45 P.M., 
his wife Jane called the police and reported him 
missing.  About nine hours later, at 4:36 A.M. on 
February 14, the police found Bob’s body lying in 
a patch of poison oak along his favorite jogging 
path.  There was blood on Bob’s face and wounds 
on the back of his head.  A black, braided rope 
dangled from his neck.  Clearly, Bob Dorotik had 
been murdered.
 
TIME OF DEATH

When pathologists from the crime lab ar-
rived at the scene at 4:45 P.M., they looked for evi-
dence that would reveal the time of death.  They 
verified that Bob’s body was cold to the touch and 
in full rigor mortis.

Rigor mortis (Latin for “rigidity in death”) is a 
temporary stiffness in the body.  It usually begins 
up to 3 hours after death as a consequence of 
chemical changes in the muscles.  It starts in the 
face and neck.  Within about 12 hours, it spreads 
to the entire body.  After roughly 36 hours, the 
muscles soften again as the body begins to de-
compose.

The pathologists concluded that Bob had 
been dead for more than 12 hours, but probably 
less than 16 hours.

THE AUTOPSY ROOM
At 9:30 A.M. on February 15, the patholo-

gists performed a five-hour, detailed autopsy of 
Bob’s corpse, beginning on the outside.  They 
noted the precise size, shape, and color of every 
mark on his body.  They detected seven areas of 
multiple cuts and bruises on his head, rope marks 
on his neck, and more than a dozen superficial 
injuries.

One clue was especially interesting.  The pa-
thologists found a small piece of Bob’s scalp lying 
directly on the skin of his chest.  Since the piece of 

scalp was found under Bob’s shirt and not on top 
of it, it was possible that the killer had murdered 
Bob first, and then put the running clothes on 
his dead body.  This called into question whether 
Bob had really gone running, as Jane had told the 
police. 

UNDER THE SKIN
Next, the pathologists cut into Bob’s body to 

search for more clues.  They studied and weighed 
every major organ.  The brain injuries confirmed 
the theory that head trauma was the cause of 
death.  The stomach also revealed an important 
clue: undigested red meat.

Jane had told investigators that Bob ate 
steak for dinner on February 12.  She also said she 
saw Bob alive the following afternoon.  But an 
analysis of Bob’s stomach contents told a different 
tale.

The undigested steak in Bob’s stomach 
proved that he was killed soon after he ate.  If 
Bob had eaten the steak in the evening, as Jane 
said, she could not have seen him alive the next 
afternoon. 

THE SUSPECT
The pathologists’ discoveries didn’t prove 

that Jane was the killer, but they gave investiga-
tors reasons to form a theory about her guilt.  First, 
someone had put Bob’s running clothes on his 
body after his death, and Jane had access to those 
clothes.  Further, the condition of Bob’s stomach 
contents suggested that Jane was lying about the 
last time she saw him alive.

With the help of other forensic scientists 
and crime lab techniques, investigators ac-
cumulated enough evidence to arrest Jane on 
February 17.  On June 12, 2001, a jury found her 
guilty, and she was later sentenced to 25 years in 
prison.  Jane, who has been working to prove her 
innocence since her arrest, is currently in prison in 
California.
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• Setting describes the time, date, and 
location details.
• Sequenced details show order and 
progression of events.
• The reader is immersed in the most 
important details. (Pacing is slow.)

• Time-stamps serve as transitions. They 
connect one event/step to the next.
• Pacing adjusts for matter-of-fact infor-
mation. (Pacing is on medium speed.)

• Sub-headings label the main idea of 
each section. They provide an inten-
tional structure for all the facts and 
information. 

• Fast-forward through less relevant 
information. (Pacing is faster.)
• Conclude with a status update. Where 
are they now?

• Transition words connect one event/
step to the next.

• Transition words connect one event/
step to the next.
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• Connect one idea to the next. This 
might be done with transition words, 
but it can also be accomplished by 
repeating the previous idea in the next 
paragraph. 

3
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VOICE

Body of Evidence: Pathologists examine a body and uncover a web of lies, deceit  — and murder Body of Evidence: Pathologists examine a body and uncover a web of lies, deceit  — and murder

1 On February 13, 2000, at around 1:00 P.M., a 
man named Bob Dorotik went running in south-
ern California and never came back.  At 7:45 P.M., 
his wife Jane called the police and reported him 
missing.  About nine hours later, at 4:36 A.M. on 
February 14, the police found Bob’s body lying in 
a patch of poison oak along his favorite jogging 
path.  There was blood on Bob’s face and wounds 
on the back of his head.  A black, braided rope 
dangled from his neck.  Clearly, Bob Dorotik had 
been murdered.
 
TIME OF DEATH

When pathologists from the crime lab ar-
rived at the scene at 4:45 P.M., they looked for evi-
dence that would reveal the time of death.  They 
verified that Bob’s body was cold to the touch and 
in full rigor mortis.

Rigor mortis (Latin for “rigidity in death”) is a 
temporary stiffness in the body.  It usually begins 
up to 3 hours after death as a consequence of 
chemical changes in the muscles.  It starts in the 
face and neck.  Within about 12 hours, it spreads 
to the entire body.  After roughly 36 hours, the 
muscles soften again as the body begins to de-
compose.

The pathologists concluded that Bob had 
been dead for more than 12 hours, but probably 
less than 16 hours.

THE AUTOPSY ROOM
At 9:30 A.M. on February 15, the patholo-

gists performed a five-hour, detailed autopsy of 
Bob’s corpse, beginning on the outside.  They 
noted the precise size, shape, and color of every 
mark on his body.  They detected seven areas of 
multiple cuts and bruises on his head, rope marks 
on his neck, and more than a dozen superficial 
injuries.

One clue was especially interesting.  The pa-
thologists found a small piece of Bob’s scalp lying 
directly on the skin of his chest.  Since the piece of 

scalp was found under Bob’s shirt and not on top 
of it, it was possible that the killer had murdered 
Bob first, and then put the running clothes on 
his dead body.  This called into question whether 
Bob had really gone running, as Jane had told the 
police. 

UNDER THE SKIN
Next, the pathologists cut into Bob’s body to 

search for more clues.  They studied and weighed 
every major organ.  The brain injuries confirmed 
the theory that head trauma was the cause of 
death.  The stomach also revealed an important 
clue: undigested red meat.

Jane had told investigators that Bob ate 
steak for dinner on February 12.  She also said she 
saw Bob alive the following afternoon.  But an 
analysis of Bob’s stomach contents told a different 
tale.

The undigested steak in Bob’s stomach 
proved that he was killed soon after he ate.  If 
Bob had eaten the steak in the evening, as Jane 
said, she could not have seen him alive the next 
afternoon. 

THE SUSPECT
The pathologists’ discoveries didn’t prove 

that Jane was the killer, but they gave investiga-
tors reasons to form a theory about her guilt.  First, 
someone had put Bob’s running clothes on his 
body after his death, and Jane had access to those 
clothes.  Further, the condition of Bob’s stomach 
contents suggested that Jane was lying about the 
last time she saw him alive.

With the help of other forensic scientists 
and crime lab techniques, investigators ac-
cumulated enough evidence to arrest Jane on 
February 17.  On June 12, 2001, a jury found her 
guilty, and she was later sentenced to 25 years in 
prison.  Jane, who has been working to prove her 
innocence since her arrest, is currently in prison 
in California.
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• Facts shared about a “cold body” 
without emotion. Again, an all-business 
voice. 

• Murder (a highly emotional subject) 
is described with a matter-of-fact, all-
business voice.
• Author sounds like an expert, and 
therefore detached from the emo-
tional aspects and focused on the 
evidence.

• A twist (e.g., contrasting information, 
unexpected detail, etc.) keeps the 
reader engaged. 
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• Title grabs the reader. It implies 
intrigue and builds reader interest.

• Informational text teaches (informs) 
the reader. Including definitions and 
explanations to new/unfamiliar terms 
demonstrates an awareness of the 
audience. 
• Parenthetical aside serves as an extra 
detail “whispered” to the reader.

3

• Statements (in between information)
are placed to keep the reader engaged.  

6

• Informational text maintains an 
expert, matter-of-fact voice.

5
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Body of Evidence: Pathologists examine a body and uncover a web of lies, deceit  — and murder

• Topic-specific vocabulary includes 
adjectives, nouns, and verbs. 

• Topic-specific vocabulary is used, 
making the writer sound like an 
expert.

• Essential vocabulary terms are for-
mally defined for the reader and then 
restated more simply. 

• Precise action verbs add description 
to the facts and information.

5
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1 On February 13, 2000, at around 1:00 P.M., a 
man named Bob Dorotik went running in south-
ern California and never came back.  At 7:45 P.M., 
his wife Jane called the police and reported him 
missing.  About nine hours later, at 4:36 A.M. on 
February 14, the police found Bob’s body lying in 
a patch of poison oak along his favorite jogging 
path.  There was blood on Bob’s face and wounds 
on the back of his head.  A black, braided rope 
dangled from his neck.  Clearly, Bob Dorotik had 
been murdered.
 
TIME OF DEATH

When pathologists from the crime lab ar-
rived at the scene at 4:45 P.M., they looked for evi-
dence that would reveal the time of death.  They 
verified that Bob’s body was cold to the touch and 
in full rigor mortis.

Rigor mortis (Latin for “rigidity in death”) is a 
temporary stiffness in the body.  It usually begins 
up to 3 hours after death as a consequence of 
chemical changes in the muscles.  It starts in the 
face and neck.  Within about 12 hours, it spreads 
to the entire body.  After roughly 36 hours, the 
muscles soften again as the body begins to de-
compose.

The pathologists concluded that Bob had 
been dead for more than 12 hours, but probably 
less than 16 hours.

THE AUTOPSY ROOM
At 9:30 A.M. on February 15, the patholo-

gists performed a five-hour, detailed autopsy of 
Bob’s corpse, beginning on the outside.  They 
noted the precise size, shape, and color of every 
mark on his body.  They detected seven areas of 
multiple cuts and bruises on his head, rope marks 
on his neck, and more than a dozen superficial 
injuries.

One clue was especially interesting.  The pa-
thologists found a small piece of Bob’s scalp lying 
directly on the skin of his chest.  Since the piece of 

scalp was found under Bob’s shirt and not on top 
of it, it was possible that the killer had murdered 
Bob first, and then put the running clothes on 
his dead body.  This called into question whether 
Bob had really gone running, as Jane had told the 
police. 

UNDER THE SKIN
Next, the pathologists cut into Bob’s body to 

search for more clues.  They studied and weighed 
every major organ.  The brain injuries confirmed 
the theory that head trauma was the cause of 
death.  The stomach also revealed an important 
clue: undigested red meat.

Jane had told investigators that Bob ate 
steak for dinner on February 12.  She also said she 
saw Bob alive the following afternoon.  But an 
analysis of Bob’s stomach contents told a different 
tale.

The undigested steak in Bob’s stomach 
proved that he was killed soon after he ate.  If 
Bob had eaten the steak in the evening, as Jane 
said, she could not have seen him alive the next 
afternoon. 

THE SUSPECT
The pathologists’ discoveries didn’t prove 

that Jane was the killer, but they gave investiga-
tors reasons to form a theory about her guilt.  First, 
someone had put Bob’s running clothes on his 
body after his death, and Jane had access to those 
clothes.  Further, the condition of Bob’s stomach 
contents suggested that Jane was lying about the 
last time she saw him alive.

With the help of other forensic scientists 
and crime lab techniques, investigators ac-
cumulated enough evidence to arrest Jane on 
February 17.  On June 12, 2001, a jury found her 
guilty, and she was later sentenced to 25 years in 
prison.  Jane, who has been working to prove her 
innocence since her arrest, is currently in prison 
in California.
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7• Description is woven throughout the 
facts preventing DTW (Dump Truck 
Writing) in informational text.

1
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• Explanatory sentences that reveal 
information to the reader tend to be 
longer. (See sentences 1-3.)
• Powerful hard-hitting points are often 
written as short, punchy sentences. (See 
sentences 4-6.)

EVIDENCE OF THE 6 TRAITS IN INFORMATIONAL TEXT: SENTENCE FLUENCY

www.SmekensEducation.com

Body of Evidence: Pathologists examine a body and uncover a web of lies, deceit  — and murder

• Long, meaty sentences need com-
mas to help the reader “digest” the 
information in small chunks. 
• Prepositional phrases add length to 
sentences. 

- at 9:30 A.M.
- on February 15
- of Bob’s corpse
- on the outside
- on his head
- on his neck

5

1 On February 13, 2000, at around 1:00 P.M., a 
man named Bob Dorotik went running in south-
ern California and never came back.  At 7:45 P.M., 
his wife Jane called the police and reported him 
missing.  About nine hours later, at 4:36 A.M. on 
February 14, the police found Bob’s body lying in 
a patch of poison oak along his favorite jogging 
path.  There was blood on Bob’s face and wounds 
on the back of his head.  A black, braided rope 
dangled from his neck.  Clearly, Bob Dorotik had 
been murdered.
 
TIME OF DEATH

When pathologists from the crime lab ar-
rived at the scene at 4:45 P.M., they looked for evi-
dence that would reveal the time of death.  They 
verified that Bob’s body was cold to the touch and 
in full rigor mortis.

Rigor mortis (Latin for “rigidity in death”) is a 
temporary stiffness in the body.  It usually begins 
up to 3 hours after death as a consequence of 
chemical changes in the muscles.  It starts in the 
face and neck.  Within about 12 hours, it spreads 
to the entire body.  After roughly 36 hours, the 
muscles soften again as the body begins to de-
compose.

The pathologists concluded that Bob had 
been dead for more than 12 hours, but probably 
less than 16 hours.

THE AUTOPSY ROOM
At 9:30 A.M. on February 15, the patholo-

gists performed a five-hour, detailed autopsy of 
Bob’s corpse, beginning on the outside.  They 
noted the precise size, shape, and color of every 
mark on his body.  They detected seven areas of 
multiple cuts and bruises on his head, rope marks 
on his neck, and more than a dozen superficial 
injuries.

One clue was especially interesting.  The pa-
thologists found a small piece of Bob’s scalp lying 
directly on the skin of his chest.  Since the piece of 

scalp was found under Bob’s shirt and not on top 
of it, it was possible that the killer had murdered 
Bob first, and then put the running clothes on 
his dead body.  This called into question whether 
Bob had really gone running, as Jane had told the 
police. 

UNDER THE SKIN
Next, the pathologists cut into Bob’s body to 

search for more clues.  They studied and weighed 
every major organ.  The brain injuries confirmed 
the theory that head trauma was the cause of 
death.  The stomach also revealed an important 
clue: undigested red meat.

Jane had told investigators that Bob ate 
steak for dinner on February 12.  She also said she 
saw Bob alive the following afternoon.  But an 
analysis of Bob’s stomach contents told a different 
tale.

The undigested steak in Bob’s stomach 
proved that he was killed soon after he ate.  If 
Bob had eaten the steak in the evening, as Jane 
said, she could not have seen him alive the next 
afternoon. 

THE SUSPECT
The pathologists’ discoveries didn’t prove 

that Jane was the killer, but they gave investiga-
tors reasons to form a theory about her guilt.  First, 
someone had put Bob’s running clothes on his 
body after his death, and Jane had access to those 
clothes.  Further, the condition of Bob’s stomach 
contents suggested that Jane was lying about the 
last time she saw him alive.

With the help of other forensic scientists 
and crime lab techniques, investigators ac-
cumulated enough evidence to arrest Jane on 
February 17.  On June 12, 2001, a jury found her 
guilty, and she was later sentenced to 25 years in 
prison.  Jane, who has been working to prove her 
innocence since her arrest, is currently in prison 
in California.
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1 • Sentence-lengths should vary.
- Sentence 1 is short (5 words).
- Sentence 2 is long (17 words).
- Sentence 3 is very long (36 words).

6

• Parallel structure makes it smoother 
and easier to read (e.g., past-tense action 
verbs).

7

• Occasionally starting with But can serve 
as a powerful transition. It alerts the 
reader to upcoming information that will 
be contrasting.

8

• Varied sentence structure improves the 
rhythm (versus everything written in the 
same structure). 

11
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• Apostrophes indicate possessives 
(pathologists’ discoveries) and contrac-
tions (didn’t).
• A compound sentence that includes 
two related ideas is separated with a 
comma.

EVIDENCE OF THE 6 TRAITS IN INFORMATIONAL TEXT: CONVENTIONS
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Body of Evidence: Pathologists examine a body and uncover a web of lies, deceit  — and murder

• Times and dates are reported with 
proper punctuation.
 • Proper nouns are capitalized and 
lend themselves to text’s authenticity 
and credibility.

1 1 On February 13, 2000, at around 1:00 P.M., a 
man named Bob Dorotik went running in south-
ern California and never came back.  At 7:45 P.M., 
his wife Jane called the police and reported him 
missing.  About nine hours later, at 4:36 A.M. on 
February 14, the police found Bob’s body lying in 
a patch of poison oak along his favorite jogging 
path.  There was blood on Bob’s face and wounds 
on the back of his head.  A black, braided rope 
dangled from his neck.  Clearly, Bob Dorotik had 
been murdered.
 
TIME OF DEATH

When pathologists from the crime lab ar-
rived at the scene at 4:45 P.M., they looked for evi-
dence that would reveal the time of death.  They 
verified that Bob’s body was cold to the touch and 
in full rigor mortis.

Rigor mortis (Latin for “rigidity in death”) is a 
temporary stiffness in the body.  It usually begins 
up to 3 hours after death as a consequence of 
chemical changes in the muscles.  It starts in the 
face and neck.  Within about 12 hours, it spreads 
to the entire body.  After roughly 36 hours, the 
muscles soften again as the body begins to de-
compose.

The pathologists concluded that Bob had 
been dead for more than 12 hours, but probably 
less than 16 hours.

THE AUTOPSY ROOM
At 9:30 A.M. on February 15, the patholo-

gists performed a five-hour, detailed autopsy of 
Bob’s corpse, beginning on the outside.  They 
noted the precise size, shape, and color of every 
mark on his body.  They detected seven areas of 
multiple cuts and bruises on his head, rope marks 
on his neck, and more than a dozen superficial 
injuries.

One clue was especially interesting.  The pa-
thologists found a small piece of Bob’s scalp lying 
directly on the skin of his chest.  Since the piece of 

scalp was found under Bob’s shirt and not on top 
of it, it was possible that the killer had murdered 
Bob first, and then put the running clothes on 
his dead body.  This called into question whether 
Bob had really gone running, as Jane had told the 
police. 

UNDER THE SKIN
Next, the pathologists cut into Bob’s body to 

search for more clues.  They studied and weighed 
every major organ.  The brain injuries confirmed 
the theory that head trauma was the cause of 
death.  The stomach also revealed an important 
clue: undigested red meat.

Jane had told investigators that Bob ate 
steak for dinner on February 12.  She also said she 
saw Bob alive the following afternoon.  But an 
analysis of Bob’s stomach contents told a different 
tale.

The undigested steak in Bob’s stomach 
proved that he was killed soon after he ate.  If 
Bob had eaten the steak in the evening, as Jane 
said, she could not have seen him alive the next 
afternoon. 

THE SUSPECT
The pathologists’ discoveries didn’t prove 

that Jane was the killer, but they gave investiga-
tors reasons to form a theory about her guilt.  First, 
someone had put Bob’s running clothes on his 
body after his death, and Jane had access to those 
clothes.  Further, the condition of Bob’s stomach 
contents suggested that Jane was lying about the 
last time she saw him alive.

With the help of other forensic scientists 
and crime lab techniques, investigators ac-
cumulated enough evidence to arrest Jane on 
February 17.  On June 12, 2001, a jury found her 
guilty, and she was later sentenced to 25 years in 
prison.  Jane, who has been working to prove her 
innocence since her arrest, is currently in prison 
in California.
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1010

• Text maintains past-tense action verbs 
throughout. 
• A colon can signify a list or be used for 
dramatic effect.

107

• Extra information for the reader can 
be put inside parentheses. 

3
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• Commas separate words/ideas in a 
series. 

5

• New facets of the topic are indicated 
with paragraph indents.

6



EVIDENCE OF THE 6 TRAITS IN INFORMATIONAL TEXT:
IDEAS ORGANIZATION VOICE WORD CHOICE SENT. FLUENCY CONVENTIONS

www.SmekensEducation.com

Body of Evidence: Pathologists examine a body and uncover a web of lies, deceit  — and murder
1 On February 13, 2000, at around 1:00 P.M., a 
man named Bob Dorotik went running in south-
ern California and never came back.  At 7:45 P.M., 
his wife Jane called the police and reported him 
missing.  About nine hours later, at 4:36 A.M. on 
February 14, the police found Bob’s body lying in 
a patch of poison oak along his favorite jogging 
path.  There was blood on Bob’s face and wounds 
on the back of his head.  A black, braided rope 
dangled from his neck.  Clearly, Bob Dorotik had 
been murdered.
 
TIME OF DEATH

When pathologists from the crime lab ar-
rived at the scene at 4:45 P.M., they looked for evi-
dence that would reveal the time of death.  They 
verified that Bob’s body was cold to the touch and 
in full rigor mortis.

Rigor mortis (Latin for “rigidity in death”) is a 
temporary stiffness in the body.  It usually begins 
up to 3 hours after death as a consequence of 
chemical changes in the muscles.  It starts in the 
face and neck.  Within about 12 hours, it spreads 
to the entire body.  After roughly 36 hours, the 
muscles soften again as the body begins to de-
compose.

The pathologists concluded that Bob had 
been dead for more than 12 hours, but probably 
less than 16 hours.

THE AUTOPSY ROOM
At 9:30 A.M. on February 15, the patholo-

gists performed a five-hour, detailed autopsy of 
Bob’s corpse, beginning on the outside.  They 
noted the precise size, shape, and color of every 
mark on his body.  They detected seven areas of 
multiple cuts and bruises on his head, rope marks 
on his neck, and more than a dozen superficial 
injuries.

One clue was especially interesting.  The pa-
thologists found a small piece of Bob’s scalp lying 
directly on the skin of his chest.  Since the piece of 

scalp was found under Bob’s shirt and not on top 
of it, it was possible that the killer had murdered 
Bob first, and then put the running clothes on 
his dead body.  This called into question whether 
Bob had really gone running, as Jane had told the 
police. 

UNDER THE SKIN
Next, the pathologists cut into Bob’s body to 

search for more clues.  They studied and weighed 
every major organ.  The brain injuries confirmed 
the theory that head trauma was the cause of 
death.  The stomach also revealed an important 
clue: undigested red meat.

Jane had told investigators that Bob ate 
steak for dinner on February 12.  She also said she 
saw Bob alive the following afternoon.  But an 
analysis of Bob’s stomach contents told a different 
tale.

The undigested steak in Bob’s stomach 
proved that he was killed soon after he ate.  If 
Bob had eaten the steak in the evening, as Jane 
said, she could not have seen him alive the next 
afternoon. 

THE SUSPECT
The pathologists’ discoveries didn’t prove 

that Jane was the killer, but they gave investiga-
tors reasons to form a theory about her guilt.  First, 
someone had put Bob’s running clothes on his 
body after his death, and Jane had access to those 
clothes.  Further, the condition of Bob’s stomach 
contents suggested that Jane was lying about the 
last time she saw him alive.

With the help of other forensic scientists 
and crime lab techniques, investigators ac-
cumulated enough evidence to arrest Jane on 
February 17.  On June 12, 2001, a jury found her 
guilty, and she was later sentenced to 25 years in 
prison.  Jane, who has been working to prove her 
innocence since her arrest, is currently in prison 
in California.
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• Informational text is packed with meaty 
information (Ideas). 
• Ideas are developed with different types 
of details (e.g., numbers, names, etc.).
• Setting describes the time, date, and 
location details (Organization).
• Murder (a highly emotional subject) is 
described with a matter-of-fact, all-busi-
ness voice (Voice).
• Proper nouns are capitalized 
(Conventions).
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• Time-stamps serve as transitions. They 
connect one event to the next (Org.).
• Topic-specific vocabulary includes 
adjectives, nouns, and verbs (Word 
Choice).
• Commas separate words/ideas in a 
series (Conventions). 

5

• Fast-forward through less relevant 
information. Pacing is faster (Org.).
• Conclude with a status update. Where 
are they now? (Organization)

11

• Transition words connect one event/
step to the next (Organization).
• Precise action verbs add description 
(Word Choice).
• A colon can signify a list or be used for 
dramatic effect (Conventions).

7

• Informational text teaches (informs) 
the reader. Including definitions and 
explanations to new/unfamiliar terms 
demonstrates an awareness of the audi-
ence (Word Choice). 
• Parenthetical aside serves as an extra 
detail “whispered” to the reader (Voice).
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• New facets of the topic are indicated 
with paragraph indents (Conventions).
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• The first sentence in the section 
serves as the topic sentence. Support-
ing details are then developed (Ideas).

2

• Experts on the topic are referenced. 
They provide additional facts for the 
reader (Ideas).

4

• Tiny details create a significant impact 
(Ideas).
• Sentence-lengths should vary 
(Sentence Fluency).

6

Sub-heads label main ideas (Org.).

• A twist (e.g., contrasting information, 
unexpected detail, etc.) keeps the 
reader engaged (Voice).
• But alerts the reader to upcoming 
information that will be contrasting 
(Sentence Fluency).
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• After providing facts and research, 
the significance of the information is 
explained to the reader. What does it all 
mean? (Ideas)
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• Apostrophes indicate possessives 
(pathologists’ discoveries) and contrac-
tions (didn’t). (Conventions)
• A compound sentence that includes 
two related ideas is separated with a 
comma (Sentence Fluency).
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