
Launching the Writer’s Workshop:  Grades 3-12 , Kristina Smekens & Maureen Scane
 2017 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

Section 10: Teaching Voice
Mini-Lesson #3 — Infuse voice in 3 ways

V O I C E  I N  P E R S U A S I V E

Writing by St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth third grader (Ft. Wayne, IN)



Launching the Writer’s Workshop:  Grades 3-12 , Kristina Smekens & Maureen Scane
 2017 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

Section 10: Teaching Voice
Mini-Lesson #3 — Infuse voice in 3 ways

Writing by Horace Mann Elementary School fourth grader (Huntington, IN)

V O I C E  I N  P E R S U A S I V E

I see you need some advice on how to 
succeed in fourth grade. Well, you’ve defi-
nately come to the right person! I know lots 
of things about succeding in fourth grade— 
I am a fourth grader that’s doing pretty 
well so far!

To do really well in fourth grade, one of 
the biggest things you have to do is actively 
listen. Always listen to what the teacher 
says, especially when he/she is giving di-
rections. You don’t want to be the dope who 
goes up to the teacher and asks, “What are 
we supposed to do?” right after the teacher 
gave directions! Just don’t be afraid to ask 
good questions if you really are confused 
but even if you are confused, never say, ‘I 
don’t get it,” Say what you don’t get about 
it. Make sure you listen to other kid’s ques-
tions too—your teacher won’t like it if you 
ask the same question again!

Lesson number two is on shyness. Don’t 
ever let your shyness interfere with good 
questions or suggestions. Like I already 
said— just ask! If you’re not quite sure you 
should ask the teacher your question, then 
ask yourself this, “What is the worst thing 
that could happen if I ask this question?” if 
it’s only getting yelled at by your teacher or 
sent to the principal’s office then go ahead 
and ask— that’s not so bad. If you ever 
have an emergency and really need to go to 
the bathroom or you feel sick, just go! Don’t 
take the time to ask— by then you might 

have an accident! Just go and everyone (es-
pecially the janitor) will thank you later!

Are you sure you know how to behave 
like a proper fourth grader? That’s what 
the next lesson is about— behavior! Don’t 
ever talk back to the teacher— that will 
certainly get you into trouble! Fourth grade 
teachers (and all other teachers for that 
matter) do not like people who tattle! Un-
less someone is really hurting you— DO 
NOT TATTLE! (You’re going to be a fourth 
grader soon  you can handle your own 
problems!) Absolutely do not bother the 
teacher when he/she is doing something 
important — like counting or writing some-
thing down!

Never forget your homework! That can 
cause major problems! Get it in on time! 
Don’t ever say, “I didn’t have enough time.” 
(especially when you had the whole week-
end) or “I didn’t finish it. I’ll bring it in 
tomorrow.” If you forget it at school call a 
friend and ask them for the assignment. 

All of the lessons I have taught you are 
very important to be a sucessful fourth 
grader, but the best advice anyone could 
give you is to RELAX and be yourself! 
Listen to your instincts. If you do those 
three things and listen to all of your other 
advice from me, I am sure you can suceed 
in fourth grade! (and just about anything 
else.)

Fourth Grade Success
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G-e-o-r-g-i-a. Simple right? That’s what I thought at one point, too. Then, 

one tragic day, I discovered it isn’t that easy. Not only could I not spell Geor-

gia,  I couldn’t spell colony, lizard, favorite, blizzard, anything! I have always 

known I’m not much a speller, but goodness!

Songs started playing in my head as I tried to think of a tune to remember 

the spelling. “This Land Is Your Land?” No, I didn’t think that would work 

for this one. What I needed was a good old fashion acronym. George Eats 

Organic Radish Guts In Alabama. Didn’t make much sense, but I thought I 

would remember it. Is there such a thing as organic radish guts? Yuck, I re-

ally hoped not.

Now, how do I remember the millions of words I have acronyms for? Easy, 

scribble it down somewhere. On my hand, on a book, on my wall, or even on 

someone else. My world sure has filled up fast. Soon, I’m going to have to 

start memorizing words. I could just use a computer all the time. Spell check 

to me is like a calculator is to math class. I doubt anyone could even read this 

paper before it was edited.

I can still think back to when this whole spelling issue started. It was way 

back in first grade. We were going to the computer lab to write something.

“Spell it how it sounds,” the teacher would say. Well, of sounds like ov. So, 

of course, that is how I spelled it. What a mistake that was... little did I know, 

but I would be handicapped in spelling for the rest of my life.

I might not be able to win a spelling bee, but I sure love to write, and write 

I will. Maybe I should just type, at least until someone comes up with a spell 

check for pencil and paper.

My Spelling Predicament

Writing by Sunman-Dearborn Middle School eighth grader (Sunman, IN)




