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Section 8: Teaching Ideas
Mini-Lesson #8 — Add specifics with name details

Add Specifics with Name Details

Once a week I coasted 
down our long steep drive, 
slowing only enough to 
make a turn onto a street 
and then onto another road. 

Pedal, pedal, pedal, past 
a lady’s house.

Pedal, pedal, pedal, 
around a farm and up the 
hill past a cemetery.

Pedal, pedal, pedal, past 
another lady’s house and on 
up to a gas station.

Every Saturday I coasted down our 
long steep drive, slowing only enough to 
make the turn onto Thompson Street, 
then left onto Bells Mill Road.

Pedal, pedal, pedal, past Mrs. Cofield’s 
house.

Pedal, pedal, pedal, around the horse 
pasture and up the hill past the cemetery 
where my grandfather was buried.

Pedal, pedal, pedal, past Mrs. Grace 
Owen’s house and on up to Chandler’s 
Phillips 66.

NO-BRAND VERSION

Excerpt from Saturdays and Teacakes, Lester Laminack

NAME-BRAND VERSION
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It was a brisk and cloudless 
night. People had gathered in 
the room, and the table looked 
elegant, as even small get- 
togethers at the house can be.

Two of them greeted two 
other people, as well as  
several more people.

Add Specifics with Name Details

It was a brisk and cloudless April 
evening. The guests had gathered in 
the Red Room, and the table looked 
elegant, as even small dinner parties 
at the White House can be.

Eleanor and Hall greeted Amelia 
and G.P., as well as several reporters 
and a photographer.

NO-BRAND VERSION NAME-BRAND VERSION

Excerpt from Amelia and Eleanor Go For A Ride, Pam Muñoz Ryan
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Add Specifics with Name Details

The batter glared at 
the guy and threw the bat 
down in disgust. He told 
people that that would 
be the last time he’d bat 
against a woman! The 
crowd was stunned. A girl 
had struck out the batter! 
It couldn’t be! It was a mis-
take, a fluke!

Babe Ruth glared at the umpire and 
threw the bat down in disgust. He told  
reporters that that would be the last time 
he’d bat against a woman! The crowd was 
stunned. A girl had struck out the “Sultan 
of Swat”! It couldn’t be! It was a mistake, 
a fluke! 

NO-BRAND VERSION

Excerpt from Mighty Jackie: The Strike-out Queen, Marissa Moss

NAME-BRAND VERSION

Excerpt from Amelia and Eleanor Go For A Ride, Pam Muñoz Ryan
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They had an old car that 
smelled like a real car, and in 
it they put a cooler of drinks 
and food, and up they came—
from another state.

Add Specifics with Name Details

They had an old station wagon 
that smelled like a real car, and in 
it they put an ice chest full of soda 
pop and some boxes of crackers and 
some bologna sandwiches, and up 
they came—from Virginia.

NO-BRAND VERSION NAME-BRAND VERSION

Excerpt from The Relatives Came, Cynthia Rylant




