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Section 4: Motivating Writers
Mini-Lesson #6 — Conduct focused edits

Editing BINGO
Using your current writing, apply any five strategies in a row.

Indicate which ones you utilized by marking the boxes with an X. 
When you’ve made the changes, staple this Bingo sheet to your writing. 

Change the beginnings 
of three sentences to 
include an introductory 
clause and a comma. 
Punctuation

Underline each  
sentence’s subject. 
Circle each  
sentence’s verbs.  
Use a pink pen to 
correct singular vs. 
plural agreement. 
Grammar

Underline all plural 
words. Double check 
the spelling. Spelling

Mark every new idea 
with the ¶ sign using a 
light blue pen. Check 
for indentation. 
Paragraphing

Change any could of 
or would of or should 
of verbs to could have, 
would have, or should 
have. Grammar

Put 2 related 
sentences together 
using a semicolon. 
Punctuation

Highlight all 
instances of there, 
their, and they’re. 
Read for meaning 
to make sure you’ve 
chosen the right 
form. Spelling

Highlight each 
adverb. Check to 
make sure all words 
used as adverbs 
have an –ly added if 
needed. Grammar

Touch the first letter 
in every sentence 
with a green pen. If it 
isn’t capitalized,  
underline it three 
times. Capitalization

Change 3 passive 
verbs to active. 
Grammar

Look for its and it’s in 
your writing. Read for 
meaning to make sure 
you’ve chosen the 
right form. Grammar

Add an ALL CAP 
phrase for emphasis. 
Capitalization

Highlight every 
pronoun in the 
piece. Change  
incorrect usage (e.g., 
he vs. him, I vs. me). 
Grammar

Check that days 
of the week and 
holidays are capital-
ized, but not seasons. 
Make corrections 
with an orange pen. 
Capitalization

Add 3 proper nouns 
and capitalize names 
in red. Capitalization

Find all contractions 
and check for 
apostrophes. 
Punctuation 

Look for all uses of 
then and than.
Read for meaning 
to make sure you’ve 
chosen the right 
form. Spelling

Look for your and 
you’re in your 
writing. Read for 
meaning to make 
sure you’ve chosen 
the right form. 
Grammar 

Highlight every 
pronoun in the piece. 
Change all that are 
vague and potentially 
confusing. Grammar

Create a compound 
sentence by adding 
a comma and a 
conjunction to two 
existing sentences. 
Punctuation

Check all quotes and 
dialogue for correct 
capitalization. 
Capitalization

Add a list using 
commas to separate 
items. Punctuation

Find 3 dinky words 
to replace with 
words from the 
thesaurus. Double 
check your spelling! 
Spelling

Replace 2 words with 
words from recent 
spelling/vocabulary 
lists. Spelling

Count the number 
of sentences in each 
paragraph. Add an 
additional sentence 
to 2 paragraphs. 
Paragraphing

Name ________________________________


