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“I feel more confident about 
teaching informative & 
argumentative writing. 

Kristina definitely breaks 
it down & uses her fire & 

passion to help teachers use 
these ideas in the classroom.” 

~ E. Shadley



A personal invitation from Kristina Smekens

What teachers say about Kristina Smekens
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Kristina Smekens
After a day-long training with Kristina 
Smekens, teachers leave excited and 
ready to apply new ideas in their own 
classrooms. This is because Kristina has 
a gift for making the complex seem 
simple—for showing teachers how to 
meet the needs of readers and writers 
by bridging the gap between education 
research and  practical, classroom-
tested strategies that work.

President and lead consultant for 
Smekens Education, Kristina is a highly 
sought after speaker and author who 
has spent more than a dozen years 
supporting K-12 educators with on-site 
school trainings, regional seminars, and 
an always-growing pool of print, digital, 
and video resources. 

She is well known for offering 
innovative ideas, but also for the 
energetic and enthusiastic way in 
which she delivers every professional 
development session. 

A certified 6-Traits trainer, Kristina is the 
author of several books and resources 
including Launching the Writer’s 
Workshop: Grades K-2, Launching the 
Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3-12, Trait-
Based Writing: Lessons and Activities,  
The Writing Parent Pack, and more. 

“Kristina is one of the elite group of 
presenters who can keep you enter-
tained and engaged throughout the 

entire workshop.”  T. Ellred

“Kristina’s passion for providing 
educators with specific strategies is 
amazing. They are well thought-out, 
easy-to-use, and add great potential 
for student success.” A. Drummond

“Kristina Smekens is great at 
explaining and demonstrating 

what she is presenting. The best 
presenter I have had the pleasure of 

witnessing. She is engaging while 
sharing practical/useful ideas we 
can take back & use in the class-

room. What she says makes sense—
and the secret site is sooo helpful!" 

S. Dougan

“The pertinent material was deliv-
ered in an energetic, teacher-friendly 

manner. Kristina’s ability to relate, 
in a humorous manner, to how real 

students react made me feel like ‘she 
gets it.’” J. Regruth

“Kristina’s enthusiasm is contagious! 
Her practical, realistic ideas and re-
sources help educators feel confi-
dent—I can do this!” D. Daggett

“I’m filled to the brim with great 
ideas!” D. Enrietti

“As always, Kristina was dynamic! 
Her energy kept me engaged and 
her materials are so well organized 
that I can easily find and use things 

after I leave.” S. Springer

“Kristina makes teaching so 
exciting!” B. Grzanich

Dear Colleague,

The focus of the writing curriculum should be generating strong argumentative 
and informative products. The standards dictate it, the assessments follow it, college 
writing relies on it, and real-world career-writing proves it. It is expected that K-12 
teachers show students how to clearly communicate information and how to convince 
readers their ideas are relevant.

However, the college and career-ready standards do not mandate a list of specific 
lessons to teach per grade level. The good news is teachers are free to provide students 
with whatever instruction their professional judgment deems most helpful. A great deal 
is left to the discretion of teachers and curriculum developers. Unfortunately, many 
teachers feel ill-equipped to 
make such decisions. What 
skills are most important to 
teach in each unit? Where do 
I find mini-lessons to teach 
these skills?  

It is with these questions 
in mind that I invite you to 
join me for two days of fast-
paced, targeted training on 
how to effectively plan and 
deliver writing instruction 
that is standards-driven. 

During the first 
day, when the focus 
is on informative writing, we will study skills needed for students to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding about a topic or text. Then, after explanatory writing 
skills are addressed, the emphasis on day two shifts. Now the focus becomes drawing 
conclusions and sharing opinions about those ideas and supporting those viewpoints 
with logical reasons.

It’s realistic to expect that the average classroom teacher doesn’t feel like an expert 
writer. And consequently, building a curriculum to improve students’ informative and 
argumentative writing skills may be daunting. However, at the end of these two days, 
you’ll have the confidence (and LOTS of practical, ready-to-go mini-lesson ideas) to 
scaffold your writing instruction one mini-lesson at a time.

P.S. Remember to invite your colleagues to share these days with you. That will give 
you collaborative time while you’re at the workshop and common understanding 
when you return to your school.
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Rigorous teaching for

 Standards-Based
 LITERACY CLASSROOMS

Top reasons to attend this workshop

1. Just assigning students to do more writing won’t improve their writing.
The secret to writing success is pairing frequent writing opportunities with explicit writing instruction. 
Students need their teachers to break down the abstract qualities of good writing. More than telling 
students what to do, our writing curriculum must include a heavy dose of how to do it. 

2. Argumentative and informative writing are essential skills for today’s students.
Conveying information clearly and articulating a strong argument are among the more challenging 
writing skills reflected in today’s standards. Kristina will provide dozens of lesson ideas to help teachers 
address these modes of writing with confidence.  

3. Students need to recognize different writing purposes.
Writing to inform is very different than writing to persuade or share feelings. Students must learn the 
unique characteristics of the different modes of writing in order to fully accomplish writing tasks. 

Top questions teachers ask about teaching writing units
u How many different types of writing should I plan to teach in a year? 

u There are so many writing skills I could teach; which ones are most important?

u How do the 6 Traits fit into the different writing units?

u Is argumentative writing really all that different from persuasive writing?

u What is a “short research project” as stated in the writing standards?

u How do you teach students to stop plagiarizing in expository writing and omit the words 
     I and you in argumentative writing?

u How can my writing instruction prepare students for the skills they need when writing about  
      their reading on standardized assessments?

u How can I incorporate informative and argumentative writing into my subject-area learning?

u How do you wean students off dependence on the teacher to hand-hold them through the  
     writing process/unit? 

Can't attend? We'll come to you. 
Smekens Education specializes in providing 
customized, on-site professional development 
in the areas of reading and writing. Our training 
team is best known for showing teachers how to 
apply research-based literacy strategies in ways 
that are practical and effective. For details on how 
this workshop, or others, can be customized to fit 
your exact needs and presented at your school or 
district, call toll free (888) 376-0448 today! 

Kristina 
Smekens

Courtney 
Gordon

Kristi 
McCullough

“Kristina and her crew never disappoint! Their staff is 
knowledgeable, accessible, and always ready to help 
with questions and suggestions that are practical for 
life in a busy classroom!” E. Opper

Powerful topics
Day 1: Strategies to Teach 
Informative Writing

Day 2: Strategies to Teach 
Argumentative Writing

Attend both days, or choose just one.

Who Should Attend?
• K-12 English / Language Arts 
Teachers

• Literacy Coaches / Coordinators

• Grades 6-12 Social Studies & 
Science Teachers

• Title I Teachers / Directors

• ELL Teachers

• K-12 Gifted & Talented Teachers

• K-12 Principals & Assistant 
Principals

Direct Ties to Standards
The strategies shared during this 
two-day workshop mirror the K-12 
grade-level expectations outlined 

within the read-
ing and writing 

portions of the 
Common 
Core State 
Standards 

(CCSS).  For 
Indiana attendees, 

direct correlation will 
also be illustrated from Indiana’s 
College & Career-Ready Standards. 

Additionally, the after-reading 
writing activities shared during 
these workshops are in line with 
the Indiana Reading Framework 
requirements for the 90-minute 
reading block.
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Informative Writing – Itinerary
7:30–8:30 a.m.
Registration & breakfast snack

8:30–10:00 a.m.
Take stock of your current curriculum and 

understanding of research writing

Customize a yearlong calendar of informative, 
expository, & explanatory units

10:00–10:15 a.m.
Morning break & book shopping

10:15–11:30 a.m.
Receive lesson ideas to teach students how to: 

• Collect information from one text and research 
facts from multiple sources  
• Generate accurate summaries & paraphrases

Update your yearlong calendar to include specific 
mini-lessons to teach per mini-unit

11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Enjoy lunch on your own

12:45–2:00 p.m.
Receive lesson ideas to teach students how to: 

• Organize abundant facts by facet or format

2:00–2:15 p.m.
Afternoon break & book shopping

2:15–3:30 p.m.
Receive lesson ideas to teach students how to:
• Synthesize understanding into a topic sentence/

thesis statement 
• Include important & interesting information

Update your yearlong calendar
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“Every aspect was awesome: organization, 
presentation, resources, your energy & 
passion!” J. O’Farrell

“Excellent presentation! Lots of good, appli-
cable information and great resources. This 
will be a great tool I can use to improve the 
writing abilities of all my students.” L. Wilson

“I never realized that I really need to be 
conscious of how much of each type 
of writing I should be teaching. This 
workshop taught me to move away from 
modeling and to move toward mentor-
ing—and gave me the great ideas to 
know how.” A. Vicari

What others say about Smekens workshops

Informative Writing
Strategies to Teach

Workshop Overview
Writers need to move beyond restating 
collected facts and details. They have to 
synthesize ideas in order to demonstrate 
a deep understanding of a topic or text 
within expository writing. This one-day 
workshop will reveal the essential instruc-
tion necessary to produce this type of 
informative writing. 

Training Topics
• Dissect the informative writing standard for the unique skills to be taught 

at each level.

• Recognize the various genres that fall under the expository umbrella and 
how they can be integrated into a variety of content-area and ELA writing 
experiences throughout the year.

• Receive dozens of mini-lesson ideas that target the essential skills in 
strong expository writing. 

• Learn which conventions are most relevant in expository writing.

• Understand how to mirror the simulated research-writing tasks students 
face on standardized assessments. 

When you leave, you’ll be able to...
u Incorporate frequent research writing experiences into your curriculum.

u Increase the speed at which students glean information from sources. 

u Navigate the Internet more efficiently and support students to do the same.

u Move students beyond predictable introductions and summary conclusions.

u Execute a customized calendar of lessons to teach informative writing. 

Teachers who attend the Informative Writing 
workshop will be given a complimentary one-
month subscription to Kristina’s matching videos on 
webPD: Developing Pictorial Writing Skills; Developing 
Ideas; Developing Paragraphs; and Teaching 
Informative Writing. During the complimentary 
subscription period, teachers are encouraged to 
share access with every colleague 
in their school, allowing 
the entire staff to learn 
key concepts from the 
workshop. 

Free follow-up training video

DAY 1



Strategies to Teach

“Loved receiving ideas on how to integrate 
writing into daily/weekly activities and 
loved having an idea of how to plan a writ-
ing year in my reading classroom.”  
R. Bonacci-Klaeser

“Definitely a must! Authentic, purposeful 
writing with explicit instruction.” C. Wilson

“The build-a-calendar sample was really 
helpful. It will help me have a plan for 
implementation.” M. French

“The best part was learning about what 
to expect for argumentative writing. I was 
really nervous, but Kristina gave us tools to 
prepare for ISTEP.” J. Bard

What others say about Smekens workshops

Workshop Overview
It’s not by accident that the first type of 
writing listed in the standards is persua-
sive/argumentative. More than just re-
stating information, students must know 
how to articulate their feelings, opinions, 
and viewpoints based on logical reasons 
and relevant evidence. However, for 
many teachers, this standard is an area of anxiety and weakness. After attend-
ing this one-day workshop, K-12 teachers will walk away with dozens of lesson 
ideas that they can easily incorporate into their yearlong writing curriculum.

Training Topics
• Dissect the argumentative writing standard for what it looks like in primary, 

intermediate, and secondary classrooms.

• Receive dozens of mini-lesson ideas that target the essential skills in strong 
opinion, persuasive, and argumentative writing. 

• Learn which conventions are most relevant in opinion-based writing units.  

• Incorporate media-based texts, including commercials, infomercials, docu-
mentaries, online resources, wordless picture books, video clips, and more. 

When you leave, you’ll be able to...
u Recognize the subtle but significant differences between persuasive and 

argumentative writing. 

u Weave frequent argumentative writing experiences into subject-area  
learning and literary reading.

u Support students in identifying things they want to change, suggestions 
they want to make, and problems they want to solve. 

u Execute a customized calendar of lessons to teach opinion, persuasive,    
and/or argumentative writing. 

Argumentative Writing – Itinerary
7:30–8:30 a.m.
Registration & breakfast snack

8:30–10:00 a.m.
Describe the genres, topics, and assignments that 

comprise argumentative writing

Customize a yearlong calendar of opinion, 
persuasive, and/or argumentative units 

10:00–10:15 a.m.
Morning break & book shopping

10:15–11:30 a.m.
Receive lesson ideas to teach students how to: 

• Recognize multiple opinions/perspectives 
• Determine which side to align with 
• Develop multiple reasons

Update your yearlong calendar to include specific 
mini-lessons to teach per mini-unit

11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Enjoy lunch on your own

12:45–2:00 p.m.
Receive lesson ideas to teach students how to: 

• Prioritize reasons for impact and flow 
• Conclude with the reader in mind

2:00–2:15 p.m.
Afternoon break & book shopping

2:15–3:30 p.m.
Receive lesson ideas to teach students how to: 

• Fine-tune voice and word choice

Update your yearlong calendar

DAY 2
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Argumentative Writing

Teachers who attend the Argumentative Writing 
workshop will be given a complimentary one-month 
subscription to Kristina’s matching videos on webPD: 
Incorporating Labeling & List-Writing Lessons; Teaching 
Persuasive Writing; and Teaching Argumentative 
Writing. During the complimentary subscription 
period, teachers are encouraged to share 
access with every colleague 
in their school, allowing 
the entire staff to learn 
key concepts from the 
workshop. 

Free follow-up training video
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Program Cancellation
Smekens Education reserves the right to cancel programs based on low 
registration. In the unlikely event of a cancellation, all registrants will be 
notified and will receive full refunds. Please do not make non-refundable 
travel arrangements until you contact Smekens Education to find out if 
your program is being considered for cancellation.

On-site bookstore
Teachers always look forward to browsing the wide selection 
of professional books, picture books, and other resources 
available for purchase during the workshop. Cash, check, 
credit, debit, and purchase orders are all acceptable forms of 
payment. During the workshop, attendees will enjoy a 15% 
discount on all titles available both on site and online. 

Workshop locations

Planning & Facilitating a Close Reading  
(October & November 2016)

Support students in achieving a deep understanding of 
complex texts by preparing and executing a close reading in 
five steps.

Writing After a Close Reading 
(October & November 2016)

Teach students to argue and support their inferences using 
evidence collected from their reading.

Deepening Comprehension with the  
Six Steps of Vocabulary Instruction 
(October-December 2016)

This strategy-rich workshop for teachers in grades K-12 
is all about helping students improve comprehension 
by developing a deep understanding of core academic 
vocabulary. 

14 Power Strategies to Boost Reading 
& Writing Achievement on 
Standardized Tests (November & December 2016)

Throughout this two-day workshop, teachers in grades 
3-12 will learn how to use explicit instruction to teach the 
literacy strategies students need in order to be successful on 
standardized assessments. 

Teaching K-5 Reading with Small-Group 
Instruction (January & February 2017)

From mechanics to delivery, learn to execute small-group 
reading during the daily reading block.

Utilizing Data to Differentiate Small-Group 
Reading (January & February 2017)

Learn to use data as the driving force behind K-5 instruction 
that occurs during small-group guided reading. 

Literacy workshops
Can’t make it to this Smekens Education 
workshop? Don’t worry. There are 
workshops planned throughout the 
year. Check out what’s coming up!
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Satisfaction Guaranteed!
If you are not completely satisfied with this workshop, we will refund 
your entire registration fee—no questions asked.

CANCELLATIONS/SUBSTITUTIONS:  
Cancellations may occur up to 3 days prior to the selected workshop 
without penalty. A refund, minus a $50 service fee, will be paid for 
cancellations made within 3 days of the workshop. No refund will be 
given to registrants who fail to provide advance notice to Smekens 
Education of a cancellation. Substitutions may occur at any time. How-
ever, free registration (for principals) is non-transferable.

CHICAGO

MERRILLVILLE FT. WAYNE

COLUMBUS
INDY

Need a hotel  
room?
Smekens Education has 
negotiated discount 
hotel rates at each 
workshop location. 
To see our hotel 
recommendations 
and learn more about 
special rates, check out 
our website. 

JANUARY 11 & 12
INDIANAPOLIS, IN  •  Ritz Charles
12156 N. Meridian St., Carmel, IN 46032 
(317) 846-9158

JANUARY 24 & 25
MERRILLVILLE, IN  •  Avalon Manor
3550 East US Route 30, Merrillville, IN 46410
(219) 945-0888

JANUARY 26 & 27
CHICAGO, IL  •  Belvedere Banquets
1170 W. Devon Ave., Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
(847) 534-0600

FEBRUARY 2 & 3
DETROIT, MI  •  Embassy Suites, Livonia
19525 Victor Pkwy., Livonia, MI 48152
(734) 462-6000

FEBRUARY 7 & 8
FORT WAYNE, IN  •  The Landmark Centre
6222 Ellison Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46802
(260) 432-4500

FEBRUARY 15 & 16
COLUMBUS, OH  •  Courtyard Columbus West
2350 Westbelt Dr., Columbus, OH 43228
(614) 771-8999



Cost-saving options
Bring a team & save
When you bring a team of 10 or more, we will 
reduce the registration fee by 10%. Contact our 
office for team registration.  

Principals Attend Free!
With the paid registration of a staff member, 
the building principal may attend the same 
workshop(s) at no charge. (Registration is still 
required & no substitutions — principals only.)

FOUR WAYS TO REGISTER:
ONLINE: 

www.SmekensEducation.com

PHONE: 
(888) 376-0448

FAX:
(888) 376-0489

MAIL:
Smekens 

Education 
P.O. Box 332 
Warren, IN 

46792       

Continuing education
With prior approval from the attendee’s school 
district, participants may receive credit for 
5.5 hours of professional development for 
each one-day workshop. At the conclusion 
of the day, attendees receive a Certificate 
of Completion, which can be used to verify 
attendance. More information about how 
this workshop fulfills your state’s unique 
continuing education requirements 
can be found on our website at www.
SmekensEducation.com/credit.html.

Illinois-Specific Credit
As an approved professional development 
subcontractor, Smekens Education is happy to 
provide all Illinois teachers with state-approved 
professional development credit for attending 
this workshop in Illinois.

Graduate Credit
Thanks to a partnership with the Midwest 
Teachers Institute, attendees may elect to 
pursue three university-level graduate credits 
after attending both days of this workshop. 
These are non-degree credits designed for 
professional certification renewals and salary 
step increases. (Check with your district or 
employers to determine their policies for pay 
increases.) Registration details will be shared 
during the workshop. The cost of graduate 
credit is $300 and is separate from the cost of 
attending the workshop.

$

 JAN. 11  JAN. 12

Name:        

School name:

School address:      

City/State/Zip:

School phone:      

Title:       Grade level:

Primary email:

Alternate email:     

2. Complete the registration form below.

Cultivating Strong Informative & Argumentative K-12 Writers

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Ritz Charles, Carmel

MERRILLVILLE, IN
Avalon Manor

CHICAGO, IL
Belvedere Banquets, Elk Grove

DETROIT, MI
Embassy Suites, Livonia

FT. WAYNE, IN
The Landmark Centre

COLUMBUS, OH
Courtyard by Marriott West

WORKSHOP
LOCATIONS

INFORMATIVE
WRITING

DAY 1 DAY 2
ARGUMENTATIVE
WRITING

 JAN. 11, 2017

 JAN. 24, 2017

 JAN. 26, 2017

 FEB. 2, 2017

 FEB. 7, 2017

 FEB. 15, 2017

 JAN. 12, 2017

 JAN. 25, 2017

 JAN. 27, 2017

 FEB. 3, 2017

 FEB. 8, 2017

 FEB. 16, 2017

3. Provide payment information in the space below.

Early Bird registration (1 day): Standard registration (1 day):  
 One person       Team of 3+  One person       Team of 3+
$225                         $219 per person    $245                    $239 per person

Early Bird registration (2 days): Standard registration (2 days):  
 One person       Team of 3+  One person       Team of 3+
$435                         $423 per person    $455                    $443 per person
Early Bird registrations must be received at least 15 days in advance of the workshop.

REGISTRATION 
FEES:

 
PAYMENT: 
 Check made payable to Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

 Purchase Order attached (#________________________________) 

Charge to:   Visa   Master Card   Discover

Card Number Expiration Date

Authorized signature: X ___________________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s name (PLEASE PRINT): _________________________________________________________

TOTAL 
Amount Due:

1. Select the appropriate location, workshop, and date.

2. Complete the registration form below.

3. Provide payment information in the space below.




