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Section 11: Teaching Word Choice
Mini-Lesson #4 — Minimize helping and linking verbs

M I N I M I Z E  Helping & Linking V E R B S

Autumn

	 The sky is filled with leaves, autumn’s snow, on 

the earth. The giddy children have the brittle leaves 

in piles and can smell their earthy aroma. Chocolate 

chip cookies are baking to gooey perfection in toasty 

kitchens as the wind goes around the house. The 

trees are sad as they let go of the crimson leaves. 

The harvest moon is behind a cloud and is high up 

above during this autumn night. 
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Writing adapted from St. John-Emmanuel Lutheran School eighth grader (Monroeville, IN)


