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Section 8: Teaching Ideas
Mini-Lesson #10 — Add description with comparison details

COMPARE SOME THING UNKNOWN TO SOME THING ALREADY KNOWN.

Convey Meaning Through Comparisons

DESCRIPTIVE
ATTRIBUTES

size

color

shape

movement

texture

number

composition

smell

taste

temperature

weight

age

location

habitat

direction

orientation

state

purpose

function

outcome

effect

Although (a butterfly’s) wings look like 
tissue paper, they are strong enough 
to fly miles and miles.  
Animals Black and White,  
Phyllis Limbacher Tildes

The winds in the eyewall, which reach 
speeds of 50 miles per hour, bounce 
the plane like a yo-yo.  
Storm Chasers, Trudi Strain Trueit

Comparisons teach INFORMATION.

We were Jews. Enough for them to 
take my mother and father from me. 
Like a length of kindling, in one stroke, 
they split our family. 
The Harmonica, Tony Johnston 

…Orphans in Romania were like dust 
hidden under a carpet— no one knew 
about them… 
Real Kids, Real Stories, Real Change,  
Garth Sundem

…(The dog) scrunched down, under a 
building, waiting like a soldier hiding 
from the enemy…  
The Blue House Dog,  
Deborah Blumenthal

Sound filled the swamp. Saplings 
crashed. The bear was a black hurri-
cane, mowing down obstructions. 
The Yearling, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings

Bat shouts as she flies, louder than a 
hammer blow, higher than a squeak.  
Bat Loves the Night, Nicola Davies

He runs so swiftly, it is almost as if 
he were flying… He flickers through 
the trees like a tongue of fire… Then 
Fox shakes Magpie off his back as he 
would a flea…  
Fox, Margaret Wild 

She let the mixture drift through her 
hands like I sifted sand at the beach. 
Saturdays and Teacakes,  
Lester Laminack

Elephants are the biggest land ani-
mals of all. A big male can weigh more 
than six tons—as much as 100 people.  
Grandma Elephant’s in Charge,  
Martin Jenkins 

Attached to hundreds of other eggs, 
she floated within an egg raft that was 
no bigger than half a grain of rice.  
Mosquito Bite, Alexandra Siy

Comparisons create EMPATHY.  

Comparisons demonstrate MAGNITUDE.

Comparisons provide DESCRIPTION. 

CONNECTING
WORDS

like

just like

as

reminds me of


