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Critique the content & quality
What words best describe the visual/video?
How does the visual/video clarify/support the words/message?
What is excluded from the scene/image? 
Do these omissions impact the meaning?
What went into making the visual/video? 
Was the visual/video presented in a credible/realistic way? 
What words would you add/change to better convey the 

message?
What visual details would you add/change to better convey the 

message?
Compare information presented in different media/format/

versions— Which is a stronger depiction of the intended 
message?

What information do you gain from this visual/video version that 
may be missing from a traditional print text?

Could this same message be presented in a different form (or with 
a different image)? What would you suggest and why?

What is a question that this text/format leaves unanswered?

Argue the effectiveness 
What do you like about the visual/video? 
What are the positives of this visual/video? The negatives?
How persuasive/influential is the message to the intended 

audience?
How does your knowledge of other visuals/videos help you to 

know that this one is successful/unsuccessful?
What would make the visual/video better/more effective?
Would you have chosen a different perspective or format for the 

visual/video? Why or why not?

Evaluate the influence on the reader
What’s appealing about this visual/video?
Who is the intended audience? 
Why does this visual/video matter?
What’s the significance?
What’s the value of this “text” in the world?
How does this visual/video support your prior knowledge? 
How has this visual/video adjusted the way you think?
What do you think the “author” hopes will happen as a result of 

this visual/video?

Analyze the images (visuals)
What do the images remind you of?
Where else have you seen images like that? 
How does color choice add to the meaning?
How does the “author” make the main idea/important part obvious?
How do the artistic techniques contribute to the meaning?
What is put in contrast in the visual/video?

Analyze the words (verbal)
What do the spoken/written words imply?
What’s the relationship between the words and images? 
How do the images/illustrations convey the words? 
Does font choice affect the message?

Analyze the organization/structure/layout
What type of information is conveyed? How is it organized?

By sequence/time/chronological order?
By categories/facets/parts?
By similarities and differences?
By cause(s) and effect(s)?
By problem(s) and solution(s)?
By claim(s) and evidence?

What did the “author” choose to visually emphasize?
Does the spacing/lack of spacing affect the interpretation/meaning? 
How does the layout/format support a logical flow of ideas?

Analyze the “author’s” purpose and message
What is the purpose of the visual/video (e.g., to persuade, to explain, 

to document, to entertain, to analyze, etc.)?
How is the “author’s” purpose obvious?
What tone or mood do you sense?
What point do you think the “author” was trying to make?
What is the “author’s” message?
How do you know what the “author” intended?
What does the “author” hope to gain by making this public?

Analyze the “author’s” perspective
Does the angle of the visual/video add to the meaning?
From what/whose perspective is this event/concept/moment being 

told? How do you know?
What facets of the visual/video would change if the perspective were 

different?

Observe in general
What do you see/observe? What am you looking at?
What’s happening? What’s about to happen?

Observe setting/background
What do you know about this?
Where/When is this happening/taking place (e.g., time, location)?
What is the context?
Who created this visual/video?

Identify the main idea
What does it mean? What’s the message?
What’s it all about?
What is the focal point or emphasis?
What is the most important part? 
What parts work together to show what it’s all about?
What function or purpose does this visual/video serve?

Observe visual details
What observable details can you see?

Describe the people (clothing, gender, age, action, expression).
Describe any other characters/animals.
Describe when/where the events/activities are taking place.
Describe any relevant objects/props.
Describe the events/activities taking place.
Describe concept or idea being depicted.

Observe verbal details
What literal words can you see (visual) or hear (audio)?

What words are spoken by the characters/speakers/narrator?
What words are typed/overlaid within the visual/video?
What words are in the background?
What words/sounds/music are part of the audio?

Observe relationships & connections
What/Who is next to what/whom (i.e., physical relationship)?
How do the characters fit within the setting? 
How are ideas/people/objects/actions connected or related?

Related by causes & effects. 
Related by problems & solutions. 
Related by similarities & differences.
Related by parts to whole. 
Connected symbolically or figuratively.
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