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Section 11: Teaching Word Choice
Mini-Lesson #2 — Energize writing with strong action verbs

Then we dashed about, waving our hands in the air like nets, catching two, ten—hundreds of 
fireflies, thrusting them into jars, waving our hands for more.  
Fireflies! Julie Brinckloe 

 

Every morning when the alarm clock clanged, he swung his legs out of bed and swapped his 
pajamas for a fresh-pressed uniform. 

A Sick Day for Amos McGee, Philip & Erin Stead

Mammaw dipped a china teacup into the canister of flour, scooped out a cupful, and skimmed 
over the top with her finger. Then she dumped the flour into the bowl and added sugar from 
her black cookie jar. She let the mixture drift through her hands like I sifted sand at the beach. 
Saturdays and Teacakes, Lester Laminack

While Dog sleeps, Magpie and Fox streak past coolibah trees, rip through long grass, pelt over 
rocks. Fox runs so fast that his feet scarcely touch the ground, and Magpie exults, “At last I am 
flying. Really Flying!”  
Fox, Margaret Wild

Slowly, timidly, as though entering a shrine, the boy’s fingers crept into it, flexed, curled the 
cracked leather, brought it back to shape, to life. He laid the new ball in the palm, pressed 
glove and ball together, and the glove remembered and gave way and made a pocket for the 
ball.  
Maniac Magee, Jerry Spinelli

…the carriage dashed through streets and swept round corners, with women screaming be-
fore it, and men clutching each other and clutching children out of its way. At last, swooping 
at a street corner by a fountain, one of its wheels came to a sickening little jolt, and there was a 
loud cry from a number of voices, and the horses reared and plunged.  
A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens

Strong Action Verbs
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