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Persuasive: TEACHER

Provide background
via a writing purpose. 

State the opinion.

Allude to reasons.

Third grade letter adapted from www.thewritesource.com

Reveal a call 
to action. 

Restate
the opinion and

summarize reasons. 

Dear Editor,
I’m writing to you about the Teacher-Who-Made-a-Difference con-

test. Ms. Wells made a difference to me!  I think she should be the win-
ner of your contest.  Ms. Wells has done so much for me and for all of her 
students; this is the least I can do for her. 

First of all, Ms. Wells is helpful. She’s willing to help anyone in the class-
room who needs help. My teacher always helps us with worksheets. On Friday, she 
showed me how to do something in math. If you ask her for help, she’ll help you.

 In addition, Ms. Wells is a kind person. She always lets her students stay in 
from recess. On February 26, she let our class have a Colonial Day. We got to dress 
up like colonists; it was a blast! Not only is she kind to kids, but she’s also kind to 
other teachers and parents. She is always thoughtful and considerate.

 Lastly, Ms. Wells donates her time to kids. She donates her lunch recess for 
Student Council, which meets in her room. Last fall, Ms. Wells promised me that 
she would come to one of my soccer games. Guess what? She did, even though she 
had a lot of school stuff to correct and had to leave for Chicago.

In conclusion, I think Ms. Wells should be the winner of your con-
test. She is helpful and kind and gives her free time to students.  I know 
you will agree with me that Ms. Wells is a Teacher Who Made a Differ-
ence.  She’s the best!

         
         Sincerely, 
         Melissa
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Dear Editor,
I’m writing to you about the Teacher-Who-Made-a-Difference contest. Ms. 

Wells made a difference to me! I think she should be the winner of your con-
test. Ms. Wells has done so much for me and for all of her students; this is the 
least I can do for her. 

First of all, Ms. Wells is helpful. She’s willing to help anyone in the class-
room who needs help. My teacher always helps us with worksheets. On Friday, 
she showed me how to do something in math. If you ask her for help, she’ll help 
you.

 In addition, Ms. Wells is a kind person. She always lets her students 
stay in from recess. On February 26, she let our class have a Colonial Day. We 
got to dress up like colonists; it was a blast! Not only is she kind to kids, but 
she’s also kind to other teachers and parents. She is always thoughtful and 
considerate.

 Lastly, Ms. Wells donates her time to kids. She donates her lunch recess 
for Student Council, which meets in her room. Last fall, Ms. Wells promised 
me that she would come to one of my soccer games. Guess what? She did, even 
though she had a lot of school stuff to correct and had to leave for Chicago.

In conclusion, I think Ms. Wells should be the winner of your contest. She 
is helpful and kind and gives her free time to students. I know you will agree 
with me that Ms. Wells is a Teacher Who Made a Difference. She’s the best!

         
         Sincerely, 
         Melissa

Persuasive: TEACHER

Third grade letter adapted from www.thewritesource.com



Launching the Writer’s Workshop:  Grades 3-12 , Kristina Smekens & Maureen Scane
 2017 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

Section 9: Teaching Organization
Mini-Lessons #13 & #14— Craft persuasive/argumentative introductions & conclusions

Fifth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com

Argument: GLOBAL WARNING

Provide background via
a descriptive scenario.

State the opinion.

Deep in the arctic, a mother polar is returning from a long, hard 
day of hunting. Looking ahead she sees the ice floes she uses to get home 
are much farther apart. It will be a lot harder to make it home. She 
jumps in and swims for it, but pretty soon becomes exhausted. Just when 
she can’t make it any further, another ice floe appears. She barely made 
it.

Sadly, not all polar bears are this lucky. The North Polar ice caps 
are melting rapidly, causing all sorts of problems needing grave at-
tention. The cause of this problem I can sum up in two words. Global 
warming. Global warming is caused by carbon dioxide and other air 
pollution that’s collecting and trapping the sun’s heat. Many of us never 
dream that little things like driving a car and turning on the lights 
could be part of the reason this planet is warming up. Scientists believe 
that U.S. temperatures could be 3 to 9 degrees higher by the end of the 
century. To make matters worse, global warming doesn’t only affect po-
lar bears, but people and places all over the world. It is crucial we take 
action against global warming and all the issues it has caused before 
it’s too late. 

Global warming is a huge problem most people don’t seem to be aware of. 
And the environment is just one of the things changing around us. Things never 
heard of before are jeopardizing our planet. In 2002, Colorado, Arizona, and Or-
egon suffered through one of the worst wildfire seasons ever. At the same time, 
Montana and Texas endured droughts that were creating dust storms. And to add 
to all these rugged weather changes, just the next year, 2003, extreme heat waves 
caused more than 20,000 deaths in Europe and more than 1,500 deaths in India. 
Talk about changing climate!

And I’m only getting started. Let’s go back to the polar bears. As I briefly 
mentioned before, in the Arctic and Antarctic dramatic changes are happening. 
Even though the Arctic is a region meant to stay frozen 365 days a year, the ice 
cap is melting rapidly. Unless we stop releasing greenhouse gases, the polar ice 
cap will completely disappear each year during summertime. In the book An 
Inconvenient Truth, it clearly states, “This is a dangerous situation for all of us, 
because the Arctic ice cap plays a very crucial role in cooling the entire planet.” We 
are in a very serious position. We must stop Global Warming!

As Al Gore once said, “Each one of us is a cause of global warming, but each 
of us can become part of the solution…” 

Provide background via
general information.

Provide background
via a definition.

Provide background 
via facts and data.

Finish
with a clever

one-liner.
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Argument: GLOBAL WARNING

Fifth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com

Remind
the reader
what's at 

stake. 

Reveal a call 
to action. 

Finish
with a clever

one-liner.

Acknowledge
the opposition. 

It isn’t too late to stop global warming, or at least slow it down a bit. And 
who better than us, the cause of this awful problem, to do just that?

Tell me, how often do you use your car? Don’t get me wrong, I don’t want 
you to stop using it completely, but cars are the 2nd largest source of global warm-
ing. Cars burn off tons carbon dioxide. This creates a hole in the ozone layer. Very, 
VERY strong sunlight shines through the hole, which contributes to global warm-
ing.

One quick and easy way to save money and gas is to carpool with your 
friends and family. That way instead of the pollution from 2 cars, it will be just 
one! Or even better, buy a hybrid car! These energy efficient cars have gas electric 
engines and cut global warming pollution by one third or more—much better then 
Hummers and SUV’s. The popularity of these cars has generated a 20% increase 
in transportation-related carbon dioxide pollution.

It’s hard to believe that something as simple as the light bulb could play a 
major role in global warming. But there is a way to save energy for everything. 
Instead of picking an incandescent light bulb, choose a compact fluoresant one 
instead. You’ll lower your energy bill AND keep nearly 700 pounds of carbon 
dioxide out of the air. How about that, a way to save money, and the environ-
ment! Another way to reduce carbon dioxide pollution is to take a chance and try a 
refrigerator with the Energy Star label. That indicates it uses at least 15 percent 
less energy than the federal requirement. Try to make everything you do one more 
step towards solving global warming. Every little thing counts.

If we want our children to grow up in a carefree, healthy world, 
we need to start working toward it now. We are not just hurting the 
earth, but hurting ourselves and the way we live. Some of it we can’t 
help, but most of it we can and should try to change. When so much has 
already been lost to us, think how life might be in a few years. In the 
words of Al Gore— “It is our only home. And we must take care of it.”  
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Deep in the arctic, a mother polar is returning from a long, hard 
day of hunting. Looking ahead she sees the ice floes she uses to get home 
are much farther apart. It will be a lot harder to make it home. She 
jumps in and swims for it, but pretty soon becomes exhausted. Just when 
she can’t make it any further, another ice floe appears. She barely made 
it.

Sadly, not all polar bears are this lucky. The North Polar ice caps 
are melting rapidly, causing all sorts of problems needing grave at-
tention. The cause of this problem I can sum up in two words. Global 
warming. Global warming is caused by carbon dioxide and other air 
pollution that’s collecting and trapping the sun’s heat. Many of us never 
dream that little things like driving a car and turning on the lights 
could be part of the reason this planet is warming up. Scientists believe 
that U.S. temperatures could be 3 to 9 degrees higher by the end of the 
century. To make matters worse, global warming doesn’t only affect po-
lar bears, but people and places all over the world. It is crucial we take 
action against global warming and all the issues it has caused before 
it’s too late. 

Global warming is a huge problem most people don’t seem to 
be aware of. And the environment is just one of the things changing 
around us. Things never heard of before are jeopardizing our planet. In 
2002, Colorado, Arizona, and Oregon suffered through one of the worst 
wildfire seasons ever. At the same time, Montana and Texas endured 
droughts that were creating dust storms. And to add to all these rugged 
weather changes, just the next year, 2003, extreme heat waves caused 
more than 20,000 deaths in Europe and more than 1,500 deaths in In-
dia. Talk about changing climate!

And I’m only getting started. Let’s go back to the polar bears. As I 
briefly mentioned before, in the Arctic and Antarctic dramatic changes 
are happening. Even though the Arctic is a region meant to stay frozen 
365 days a year, the ice cap is melting rapidly. Unless we stop releas-
ing greenhouse gases, the polar ice cap will completely disappear each 
year during summertime. In the book An Inconvenient Truth, it clearly 
states, “This is a dangerous situation for all of us, because the Arctic ice 
cap plays a very crucial role in cooling the entire planet.” We are in a 
very serious position. We must stop Global Warming!

As Al Gore once said, “Each one of us is a cause of global warming, 
but each of us can become part of the solution…” 

Fifth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com

Argument: GLOBAL WARNING
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It isn’t too late to stop global warming, or at least slow it down a 
bit. And who better than us, the cause of this awful problem, to do just 
that?

Tell me, how often do you use your car? Don’t get me wrong, I 
don’t want you to stop using it completely, but cars are the 2nd larg-
est source of global warming. Cars burn off tons carbon dioxide. This 
creates a hole in the ozone layer. Very, VERY strong sunlight shines 
through the hole, which contributes to global warming.

One quick and easy way to save money and gas is to carpool with 
your friends and family. That way instead of the pollution from 2 cars, 
it will be just one! Or even better, buy a hybrid car! These energy effi-
cient cars have gas electric engines and cut global warming pollution by 
one third or more—much better then Hummers and SUV’s. The popu-
larity of these cars has generated a 20% increase in transportation-
related carbon dioxide pollution.

It’s hard to believe that something as simple as the light bulb 
could play a major role in global warming. But there is a way to save 
energy for everything. Instead of picking an incandescent light bulb, 
choose a compact fluoresant one instead. You’ll lower your energy bill 
AND keep nearly 700 pounds of carbon dioxide out of the air. How 
about that, a way to save money, and the environment! Another way to 
reduce carbon dioxide pollution is to take a chance and try a refrigera-
tor with the Energy Star label. That indicates it uses at least 15 per-
cent less energy than the federal requirement. Try to make everything 
you do one more step towards solving global warming. Every little thing 
counts.

If we want our children to grow up in a carefree, healthy world, 
we need to start working toward it now. We are not just hurting the 
earth, but hurting ourselves and the way we live. Some of it we can’t 
help, but most of it we can and should try to change. When so much has 
already been lost to us, think how life might be in a few years. In the 
words of Al Gore— “It is our only home. And we must take care of it.”  

 

Argument: GLOBAL WARNING

Fifth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com
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SOURCE: Sixth Grader @ Maple Creek Middle School (Ft. Wayne, IN)

Written by Maple Creek Middle School sixth grader (Ft. Wayne, IN)

Argument: BABYSITTING

State the opinion.

Allude to reasons.

Acknowledge
the opposition. 

Restate the opinion.

Finish with a 
clever one-liner.

Babysitting is a way to make extra money if you don’t want 
to work at a fast food restaurant. However it can be a real pain—
literally. Kids can kick and bite. Babies make big messes, and 
older kids can throw a fit. For many reasons babysitting can be a 
hard way to make a few bucks.

For one reason, not all kids like having a babysitter. Kids sometimes 
get upset just because their parents are leaving. Consequently they might 
act up on purpose causing all kinds of problems. Kids can get mad, break 
things, or refuse to eat. In other words they can make the whole night long 
and miserable.   

Besides how hard it is, babysitting can be frustrating. When some-
thing fun pops up (like a party or a date) after you’ve already agreed to 
babysit, you have to say no. Who wants to spend three hours with a rug rat 
when she could be hanging out with friends? 

Instead of having fun with friends your own age, babysitting means 
being with kids much younger than you, like babies and toddlers. Infants 
mean diapers and crying and burping. Even elementary-school-age kids can 
be difficult.  If the kid is used to getting his own way, he might throw a tem-
per tantrum. Moreover, there’s the possibility of large families. Who wants 
to watch four or five or more kids all at the same time?

Babysitting is especially hard when the kids won’t behave. If the 
parents tell the babysitter to put the kids to bed at a certain time, and the 
kids refuse to obey, then it’s not fun. Sometimes kids will do whatever they 
want and won’t listen at all. For example, the babysitter may tell them to 
go to their rooms, and the kids may just sit there watching TV, ignoring the 
command.  

All things considered, babysitting can be a nightmare. You 
better really want to make some extra money to choose it as your 
part-time job.

Acknowledge
the opposition. 
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Babysitting is a way to make extra money if you don’t want to work at a 
fast food restaurant. However it can be a real pain—literally. Kids can kick and 
bite. Babies make big messes, and older kids can throw a fit. For many reasons 
babysitting can be a hard way to make a few bucks.

For one reason, not all kids like having a babysitter. Kids sometimes get 
upset just because their parents are leaving. Consequently they might act up on 
purpose causing all kinds of problems. Kids can get mad, break things, or refuse 
to eat. In other words they can make the whole night long and miserable.   

Besides how hard it is, babysitting can be frustrating. When something 
fun pops up (like a party or a date) after you’ve already agreed to babysit, you 
have to say no. Who wants to spend three hours with a rug rat when she could 
be hanging out with friends? 

Instead of having fun with friends your own age, babysitting means being 
with kids much younger than you, like babies and toddlers. Infants mean dia-
pers and crying and burping. Even elementary-school-age kids can be difficult.  
If the kid is used to getting his own way, he might throw a temper tantrum. 
Moreover, there’s the possibility of large families. Who wants to watch four or 
five or more kids all at the same time?

Babysitting is especially hard when the kids won’t behave. If the parents 
tell the babysitter to put the kids to bed at a certain time, and the kids refuse 
to obey, then it’s not fun. Sometimes kids will do whatever they want and won’t 
listen at all. For example, the babysitter may tell them to go to their rooms, and 
the kids may just sit there watching TV, ignoring the command.  

All things considered, babysitting can be a nightmare. You better really 
want to make some extra money to choose it as your part-time job.

SOURCE: Sixth Grader @ Maple Creek Middle School (Ft. Wayne, IN)

Written by Maple Creek Middle School sixth grader (Ft. Wayne, IN)

Argument: BABYSITTING
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Written by a seventh grader (Phoenix, AZ)
SOURCE: Chris Peterson and abcnews.go.com

Persuasive: DICK’S SPORTING GOODS
Chris Peterson told ABC News his daughter gets the mail and she started looking at  the newest Dick’s catalog. “She said something about how 
there were no girls in [the catalog]. I looked at it and realized the same thing,” said Peterson, a sports photographer in the Phoenix area. “So she 
decided she was going to write a letter. She ran over to the computer and started writing. She said, ‘Daddy, I got this.’” Peterson said he “was 
blown away” when his daughter showed him the finished letter, which he posted on his Twitter account @TheCheapSeatsTV.

Provide background
via a writing purpose. 

State the opinion.

Reveal a call 
to action. 

Finish with a 
clever one-liner

(e.g., butter-up
the reader).

Dick’s Sporting Goods
P.O. Box 100
Melbourne, FL 32901

To whom it may concern,
Hi. I have received your Basketball 2014 catalog in the mail. I am 

writing about the matter that there are no girls in the catalog. I think that 
girls should be treated as equally as boys are treated. 

I, myself, enjoy playing and also watching basketball, WOMENS basketball. I 
had season tickets for my state team. The Phoenix Mercury. 

I don’t know if you are keeping track of the ladies sports world, but they are the 
Western Conference Champions AND the League Champions of 2014. They have at 
least two of the best players in the WORLD. They have the legendary Diana Taurasi 
and the dunking machine, Brittney Griner. On the Minnesota Lynx there is Lindsay 
Whalen. She was voted MVP last year. This year the MVP is Maya Moore also on the 
Minnesota Lynx. 

So, back to the point. There are NO girls in the catalog! Oh, wait, sorry. There 
IS a girl in the catalog on page 5 for some shoes. And there are cheerleaders on some 
coupons. It’s hard enough for girls to break through in this sport as it is, without you 
guys excluding us from your catalog. Girls buy stuff from your store. In fact, my last 
two pairs of basketball shoes were purchased at Dicks, as well as my hoop and prac-
tice equipment. Maybe my dad will take me to some other store that supports girls 
to actually PLAY basketball and follow their dreams and not sit on the sidelines and 
watch the game to get my next pair of shoes and equipment. 

If you actually read this far, thank you for your time and I look for-
ward to seeing girls in the next basketball catalog you send out. I really 
DO enjoy going to your store and getting new shoes. The staff are very 
friendly and kind.

Sincerely,
McKenna Peterson
The Fabulous Basketball Player 
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Persuasive: DICK’S SPORTING GOODS

Dick’s Sporting Goods
P.O. Box 100
Melbourne, FL 32901

To whom it may concern,

Hi. I have received your Basketball 2014 catalog in the mail. I am 
writing about the matter that there are no girls in the catalog. I think that 
girls should be treated as equally as boys are treated. 

I, myself, enjoy playing and also watching basketball, WOMENS bas-
ketball. I had season tickets for my state team. The Phoenix Mercury. 

I don’t know if you are keeping track of the ladies sports world, but 
they are the Western Conference Champions AND the League Champions 
of 2014. They have at least two of the best players in the WORLD. They 
have the legendary Diana Taurasi and the dunking machine, Brittney Gri-
ner. On the Minnesota Lynx there is Lindsay Whalen. She was voted MVP 
last year. This year the MVP is Maya Moore also on the Minnesota Lynx. 

So, back to the point. There are NO girls in the catalog! Oh, wait, sor-
ry. There IS a girl in the catalog on page 5 for some shoes. And there are 
cheerleaders on some coupons. It’s hard enough for girls to break through 
in this sport as it is, without you guys excluding us from your catalog. Girls 
buy stuff from your store. In fact, my last two pairs of basketball shoes 
were purchased at Dicks, as well as my hoop and practice equipment. 
Maybe my dad will take me to some other store that supports girls to actu-
ally PLAY basketball and follow their dreams and not sit on the sidelines 
and watch the game to get my next pair of shoes and equipment. 

If you actually read this far, thank you for your time and I look for-
ward to seeing girls in the next basketball catalog you send out. I really 
DO enjoy going to your store and getting new shoes. The staff are very 
friendly and kind.

Sincerely,
McKenna Peterson
The Fabulous Basketball Player 

Chris Peterson told ABC News his daughter gets the mail and she started looking at  the newest Dick’s catalog. “She said something about how 
there were no girls in [the catalog]. I looked at it and realized the same thing,” said Peterson, a sports photographer in the Phoenix area. “So she 
decided she was going to write a letter. She ran over to the computer and started writing. She said, ‘Daddy, I got this.’” Peterson said he “was 
blown away” when his daughter showed him the finished letter, which he posted on his Twitter account @TheCheapSeatsTV.

Written by a seventh grader (Phoenix, AZ)
SOURCE: Chris Peterson and abcnews.go.com
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Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)

Persuasive: THE ETHICS OF BOTTLED WATER

Provide background
via a descriptive

scenario and
rhetorical questions. 

State the opinion. Allude to reasons.

Reveal a call 
to action. 

Restate
the opinion. 

Remind the reader 
what's at stake. 

Clink, clank, clunk. The trash truck has just dumped our recycle bin. I 
have figured, that in one week, my family used forty-eight bottles that contained 
Purelife water. How much of the plastic will be recycled? How much will still end 
up in the landfill? If our family of three would use forty-eight bottles of water, 
how many would a family of five throw away? Would the world be a better place 
if our community banned the sale of bottled water? There are many factors that 
would support the ban of bottled water.

Pollution is one of the main reasons why we should discontinue the use of bottled wa-
ter in our area. The majority of the plastic bottles we use will end up in a landfill, even if we 
recycle them. Once in the landfill, the plastic contaminates the ground and the surrounding 
environment. And get this, it will take thousands of years for the bottles to break down into 
the soil. Also, the plastic bottles could pollute water or bring harm to animals who try to eat 
them. Are plastic bottles really worth all the trouble they cause?

It may be hard to believe, but cost is also another factor to consider. Most plastic water 
bottles are made with crude oil and in today’s economy oil is not cheap. Instead, we could use 
that crude oil to produce gasoline. Did you know that all the crude oil used to make plastic 
bottles (2.7 millions tons of plastic) in the United States could power one million cars? Also, 
the United States could take that money instead and use it to help ourselves, the environ-
ment, and others all over the planet to make the world a better place. Bottled water is not 
worth all the cost that could be used for a better cause. Don’t you agree?

Finally, in all this confliction about bottled water, we must keep our own health in 
mind. Most bottled water is not thoroughly tested on a regular basis. That means that con-
taminated water could be sold in the grocery store without anyone knowing. Research also 
shows, that tap water is safer to drink. It is required by the city that tap water supplies are 
to be closely monitored and tested regularly. I live in Riley, IN, and each year we receive a 
water quality report from American Water. The report states, the water is contaminant free 
and healthy to drink. Therefore, my family and many other community members could go 
without bottled water. All in all, tap water is safer and healthier than bottled water. Bottled 
water is not worth the possible health risks.

As you have read, bottled water has many negative aspects. Bottled water 
can cause pollution, harm the environment, cost an excess amount of money, 
and can even have a risk of causing health problems. I strongly believe that our 
community and a large percentage of the United Stated should eliminate the use 
of bottled water. But now the decision is up to you. Should our community ban 
bottled water for the greater good of the world around us?
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Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)

Persuasive: THE ETHICS OF BOTTLED WATER

Clink, clank, clunk. The trash truck has just dumped our recycle bin. I have fig-
ured, that in one week, my family used forty-eight bottles that contained Purelife wa-
ter. How much of the plastic will be recycled? How much will still end up in the landfill? 
If our family of three would use forty-eight bottles of water, how many would a family 
of five throw away? Would the world be a better place if our community banned the sale 
of bottled water? There are many factors that would support the ban of bottled water.

Pollution is one of the main reasons why we should discontinue the use of bottled 
water in our area. The majority of the plastic bottles we use will end up in a landfill, 
even if we recycle them. Once in the landfill, the plastic contaminates the ground and 
the surrounding environment. And get this, it will take thousands of years for the 
bottles to break down into the soil. Also, the plastic bottles could pollute water or bring 
harm to animals who try to eat them. Are plastic bottles really worth all the trouble 
they cause?

It may be hard to believe, but cost is also another factor to consider. Most plastic 
water bottles are made with crude oil and in today’s economy oil is not cheap. Instead, 
we could use that crude oil to produce gasoline. Did you know that all the crude oil used 
to make plastic bottles (2.7 millions tons of plastic) in the United States could power 
one million cars? Also, the United States could take that money instead and use it to 
help ourselves, the environment, and others all over the planet to make the world a bet-
ter place. Bottled water is not worth all the cost that could be used for a better cause. 
Don’t you agree?

Finally, in all this confliction about bottled water, we must keep our own health 
in mind. Most bottled water is not thoroughly tested on a regular basis. That means 
that contaminated water could be sold in the grocery store without anyone knowing. 
Research also shows, that tap water is safer to drink. It is required by the city that tap 
water supplies are to be closely monitored and tested regularly. I live in Riley, IN, and 
each year we receive a water quality report from American Water. The report states, 
the water is contaminant free and healthy to drink. Therefore, my family and many 
other community members could go without bottled water. All in all, tap water is safer 
and healthier than bottled water. Bottled water is not worth the possible health risks.

As you have read, bottled water has many negative aspects. Bottled water can 
cause pollution, harm the environment, cost an excess amount of money, and can even 
have a risk of causing health problems. I strongly believe that our community and a 
large percentage of the United Stated should eliminate the use of bottled water. But 
now the decision is up to you. Should our community ban bottled water for the greater 
good of the world around us?
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Persuasive: BOTTLED WATER V. TAP WATER

Provide background
information. 

State the opinion.
Allude to reasons.

Reveal a call 
to action. 

Finish with a 
clever one-liner.

Remind the reader 
what's at stake. 

There are few consumer products that cause as much controversy as 
bottled water. Bottled water can be labeled as a luxury item, a healthier choice, 
a sports drink, and of course a convenience.  What could possibly be wrong with 
bottled water?  I believe bottled water is a problem and should be banned in my 
community.

The main reason for the side of bottle-banners is the fact that the majority of our 
plastic bottles end up in landfills and our oceans. These bottles are not biodegradable. It 
is argued that these bottles can be recycled, but only about thirty percent of them actually 
are. This means most of our bottles sit in landfills for hundreds of years, putting harmful 
chemicals into the land, and contaminating our water supply. Yes, they are very convenient 
to athletes and are better for you than sugary sodas and teas, but being an athlete myself, 
I am all for bringing a reusable bottle of water to my practices, classes, and anywhere I will 
need it. That would be much more efficient than wasting my money on, and throwing away 
about eight bottles per day.

Another reason I believe my community should ban bottled water is that most of the 
plastic for the bottles is made from crude oil. In fact, it’s about seventeen million barrels 
of oil for the bottles purchased in the United States alone. That is enough to power one 
million cars for one year. If the oil put into making plastic bottles was used for gasoline 
instead, we would have much more and possibly not have to pay as much. So obviously, this 
crude oil could be put to better uses, such as the pricey gasoline everyone is in need of.

Still not convinced? Many people who want to keep bottled water argue that it is 
cleaner and safer than tap water. Guess what? That bottled water you’re drinking isn’t 
even thoroughly tested. Most cities are required to regularly test tap water to make sure 
it doesn’t contain harmful chemicals or germs. Bottled water companies aren’t required 
to test as often. So it’d probably be safer to just fill a reusable bottle from your tap, rather 
than buy the bottled water.

So, with all of this stated, shouldn’t it be the obvious choice to ban bottled 
water? Not only is it polluting our Earth and using literally tons of crude oil to 
produce, but it isn’t even thoroughly tested!  No thanks! I’ll just get my water 
from the tap, and use a reusable bottle instead.
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There are few consumer products that cause as much controversy as bot-
tled water. Bottled water can be labeled as a luxury item, a healthier choice, a 
sports drink, and of course a convenience. What could possibly be wrong with 
bottled water? I believe bottled water is a problem and should be banned in 
my community.

The main reason for the side of bottle-banners is the fact that the major-
ity of our plastic bottles end up in landfills and our oceans. These bottles are 
not biodegradable. It is argued that these bottles can be recycled, but only 
about thirty percent of them actually are. This means most of our bottles sit in 
landfills for hundreds of years, putting harmful chemicals into the land, and 
contaminating our water supply. Yes, they are very convenient to athletes and 
are better for you than sugary sodas and teas, but being an athlete myself, 
I am all for bringing a reusable bottle of water to my practices, classes, and 
anywhere I will need it. That would be much more efficient than wasting my 
money on, and throwing away about eight bottles per day.

Another reason I believe my community should ban bottled water is that 
most of the plastic for the bottles is made from crude oil. In fact, it’s about 
seventeen million barrels of oil for the bottles purchased in the United States 
alone. That is enough to power one million cars for one year. If the oil put into 
making plastic bottles was used for gasoline instead, we would have much 
more and possibly not have to pay as much. So obviously, this crude oil could 
be put to better uses, such as the pricey gasoline everyone is in need of.

Still not convinced? Many people who want to keep bottled water argue 
that it is cleaner and safer than tap water. Guess what? That bottled wa-
ter you’re drinking isn’t even thoroughly tested. Most cities are required to 
regularly test tap water to make sure it doesn’t contain harmful chemicals or 
germs. Bottled water companies aren’t required to test as often. So it’d prob-
ably be safer to just fill a reusable bottle from your tap, rather than buy the 
bottled water.

So, with all of this stated, shouldn’t it be the obvious choice to ban bot-
tled water? Not only is it polluting our Earth and using literally tons of crude 
oil to produce, but it isn’t even thoroughly tested! No thanks! I’ll just get my 
water from the tap, and use a reusable bottle instead.

Persuasive: BOTTLED WATER V. TAP WATER
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Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)

Persuasive: PLASTIC BOTTLED WATER? NO!

State the opinion.

Identify the reasons.

Remind the reader 
what's at stake. 

Americans used close to 50 billion plastic water bottles last 
year. The U.S.’s recycling rate for plastic is only 23 percent which 
means that 38 billion water bottles, more than $1 billion worth 
of plastic, are wasted each year.  That number is too high. We as 
a community need to stop buying so many water bottles because 
they are very damaging to our earth.  There are three main ways 
that bottled water is damaging. The first is that they use too 
much oil in the production. The second is that the bottles can be 
harmful to people. And the third is that the disposal of the bot-
tles is damaging to the earth.

The first reason we should not use plastic water bottles is because 
they use a lot of crude oil. Making bottles to meet America’s demand for 
bottled water uses more than 17 million barrels of oil. That is enough to 
fuel 1.3 million cars for a year. I think crude oil is more important than a 
bottle of water.

Do you think bottled water is safer than tap water? Well, most of 
the time it is not. Bottles for water are not thoroughly tested. Antimony, 
which is an element used in the production of plastic bottles, in small doses 
can cause dizziness and depression, and in large doses can cause amnesia, 
vomiting, and can even be fatal.

Last year, the average American used 167 disposable water bottles 
and only recycled 38. Most of the un-recycled bottles end up in landfills. 
The bottles leak chemicals that contaminate water sources near the land-
fills. Water bottles take a long time to decay, and so they sit in the landfills 
destroying the earth.

Please stop killing our earth.  Water bottles are not worth 
the oil, energy, harm, and destruction that they cause.  In 200s, 
about 40 million bottles a day went into the trash, or even more 
unfortunately became litter. These billions of bottles take up 
valuable landfill space, leak toxic additives into the ground, and 
take 1,000 years to biodegrade.

Restate the opinion.



Launching the Writer’s Workshop:  Grades 3-12 , Kristina Smekens & Maureen Scane
 2017 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

Section 9: Teaching Organization
Mini-Lessons #13 & #14— Craft persuasive/argumentative introductions & conclusions

Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)

Americans used close to 50 billion plastic water bottles 
last year. The U.S.’s recycling rate for plastic is only 23 percent 
which means that 38 billion water bottles, more than $1 billion 
worth of plastic, are wasted each year. That number is too high. 
We as a community need to stop buying so many water bottles 
because they are very damaging to our earth. There are three 
main ways that bottled water is damaging. The first is that they 
use too much oil in the production. The second is that the bottles 
can be harmful to people. And the third is that the disposal of the 
bottles is damaging to the earth.

The first reason we should not use plastic water bottles is 
because they use a lot of crude oil. Making bottles to meet Amer-
ica’s demand for bottled water uses more than 17 million barrels 
of oil. That is enough to fuel 1.3 million cars for a year. I think 
crude oil is more important than a bottle of water.

Do you think bottled water is safer than tap water? Well, 
most of the time it is not. Bottles for water are not thoroughly 
tested. Antimony, which is an element used in the production of 
plastic bottles, in small doses can cause dizziness and depression, 
and in large doses can cause amnesia, vomiting, and can even be 
fatal.

Last year, the average American used 167 disposable wa-
ter bottles and only recycled 38. Most of the un-recycled bottles 
end up in landfills. The bottles leak chemicals that contaminate 
water sources near the landfills. Water bottles take a long time 
to decay, and so they sit in the landfills destroying the earth.

Please stop killing our earth. Water bottles are not worth 
the oil, energy, harm, and destruction that they cause. In 2003, 
about 40 million bottles a day went into the trash, or even more 
unfortunately became litter. These billions of bottles take up 
valuable landfill space, leak toxic additives into the ground, and 
take 1,000 years to biodegrade.

Persuasive: PLASTIC BOTTLED WATER? NO!
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State the opinion.
Allude to reasons.

Acknowledge
the opposition
while providing

background
information

on the debate.

Reveal a call to action.

Remind the reader 
what's at stake. 

Restate
the opinion and

summarize reasons. 

Bottled water is healthier than tap water, right?  I don’t think so.  
Many people would make you think that bottled water is better than 
tap water while in reality, it isn’t.  Many people argue that tap water 
is better than bottled water because it is convenient, but those bottles 
are filling up landfills.  The benefits of using tap water greatly out-
weigh the benefits of bottled water.  I believe that we should eliminate 
bottled water from our community.

First of all, you are getting scammed when you buy bottled water. Bottled 
water is the same as tap water. Major bottling companies such as Dasani, Aqua-
fina, and Fiji are just selling filtered tap water at a high price. Most bottled water 
is about five cents an ounce while regular tap water is less than one cent a gallon. 
You can save money when you use refillable water bottles. In the end, you will 
save a lot of money when you use tap water.

Secondly, bottled water is no healthier than tap water. Most bottled water 
is not thoroughly tested. Most tap water is inspected for bacteria and chemicals. 
Plus, tap water has more minerals than bottled water has. Bottled water isn’t 
cleaner or better for you.

Thirdly, bottles mean garbage. Bottled water can produce up to 1.5 million 
tons of plastic waste each year. The oil that is used to make bottled water could 
be used to power over one million cars for a year. Plastic bottles are being used as 
litter. Litter in the oceans, from plastic bottles, is killing animals. Plastic bottles 
are messing up the ecosystems.

I believe we should eliminate water bottles. Water bottles are 
no healthier than tap water. You are getting scammed when you buy 
bottled water. Bottled water causes garbage. Imagine the world with a 
major pollutant gone. I think it would look cleaner. You can eliminate 
bottled water by buying a simple water filter. It can eliminate hun-
dreds of bottles. Even though you think it isn’t doing much, you are 
contributing to making the world a better, cleaner place.

Acknowledge the opposition.



Launching the Writer’s Workshop:  Grades 3-12 , Kristina Smekens & Maureen Scane
 2017 Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

Section 9: Teaching Organization
Mini-Lessons #13 & #14— Craft persuasive/argumentative introductions & conclusions

Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)

Argument: THE BOTTLED TRUTH

Bottled water is healthier than tap water, right? I don’t think so. 
Many people would make you think that bottled water is better than 
tap water while in reality, it isn’t. Many people argue that tap water 
is better than bottled water, even though it is convenient. Bottles are 
filling up landfills. The benefits of using tap water greatly outweigh 
the benefits of bottled water. I believe that we should eliminate bot-
tled water from our community.

First of all, you are getting scammed when you buy bottled wa-
ter. Bottled water is the same as tap water. Major bottling companies 
such as Dasani, Aquafina, and Fiji are just selling filtered tap water 
at a high price. Most bottled water is about five cents an ounce while 
regular tap water is less than one cent a gallon. You can save money 
when you use refillable water bottles. In the end, you will save a lot of 
money when you use tap water.

Secondly, bottled water is no healthier than tap water. Most 
bottled water is not thoroughly tested. Most tap water is inspected 
for bacteria and chemicals. Plus, tap water has more minerals than 
bottled water has. Bottled water isn’t cleaner or better for you.

Thirdly, bottles mean garbage. Bottled water can produce up 
to 1.5 million tons of plastic waste each year. The oil that is used to 
make bottled water could be used to power over one million cars for a 
year. Plastic bottles are being used as litter. Litter in the oceans, from 
plastic bottles, is killing animals. Plastic bottles are messing up the 
ecosystems.

I believe we should eliminate water bottles. Water bottles are 
no healthier than tap water. You are getting scammed when you buy 
bottled water. Bottled water causes garbage. Imagine the world with 
a major pollutant gone. I think it would look cleaner. You can elimi-
nate bottled water by buying a simple water filter. It can eliminate 
hundreds of bottles. Even though you think it isn’t doing much, you 
are contributing to making the world a better, cleaner place.
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Provide 
background. 

State an opinion.
Allude to reasons.

Acknowledge
the opposition.

State an opinion.

Reveal a call 
to action.

Restate the opinion.

Acknowledge
the opposition.

Summarize reasons. 

Restate the opinion.

The issue of recycling paper, plastic, and other materials is con-
stantly being stressed to the members of our present -day society.  If 
everyone helped to recycle bottles from bottled water, it would make 
a tremendous difference. Despite the benefits, many people claim that 
bottled water should be banned. There are countless reasons why it 
should exist. Our community should not ban bottled water.

Some people say that bottled water is not healthy. They say it is not thor-
oughly tested. Although this may be true, it is a great, healthy alternative to high-
calorie soda and sweet tea. These sugary beverages are a direct lead to obesity. 
If more people drank bottled water instead of a fattening drink, the obesity rate 
would decrease. If this happened, we would have far more healthy people in the 
nation. So, bottled water could potentially lead to healthier people.

Many people argue that bottled water takes up too much space in landfills. 
Also, they say that once they are in landfills, they contaminate our waterways. 
This may be true, but we could eliminate this issue. If our government created a 
safe place for the water bottles, such as a recycling center, there would not be the 
dilemma of where they would end up. In addition, this would help our planet by 
reusing the plastic from the bottles.

Although there are many advantages, some people still believe that bottled 
water should be banned. However, it is the only safe option for many people. If 
these people were to drink water from their local tap, they could contract many 
severe illnesses or diseases, several of which could lead to their death. If bottled 
water was banned, they would have no choice but to drink the unhealthy water. 
Bottled water provides safe drinking water for 780 million people, so it is extreme-
ly necessary.

It is evident that bottled water needs to exist among communi-
ties, though some disagree. If those who disagree would research the 
benefits of bottled water, they would understand that the advantages 
outweigh the disadvantages by a ton. It is easier than tap water. Also, 
it is a healthy alternative to fattening beverages. Most importantly, it 
is the only safe option for some people. If everyone works to prevent the 
banning of bottled water, we could make a major difference. The com-
munity should not ban bottled water!
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The issue of recycling paper, plastic, and other materials is con-
stantly being stressed to the members of our present -day society. If 
everyone helped to recycle bottles from bottled water, it would make 
a tremendous difference. Despite the benefits, many people claim that 
bottled water should be banned. There are countless reasons why it 
should exist. Our community should not ban bottled water.

Some people say that bottled water is not healthy. They say it is 
not thoroughly tested. Although this may be true, it is a great, healthy 
alternative to high-calorie soda and sweet tea. These sugary beverages 
are a direct lead to obesity. If more people drank bottled water instead 
of a fattening drink, the obesity rate would decrease. If this happened, 
we would have far more healthy people in the nation. So, bottled water 
could potentially lead to healthier people.

Many people argue that bottled water takes up too much space in 
landfills. Also, they say that once they are in landfills, they contaminate 
our waterways. This may be true, but we could eliminate this issue. If 
our government created a safe place for the water bottles, such as a re-
cycling center, there would not be the dilemma of where they would end 
up. In addition, this would help our planet by reusing the plastic from 
the bottles.

Although there are many advantages, some people still believe 
that bottled water should be banned. However, it is the only safe op-
tion for many people. If these people were to drink water from their 
local tap, they could contract many severe illnesses or diseases, several 
of which could lead to their death. If bottled water was banned, they 
would have no choice but to drink the unhealthy water. Bottled water 
provides safe drinking water for 780 million people, so it is extremely 
necessary.

It is evident that bottled water needs to exist among communi-
ties, though some disagree. If those who disagree would research the 
benefits of bottled water, they would understand that the advantages 
outweigh the disadvantages by a ton. It is easier than tap water. Also, 
it is a healthy alternative to fattening beverages. Most importantly, it 
is the only safe option for some people. If everyone works to prevent the 
banning of bottled water, we could make a major difference. The com-
munity should not ban bottled water!

Argument: BOTTLED WATER IS THE BEST OPTION

Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)
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Argument: THE ETHICS OF BOTTLED WATER

State the opinion.
Allude to reasons.

Acknowledge
the opposition.

Clink, clank, clunk. The trash truck has just dumped our recycle bin. I 
have figured, that in one week, my family used forty-eight bottles that con-
tained Purelife water. How much of the plastic will be recycled? How much 
will still end up in the landfill? If our family of three would use forty-eight 
bottles of water, how many would a family of five throw away? Would the 
world be a better place if our community banned the sale of bottled water? 
Even though the answer to this last question is yes, many other people around 
the world see bottled water from a different perspective. But, there are many 
factors that would support the ban of bottled water.

Pollution is one of the main reasons why we should discontinue the use of bottled 
water in our area. The majority of the plastic bottles we use will end up in a landfill, 
even if we recycle them. Once in the landfill, the plastic contaminates the ground and the 
surrounding environment. And get this, it will take thousands of years for the bottles to 
break down into the soil. After speaking with five people whom consume bottled water on 
a regular basis, I learned that they see their recycling program as being beneficial to the 
community. They said that all of their plastic is sent to the recycle center where it is used 
to produce other necessary items we use every day. But is this really what happens? Most 
of that plastic will end up in a landfill. Are plastic bottles really worth all the trouble they 
cause?

It may be hard to believe, but cost is also another factor to consider. Most plastic 
water bottles are made with crude oil and in today’s economy oil is not cheap. Instead, we 
could use that crude oil to produce gasoline. Did you know that all the crude oil used to 
make plastic bottles (2.7 millions tons of plastic) in the United States could power one mil-
lion cars? Also, the United States could take that money instead and use it to help our-
selves, the environment, and others all over the planet to make the world a better place. 
To some people, though, cost is not an option. Many people all over the world do not have 
adequate drinking water. To contradict this, they must buy bottled water at whatever 
cost. Even though bottled water can be expensive, it is, in some ways, worth every penny. 
But in our community, bottled water is not worth the cost. Don’t you agree?

Finally, in all this confliction about bottled water, we must keep our own health in 
mind. Most bottled water is not thoroughly tested on a regular basis. That means that 
contaminated water could be sold in the grocery store without anyone knowing. Research 
also shows, that tap water is safer to drink. It is required by the city that tap water sup-
plies are to be closely monitored and tested regularly. I live in Riley, IN, and each year 
we receive a water quality report from American Water. The report states, the water is 
contaminant free and healthy to drink. Therefore, my family and many other community 
members could go without bottled water. All in all, tap water is safer and healthier than 
bottled water. Once again, the opinion of health could go the opposite way. Many people 
like having the option of bottled water instead of sugary soft drink. Bottled water is bet-

Provide
background via

a descriptive
scenario and

rhetorical
questions. 
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ter, in terms of nutrition, compared to other drinks. People also believe that by consum-
ing bottled water they are drinking ultra-filtered water versus tap water. Also, like I 
stated previously, many people require the use of bottled water to survive. But, bottled 
water is not worth the possible health risks that could possibly occur.

As you have read, bottled water has many negative aspects. Bottled 
water can cause pollution, harm the environment, cost an excess amount of 
money, and can even have a risk of causing health problems. I strongly be-
lieve that our community and a large percentage of the United Stated should 
eliminate the use of bottled water.  Although, it would be a bad choice if the 
entire planet banned the use of bottled water, as it has its place. Currently, 
780 million people around the world have safe drinking water as a result of 
bottled water. But now the decision is up to you. Should our community ban 
bottled water for the greater good of the world around us?

Argument: THE ETHICS OF BOTTLED WATER

Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)
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Clink, clank, clunk. The trash truck has just dumped our recycle bin. I 
have figured, that in one week, my family used forty-eight bottles that con-
tained Purelife water. How much of the plastic will be recycled? How much 
will still end up in the landfill? If our family of three would use forty-eight 
bottles of water, how many would a family of five throw away? Would the 
world be a better place if our community banned the sale of bottled water? 
Even though the answer to this last question is yes, many other people around 
the world see bottled water from a different perspective. But, there are many 
factors that would support the ban of bottled water.

Pollution is one of the main reasons why we should discontinue the use 
of bottled water in our area. The majority of the plastic bottles we use will 
end up in a landfill, even if we recycle them. Once in the landfill, the plastic 
contaminates the ground and the surrounding environment. And get this, it 
will take thousands of years for the bottles to break down into the soil. After 
speaking with five people whom consume bottled water on a regular basis, I 
learned that they see their recycling program as being beneficial to the com-
munity. They said that all of their plastic is sent to the recycle center where it 
is used to produce other necessary items we use every day. But is this really 
what happens? Most of that plastic will end up in a landfill. Are plastic bottles 
really worth all the trouble they cause?

It may be hard to believe, but cost is also another factor to consider. 
Most plastic water bottles are made with crude oil and in today’s economy oil 
is not cheap. Instead, we could use that crude oil to produce gasoline. Did you 
know that all the crude oil used to make plastic bottles (2.7 millions tons of 
plastic) in the United States could power one million cars? Also, the United 
States could take that money instead and use it to help ourselves, the environ-
ment, and others all over the planet to make the world a better place. To some 
people, though, cost is not an option. Many people all over the world do not 
have adequate drinking water. To contradict this, they must buy bottled water 
at whatever cost. Even though bottled water can be expensive, it is, in some 
ways, worth every penny. But in our community, bottled water is not worth 
the cost. Don’t you agree?

Finally, in all this confliction about bottled water, we must keep our own 
health in mind. Most bottled water is not thoroughly tested on a regular basis. 
That means that contaminated water could be sold in the grocery store with-
out anyone knowing. Research also shows, that tap water is safer to drink. It 

Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)

Argument: THE ETHICS OF BOTTLED WATER
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is required by the city that tap water supplies are to be closely monitored and 
tested regularly. I live in Riley, IN, and each year we receive a water qual-
ity report from American Water. The report states, the water is contaminant 
free and healthy to drink. Therefore, my family and many other community 
members could go without bottled water. All in all, tap water is safer and 
healthier than bottled water. Once again, the opinion of health could go the 
opposite way. Many people like having the option of bottled water instead of 
sugary soft drink. Bottled water is better, in terms of nutrition, compared to 
other drinks. People also believe that by consuming bottled water they are 
drinking ultra-filtered water versus tap water. Also, like I stated previously, 
many people require the use of bottled water to survive. But, bottled water is 
not worth the possible health risks that could possibly occur.

As you have read, bottled water has many negative aspects. Bottled 
water can cause pollution, harm the environment, cost an excess amount of 
money, and can even have a risk of causing health problems. I strongly be-
lieve that our community and a large percentage of the United Stated should 
eliminate the use of bottled water. Although, it would be a bad choice if the 
entire planet banned the use of bottled water, as it has its place. Currently, 
780 million people around the world have safe drinking water as a result of 
bottled water. But now the decision is up to you. Should our community ban 
bottled water for the greater good of the world around us?

Argument: THE ETHICS OF BOTTLED WATER

Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)
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Students were provided multiple articles on the pros and cons of using technology. 
After reading the passages, each student wrote an argumentative letter advocating for or against 

their school participating in a week-long hiatus from all technology and digital devices.

Argument: “SHUT DOWN YOUR SCREEN” WEEK

Ninth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com

State the opinion.

Identify reasons.

Acknowledge
the opposition.

To whom it may concern:
_____ High School should not participate in the national “Shut 

Down Your Screen Week.”  Although not always used appropriately by 
students, in most cases, technology is extremely beneficial.  A vast ma-
jority of students find it helpful to have access to technology. Technol-
ogy makes quicker, more efficient work. Without the advancements of 
technology, we are no farther along than school children in the 1960’s. 

The internet and social media, such as Facebook, improve the social lives of 
those who use it. In the article “Information, Communication and Society,” a sur-
vey found that whether the participants were married or single, people who used 
social media had more close friends. An average American who uses social media 
is half as likely to be socially isolated. They also know more diverse people. Also, 
users of social media never lose ties because of relocating, because you can always 
keep your friends on social media.

Internet search engines allow us better access to information. In my experi-
ence, information is far more accessible and quick than searching through books. 
That allows for time to complete other class assignments. According to Peter 
Norvig, director of research for Google, Inc., in an article for the New York Times, 
“The internet contains the world’s best writing, images, and ideas; Google lets us 
find the relevant pieces instantly.” Some argue that ads and irrelevant sites may 
be distracting, but more find that the benefits are worth it. Eighty-one percent of 
experts polled by the Pew Internet Research Project  support this opinion.

The internet also makes a good learning tool. In an article by Matt Richtel 
for the New  York Times, he proves that it helps our brains. “Imaging studies show 
the brains of Internet users become more efficient at finding information.” Basi-
cally, the more we use online resources to learn, the better our brains become at 
learning. Also, in the same article, it says, “Internet users showed greater brain 
activity than non-users…” The internet even develops our brain to think more! 
Technology is improving our brains.

I have heard it argued that children “rot” their brains with video game sys-
tems. In the previously mentioned article by Matt Richtel, he says, “At the Univer-
sity of Rochester, researchers found that players of some fast-paced video games 
can track the movement of a third more objects on a screen than nonplayers…
games can improve reaction time and the ability to pick out details amid clutter.” 
It seems that the more people play fast-paced video games, the more efficient they 
become at finding important details. These games may not be so “brain rotting “ 
after all. They could even be argued as beneficial.
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Argument: “SHUT DOWN YOUR SCREEN” WEEK

Restate the opinion.

Acknowledge
the opposition.

Some also argue that because of new technologies, people limit how much 
they associate together, even in the same area. Social media disproves this argu-
ment. Not only can people associate easily with friends, they can also chat with 
relatives. They can also show relatives photos, even if they are states away. People 
who use social media are more likely to know more diverse people, according to the 
article by Keith Hampton. People still associate with people  just as much as be-
fore, if not more. They are merely doing it in a different manner than before social 
media was in use.

Cyber bullying has now become an issue. I would like to bring to attention 
that all bullying is a big issue. I do not think that technology has caused bully-
ing. It has just allowed for a new way to bully someone. I have never been cyber-
bullied. I personally was bullied in a face-to-face manner. A bully will take any 
chance to bully a target. Social media has not caused bullying.

Like most tools, technology is useful if used correctly. Although 
work quality on a computer could be better at times, this is not a prob-
lem with the tool, but with the people. People who use such technology 
correctly and efficiently should still have access. If our screens are shut 
down, there is no access. We should not participate in “Shut Down Your 
Screen Week.”

        
Sincerely,

Summarize 
reasoning.

Ninth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com
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To whom it may concern:
_____ High School should not participate in the national “Shut 

Down Your Screen Week.” Technology can be beneficial, especially to 
students. A vast majority of students find it helpful to have access to 
technology. Technology makes quicker, more efficient work. Without the 
advancements of technology, we are no farther along than school chil-
dren in the 1960’s. 

The internet and social media, such as Facebook, improve the 
social lives of those who use it. In the article “Information, Communica-
tion and Society,” a survey found that whether the participants were 
married or single, people who used social media had more close friends. 
An average American who uses social media is half as likely to be so-
cially isolated. They also know more diverse people. Also, users of social 
media never lose ties because of relocating, because you can always 
keep your friends on social media.

Internet search engines allow us better access to information. 
In my experience, information is far more accessible and quick than 
searching through books. That allows for time to complete other class 
assignments. According to Peter Norvig, director of research for Google, 
Inc., in an article for the New York Times, “The internet contains the 
world’s best writing, images, and ideas; Google lets us find the rel-
evant pieces instantly.” Some argue that ads and irrelevant sites may 
be distracting, but more find that the benefits are worth it. Eighty-one 
percent of experts polled by the Pew Internet Research Project  support 
this opinion.

The internet also makes a good learning tool. In an article by Matt 
Richtel for the New  York Times, he proves that it helps our brains. 
“Imaging studies show the brains of Internet users become more ef-
ficient at finding information.” Basically, the more we use online re-
sources to learn, the better our brains become at learning. Also, in the 
same article, it says, “Internet users showed greater brain activity than 
non-users…” The internet even develops our brain to think more! Tech-
nology is improving our brains.

Students were provided multiple articles on the pros and cons of using technology. 
After reading the passages, each student wrote an argumentative letter advocating for or against 

their school participating in a week-long hiatus from all technology and digital devices.

Argument: “SHUT DOWN YOUR SCREEN” WEEK

Ninth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com
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Argument: “SHUT DOWN YOUR SCREEN” WEEK

I have heard it argued that children “rot” their brains with video 
game systems. In the previously mentioned article by Matt Richtel, he 
says, “At the University of Rochester, researchers found that players of 
some fast-paced video games can track the movement of a third more 
objects on a screen than nonplayers…games can improve reaction time 
and the ability to pick out details amid clutter.” It seems that the more 
people play fast-paced video games, the more efficient they become at 
finding important details. These games may not be so “brain rotting “ 
after all. They could even be argued as beneficial.

Some also argue that because of new technologies, people limit 
how much they associate together, even in the same area. Social me-
dia disproves this argument. Not only can people associate easily with 
friends, they can also chat with relatives. They can also show relatives 
photos, even if they are states away. People who use social media are 
more likely to know more diverse people, according to the article by 
Keith Hampton. People still associate with people  just as much as 
before, if not more. They are merely doing it in a different manner than 
before social media was in use.

Cyber bullying has now become an issue. I would like to bring to 
attention that all bullying is a big issue. I do not think that technology 
has caused bullying. It has just allowed for a new way to bully someone. 
I have never been cyber-bullied. I personally was bullied in a face-
to-face manner. A bully will take any chance to bully a target. Social 
media has not caused bullying.

Like most tools, technology is useful if used correctly. Although 
work quality on a computer could be better at times, this is not a prob-
lem with the tool, but with the people. People who use such technology 
correctly and efficiently should still have access. If our screens are shut 
down, there is no access. We should not participate in “Shut Down Your 
Screen Week.”

        
Sincerely,

Ninth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com
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Persuasive: SMOKING BAN

Tenth grade essay adapted from www.thewritesource.com

State the opinion.

Provide background
information via a

descriptive scenario. 

In the perfect situation, smoking policy would be set by bar or res-
taurant owners, and customers would patronize the establishments with 
the policy they prefer. Customers would decide—without the government’s 
help—if they want to avoid smoke-filled rooms or enter them. They might 
even choose to sit in an area sectioned off for smokers or non-smokers, but 
the ultimate issue is choice (Ruwart 1). When the government starts telling 
restaurant owners what their customers can and cannot do, the government 
is overstepping its boundaries.

Our government aims to protect us—to save us from society’s evils. However, 
in an attempt to protect the public from the effects of passive smoking (second hand 
smoke)—of which, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service in 1994, 
“the statistical evidence does not . . . support a conclusion that there are substantive 
health effects . . .” (Krauthammer)—the feds have failed to protect a vital part of the 
U.S. economic population: business owners. Many people who drink also tend to smoke; 
banning drinkers from smoking has hurt business in some bars and restaurants. “Ac-
cording to the California Licensed Beverage Association, business has dropped as much 
as 85 percent . . . since the prohibition took effect” (“Bar Owners Vow” 1). The decrease 
in customers and subsequent loss of revenue has far-reaching effects on employers. A 
study by the American Beverage Institute entitled “Effect of 1998 California Smoking 
Ban on Bars, Taverns, and Night Clubs” asked 300 respondents about the effects of 
the ban on their businesses. When asked if the ban caused owners to lay off employees 
or cut working hours, 29.7 percent of respondents answered “yes”; 59 percent gave the 
same answer when asked if they experienced a loss of tips/gratuities for bar and serving-
staff employees (1). The plight of restaurant and bar owners is often ignored, but it is a 
serious issue for them and for their employees.

While the argument rages over the effects of smoking on public health, the ques-
tion that remains is this: “How much is society entitled to penalize smokers for their de-
cisions because—in society’s view—those decisions are unhealthy?” (Samuelson). Smok-
ing tobacco is not an illegal act, yet the 25 percent of Americans who do smoke are often 
treated as if they were criminals. They are incessantly nagged, blamed for numerous 
illnesses and unpleasantries, and made to feel guilty by self-righteous nonsmokers (Bork 
28). The Environmental Protection Agency estimates that living with a smoker increases 
your chance of lung cancer by 19 percent. What they fail to tell you is that, in contrast, 
(firsthand) smoking increases your chance 1,000 percent (Buckley). Why is the act of 
smoking tobacco, which merely injures oneself, so scrutinized and shunned by society, 
while drinking alcohol, which is by far more deadly to innocent bystanders, is accepted 
by society and virtually unregulated? (Krauthammer). One may not wish to be seated 
near an extremely obese person in a restaurant, but it would certainly be unconstitu-
tional to deny service to these patrons. In modern society, the government knows better 
than to discriminate against minorities, senior citizens, or the physically handicapped; it 
does not hesitate, however, to discriminate against smokers.
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Identify reasons.

Remind
the reader
what's at 

stake. 

Finish
with a clever

one-liner.

Personal choice is a simple principle that is highly valued in American 
society. Banning smoking in all public restaurants violates this principle and 
jeopardizes our freedom. Smoking should not be banned in all restaurants. 
A ban on smoking imposes unnecessary governmental interference in pri-
vate business, affects business owners negatively, and discriminates against 
smokers. Like the black Southerner turned away because of racial segrega-
tion, the smoker is unfairly treated. Sadly, just when our government claims 
to be whisking away the clouds of smoke, it is legislating a cloud of discrimi-
nation.

Restate the opinion.
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Persuasive: SMOKING BAN
In the perfect situation, smoking policy would be set by bar or restaurant 

owners, and customers would patronize the establishments with the policy they 
prefer. Customers would decide—without the government’s help—if they want 
to avoid smoke-filled rooms or enter them. They might even choose to sit in an 
area sectioned off for smokers or non-smokers, but the ultimate issue is choice 
(Ruwart 1). When the government starts telling restaurant owners what their 
customers can and cannot do, the government is overstepping its boundaries.

Our government aims to protect us—to save us from society’s evils. How-
ever, in an attempt to protect the public from the effects of passive smoking 
(second hand smoke)—of which, according to the nonpartisan Congressional 
Research Service in 1994, “the statistical evidence does not . . . support a con-
clusion that there are substantive health effects . . .” (Krauthammer)—the feds 
have failed to protect a vital part of the U.S. economic population: business 
owners. Many people who drink also tend to smoke; banning drinkers from 
smoking has hurt business in some bars and restaurants. “According to the 
California Licensed Beverage Association, business has dropped as much as 85 
percent . . . since the prohibition took effect” (“Bar Owners Vow” 1). The de-
crease in customers and subsequent loss of revenue has far-reaching effects on 
employers. A study by the American Beverage Institute entitled “Effect of 1998 
California Smoking Ban on Bars, Taverns, and Night Clubs” asked 300 respon-
dents about the effects of the ban on their businesses. When asked if the ban 
caused owners to lay off employees or cut working hours, 29.7 percent of re-
spondents answered “yes”; 59 percent gave the same answer when asked if they 
experienced a loss of tips/gratuities for bar and serving-staff employees (1). The 
plight of restaurant and bar owners is often ignored, but it is a serious issue for 
them and for their employees.

While the argument rages over the effects of smoking on public health, 
the question that remains is this: “How much is society entitled to penalize 
smokers for their decisions because—in society’s view—those decisions are un-
healthy?” (Samuelson). Smoking tobacco is not an illegal act, yet the 25 percent 
of Americans who do smoke are often treated as if they were criminals. They 
are incessantly nagged, blamed for numerous illnesses and unpleasantries, and 
made to feel guilty by self-righteous nonsmokers (Bork 28). The Environmental 
Protection Agency estimates that living with a smoker increases your chance of 
lung cancer by 19 percent. What they fail to tell you is that, in contrast, (first-
hand) smoking increases your chance 1,000 percent (Buckley). Why is the act of 

Tenth grade essay adapted from www.thewritesource.com
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smoking tobacco, which merely injures oneself, so scrutinized and shunned by 
society, while drinking alcohol, which is by far more deadly to innocent bystand-
ers, is accepted by society and virtually unregulated? (Krauthammer). One may 
not wish to be seated near an extremely obese person in a restaurant, but it 
would certainly be unconstitutional to deny service to these patrons. In modern 
society, the government knows better than to discriminate against minorities, 
senior citizens, or the physically handicapped; it does not hesitate, however, to 
discriminate against smokers.

Personal choice is a simple principle that is highly valued in American 
society. Banning smoking in all public restaurants violates this principle and 
jeopardizes our freedom. Smoking should not be banned in all restaurants. A 
ban on smoking imposes unnecessary governmental interference in private 
business, affects business owners negatively, and discriminates against smok-
ers. Like the black Southerner turned away because of racial segregation, the 
smoker is unfairly treated. 

Sadly, just when our government claims to be whisking away the clouds of 
smoke, it is legislating a cloud of discrimination.


