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“BRILLIANT! INCREDIBLE!

Candy Kramer • principal at Sward School, Oak Lawn, IL
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INSPIRING

Your energy and enthusiasm 
make your audience hang 

on your every word.”

Sold out
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Each year I get pumped up about a brand new lineup of topics 
to present at our Literacy Retreat. This year is no different. 

Over the course of two full days, I will present six unique 
sessions that are loaded with ready-to-use strategies and 
resources for teaching reading and writing.

Again this year, our content for the Retreat will focus on topics 
that are relevant for virtually every teacher on the literacy 
spectrum, whether they teach second graders or seniors. And, 
as always, all Retreat content is rooted in the standards and 
expectations for College & Career Readiness. 

While all the session topics apply to a broad grade range, I take 
special care to make sure all attendees leave with ideas applicable 
to their unique grade levels and/or subject areas. 

The only thing better than spending two days learning rich new 

content is doing so in an atmosphere that is both relaxing and 
fun. The laid-back and comfortable ambiance of our three venues 
provides the perfect backdrop for you to relax and recharge 
before gearing up for a new school year. 

So pull out your calendar, decide which location works best 
for you, and sign up! I look forward to seeing you in June at one of 
our three locations!

Kristina Smekens
President & Lead Consultant
Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

We want to help you relax & recharge!

A full-time literacy consultant, Kristina 
has built a reputation for using enthusiasm, 
humor, and common sense to equip K-12 
educators with practical, demystifying 
strategies for teaching reading and writing. 

As president and lead consultant for 
Smekens Education, Kristina is constantly 
developing new strategies to help teachers 
meet the demands of today’s College and 
Career-Ready Standards. She shares those 
strategies with teachers across the United 
States and beyond through on-site school 
trainings, regional seminars, and an always-
growing pool of print, digital, and video 
resources.

Kristina has a gift for making the 
complex seem simple— for showing 
teachers how to meet the needs of readers 
and writers by bridging the gap between 
education research and classroom-tested 
strategies that work. Well known for offering 
innovative ideas, Kristina has created more 
than 50 “Smekens Originals,” a compilation 
of books, guides, and classroom tools 
designed to help teachers implement 
best-practice literacy strategies. Among 
the most popular of these resources are her 
best-selling books, Launching the Writer’s 
Workshop: Grades K-2 and Launching the 
Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3-12. 

Kristina Smekens 
MEET THE PRESENTER

Carol Brown • teacher 
at Ankeney Middle School, 

Beavercreek, OH

“Kristina was 

Her energy is 
contagious & 
she interjects 

humor to 
lighten the 
intensity. 

Once again, 
Kristina has 

reminded me 
that I have 

a wonderful 
job! She is 

inspirational!”

FABULOUS 
AS ALWAYS!
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For over a decade, educators have been attending the Literacy Retreat to 
get an infusion of classroom-ready techniques for teaching reading and 
writing in grades 2-12. It’s during the Retreat that Kristina Smekens unveils 
her newest strategies for achieving best-practice literacy instruction.   

There’s nothing boring about the Literacy Retreat! Kristina Smekens will 
cultivate two days of enthusiasm by bringing life (and even some laughs)  
to her research-based literacy strategies.

Retreat participants receive a beautifully designed, full-color binder packed 
with ready-to-use strategies, blackline masters, and other resources. 

Beyond the binder, attendees are also given lifetime access to the Retreat’s 
“secret website.”  This password-protected area of the Smekens website 
features additional resources to accompany each session, including videos, 
PowerPoint and SmartBoard documents, web links, and more. 

Literacy Retreat attendees are pampered and appreciated! Each day 
includes a complimentary hot breakfast, buffet lunch, and afternoon snack. 
Plus, our on-site staff make sure that chocolate is always within reach and 
note-taking supplies never run out.

High-energy sessions

Amazing materials

Special touches

Digital resources

WHO ATTENDS THE LITERACY RETREAT?
2-6 General Education Teachers  2-12 Special Education Teachers  

Literacy Coaches  & Coordinators 6-12 Language Arts Teachers

6-12 Social Studies Teachers 6-12 Science Teachers

ELL Teachers     Title I Teachers

High Ability Teachers  Principals & Assistant Principals 

Innovative ideas

Who benefits the most? 
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHERS
FROM GRADES 2-12!  

Teachers always look forward to browsing the wide 
selection of professional books, picture books, and 
other resources available on site from The Literacy 
Store. Again this year, Retreat attendees will enjoy a 
15% discount on all in-stock titles.  For an advance 
look at what The Literacy Store has to offer, visit 
www.TheLiteracyStore.com.

We like to keep our prizes and giveaways a secret 
until the “big reveal,” but we’ll tell you this much: every 
attendee will go home with at least one free book and 
ideas for how to use it!

on-site bookstore!

free books!

“LOVE IT!
The giveaways are 

fun, the enthusiasm 
is fantastic, and the 

information is inspiring!”

During the Literacy Retreat, no session is complete 
without everyone getting a prize! (Who doesn’t love 
free gifts with an instructional purpose?)

Prizes for all!

WHAT TO EXPECT AT THIS 2-DAY GETAWAY:

Darla Maillet • assistant principal at  
Rosa Parks Elementary School, Indianapolis, IN



www.SmekensEducation.com  •  (888) 376-0448

DECODE THE ELUSIVE  

ORGANIZE IDEAS BEFORE 

BUILD STRATEGIC READERS 

“RELATIONSHIP STANDARD”

CRAFTING & DRAFTING

Session

Session

Session

Today’s college and career-ready reading standards require students to explain how individuals, ideas, or events 
are related to one another. Commonly referred to as the “relationship standard,” this type of thinking is new, 
unfamiliar, and gets complex quickly. The root of this standard asks students to analyze how story elements 
(literature) or ideas (informational text) interact, affect, impact, influence, shape, or relate to one another. To 
prepare students to think this way, teachers must understand the combination of necessary subskills. 

n Learn techniques to help students describe an isolated idea and track its development across a text.

n Acquire strategies to trace the interaction between two ideas throughout a text. 

n Gain strategies to analyze how multiple facets impact other ideas over the course of the text.   

Organization doesn’t just happen. It requires a specific process of determining where things fit best. The same 
process used to organize personal belongings and everyday tasks must be applied to grouping and sorting 
information before writing. With a sequence of small steps, students can confidently and independently reign in 
the chaos and create coherent and cohesive writing for any genre.

n Identify the three most common approaches (and graphic organizers) for organizing any information.

n Learn techniques to help students identify and organize “like” ideas by grouping points that go together. 

n Obtain a lesson sequence for building writers who can organize ideas for any piece.  

It’s easy to see how literacy instruction plays a role in language arts, science, and social studies, but it’s 
also a vital part of teaching math. Research shows that students tend to struggle more with reading and 
comprehending math problems than they do with the actual computation. Just because a student can “do the 
math,” doesn’t mean he can read or write like a mathematician. 

n Emphasize the understanding of math concepts, rather than just computation.

n Address the difficulties of domain-specific vocabulary and technical language.

n Learn how to guide students to closely read word problems and reveal their thinking on paper.

1

 2

3

OF MATHEMATICAL TEXTS

LITERACY
RETREAT

2018

DAY 1

EXTENDED 
SESSION!



www.SmekensEducation.com  •  (888) 376-0448

SEPARATE 

CAPTIVATE THE INTEREST 

KNOW THE NARRATIVE  

FACT FROM FICTION

OF THE UNDER-MOTIVATED

Session

Session

Session

As educators prepare students to be informed citizens in the Digital Age, it is increasingly important to 
equip them with the skills needed to differentiate fact from fiction. While vast access to information has 
many benefits, new gray areas blur the lines between news, entertainment, and opinions. Students need to 
have the skills to analyze all types of information for accuracy, balance, and perspective. 

n Learn methods to strengthen students’ understanding of fact versus opinion. 

n Gain age-appropriate strategies to help students identify and debunk “fake news.”

n Acquire mini-lesson ideas to strengthen critical analysis skills.

Educators at every level grapple with the challenge of how to engage students who seem apathetic and 
unmotivated. While the source of students’ disinterest may be rooted in a variety of legitimate obstacles, 
the challenge for teachers remains. Beyond cultivating an enthusiasm for learning in general, this session 
focuses specifically on how to nurture an interest in reading and writing. 

n Understand the difference among appropriately challenging, inappropriately difficult, and 
unnecessarily mundane activities.

n Acquire ways to connect literacy skills to real-world concepts and pop culture.

n Learn strategies to blend students’ love of socializing with content-area learning. 

Although narrative writing is the third writing mode listed in the standards, it does have a place in today’s 
classrooms and tomorrow’s careers. Within the real world, police officers draft accident reports, medical 
personnel write up health histories, case workers document client actions, and more. This session will dig 
into the two required elements and one desired component of all stories—problem, solution, and tension. 

n Obtain strategies to teach students to craft narratives by first focusing on the middle (the problem) 
and then the end (the solution).

n Learn how to tweak traditional narrative units to align with the expectations of standardized tests (e.g., 
rewrite the story from a different character’s viewpoint).

n Gain understanding of how tension adds interest and elaboration to stories.

4

5

6

NON-NEGOTIABLES

EXCELLENT —
All sessions were

jam-packed with research, 
best practices, & ways 

to make it happen in the 
classroom.”

Julie Legg • teacher at  
Liberty Elementary School, Danville, IL

DAY 2

EXTENDED 
SESSION!
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FRENCH LICK 
SPRINGS HOTEL

DRURY LANE  
CONFERENCE  

CENTER

SHIPSHEWANA 
EVENT CENTER

June 12-13, 2018 June 19-20, 2018 June 26-27, 2018
SHIPSHEWANA, IN

HOTEL AMENITIES:
This hotel has something 
everyone can enjoy 
 — whether it’s golf, 
spa, hiking, biking, 
swimming, tennis, or 
shopping. Each room 
is appointed with 720 
thread-count sheets, 
a flat-screen TV, coffee 
maker, iron/ironing 
board, hair dryer, and 
free Wi-Fi. 

WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Double rooms: $164/night
Add state and local taxes (currently 11%).
Published rates valid until May 18, 2018.

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (888) 936-9360. Then provide the 
group code “0618SME.”

WHEN BOOKING ONLINE:  
www.frenchlick.com/hotels/frenchlick
Use code “0618SME” to receive the 
discounted rate.

CONFERENCE HOTEL: 
Blue Gate Garden Inn

HOTEL AMENITIES:
From an expansive 
breakfast buffet to a 
new pool and hot tub, 
the Garden Inn has 
everything to make you 
feel at home. Rooms are 
available for groups and 
families of all sizes. All 
rooms come with TV(s), 
coffee maker, microwave, refrigerator, iron/
ironing board, hair dryer, full length mirrors, 
and free Wi-Fi.

WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Single or Double: $110.98/night
Triple/Quad: Add $15 per person
State and local taxes (currently 12%) are 
additional. Published rates valid until  
May 26, 2018. 

Learn more about the Blue Gate Garden Inn:  
http://www.bluegategardeninn.com 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (800) 545-4725. Use group name 
“Smekens Education.” 

CONFERENCE HOTELS: 
Hilton Suites Chicago/
Oakbrook Terrace

Hilton Garden Inn/
Oakbrook Terrace

HILTON CAMPUS:
Whether you choose 
the Hilton Suites or 
the Hilton Garden Inn, 
both hotels are just 
a few steps from the 
Drury Lane Conference Center. At both hotels 
guests enjoy free Wi-Fi, parking, and shuttle 
service to nearby attractions and restaurants. 

HILTON SUITES WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Single: $163/night Double: $163/night
Triple: $173/night Quad: $183/night

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (630) 941-0100 (ext.1). Then provide the 
group name “Smekens Education.” 

HILTON GARDEN INN WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Single: $153/night Double: $153/night
Triple: $163/night Quad: $173/night

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (630) 941-1177 (ext.1). Then provide the 
group name “Smekens Education.” 

State and local taxes (currently 20%) are 
additional. Published rates valid until  
May 28, 2018. 

LITERACY
RETREAT

2018

Pick your
Destination

FRENCH LICK, IN CHICAGO, IL

sold out!
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Cancellations occurring 10 
days or more prior to the 
workshop will result in a 
refund, minus a $50 service 
fee. Cancellations occurring 
less than 10 days prior to the 
workshop do not qualify for 
any refund. Substitutions may 
occur at any time.

REGISTER EARLY
Save an easy $30 by submitting 
your registration early. The 
deadline for the Early Bird 
discount is April 1, 2018.

BRING A TEAM 
When you bring a team of 3 
or more, we will reduce the 
registration fee by $9 per 
person. 

For groups of 10 or more, take 
10% off the registration fee. 

Contact our office to make 
arrangements for team 
registration.

Cost-saving 
options

REGISTER ONLINE!

Cancellations  
& Substitutions3. Provide payment information in the space below.

Payment
 Check made payable to Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.
 Purchase Order attached (#_________________________________________) 

Charge to:   Visa   Mastercard   Discover

Card Number Expiration Date

Authorized signature: X

Cardholder’s name (PLEASE PRINT):

TOTAL 
Amount Due:

REGISTRATION FEES 
Includes two days of engaging instruction, a packet of full-color materials, session prizes, breakfast 
and lunch both days, snacks, plus lifetime access to the “secret website” of digital resources.

 Early Bird Registration (Received by April 1, 2018) $449

 Standard Registration (Received after April 1, 2018) $479

Attending with a group of 3 or more? Reduce your fee by $9 per person.

OPTIONAL ADD-ONS
 Extra copy of the Retreat handout packet   $40

 On-site bookstore voucher.   $25   $50   $100   Other $______
(Pre-paid bookstore vouchers are given to attendees during on-site registration.)

ONLINE:
www.SmekensEducation.com

PHONE:
(888) 376-0448

FAX:
(888) 376-0489

MAIL:
Smekens Education
P.O. Box 332
Warren, IN 46792

Four ways 
to register

2. Complete the registration form below.

PERSONAL INFO
Name:        

Title:        Grade:

Home / cell phone:

Preferred email:     

Alternate email:

T-shirt size: (100% cotton)    Small     Medium    Large     X-Large    2XL     3XL 

Dietary restrictions: (Please list.)

Do you plan to secure overnight accommodations at the conference hotel?     YES     NO
(Don’t forget to make your reservations early! Lodging is not included in conference registration.)

SCHOOL INFO
School name:

School address:      

City/State/Zip:

School phone:

Principal’s name: 

1. Select the appropriate location:

French Lick, IN JUNE 12-13, 2018 /

/

/ Shipshewana, IN

 JUNE 19-20, 2018 Chicago, IL

JUNE 26-27, 2018

REGISTRATION
LITERACY
RETREAT

2018

WDV1

sold out!




