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Written by Jackson Elementary School second grader (Valparaiso, IN)

Informative/Procedural: HOW TO MAKE A PBJ

Identify the 
narrow topic.

Restate the
main point.

Identify the 
end result.

I’m going to tell you how to make a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich. 

First, you wash your hands with soap and water. Sec-
ond, you get two slices of fresh white Wonder bread, fresh 
strawberry jelly, fresh creamy Jiff peanut butter, a clean 
plate and a clean knife. Check the expiration date. 

Third, you get the plate and the bread. Put the bread 
on the plate. Fourth, you get not too much but more than 
a speck of peanut butter. Spread the peanut butter with a 
knife. Don’t spread it on the crust. 

Fifth, you get not too much but more than a speck 
of jelly. Spread the jelly on the bread with the knife. Don’t 
spread the jelly on the crust. Last, match the pieces of bread 
and put them gently together.

 

Finally, you can eat your delectable peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich.  That’s how you make a 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich.
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I’m going to tell you how to make a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich. 

First, you wash your hands with soap and wa-
ter. Second, you get two slices of fresh white Wonder 
bread, fresh strawberry jelly, fresh creamy Jiff pea-
nut butter, a clean plate and a clean knife. Check 
the expiration date. 

Third, you get the plate and the bread. Put the 
bread on the plate. Fourth, you get not too much but 
more than a speck of peanut butter. Spread the pea-
nut butter with a knife. Don’t spread it on the crust. 

Fifth, you get not too much but more than a 
speck of jelly. Spread the jelly on the bread with 
the knife. Don’t spread the jelly on the crust. Last, 
match the pieces of bread and put them gently to-
gether.

Finally, you can eat your delectable peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich. That’s how you make a 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich.

Informative/Procedural: HOW TO MAKE A PBJ

Written by Jackson Elementary School second grader (Valparaiso, IN)
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Informative/Descriptive: MY SISTER

Written by Wilbur Wright Elementary School fourth grader (New Castle, IN)

Identify the narrow topic.

Offer a new insight.

Provide background
via a descriptive scene. 

Looking at my sister is like looking in a 
mirror.  When I look at my sister I see brown 
hair, brown eyes and freckls. 

We go shopping together. We go swimming 
together. We go everywhere together.

I love my sister, but some times she can be a 
pain in the next but I get over it. 

My sister is very serious, but I am very playful. 
She has a diffrant style than I do. She likes 

short short and I like pants. She like’s tank tops and I 
like tee shirts.

We are very diffrant considering we’re 
twins!  Macy + Lacy = Haggard

Restate main point in a slightly different way.
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Written by Wilbur Wright Elementary School fourth grader (New Castle, IN)

Looking at my sister is like looking in a 
mirror. When I look at my sister I see brown 
hair, brown eyes and freckls. 

We go shopping together. We go swim-
ming together. We go everywhere together.

I love my sister, but some times she can 
be a pain in the next but I get over it. 

My sister is very serious, but I am very 
playful. 

She has a diffrant style than I do. She 
likes short short and I like pants. She like’s 
tank tops and I like tee shirts.

We are very diffrant considering we’re 
twins! Macy + Lacy = Haggard

Informative/Descriptive: MY SISTER
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Essay by Salamonie School sixth grader (Huntington, IN)

Informative/Explanatory: STEALTH

Provide background
via a descriptive scene. 

You couldn’t hear me if I was wearing nylon pants on a creeky 
stairway.  I could sneak up on you in a fully-lighted room with no objects 
to hide behind.  I am a master of the stealth technique.  I have the ability 
and skill to make myself seem weightless and invisible.  But not literraly 
of coarse.  My name is Andrew _____, (wannabe S.W.A.T., covert opera-
tive, and special forces officer.)

I first noticed this skill when I was about six, and I loved to sneak up on 
people. I would speed silently up and down stairs, and after a while I’d get respons-
es like “I didn’t know you were here.” or “How did you... you were just downstairs... 
huh?” After that, I noticed that I could take advantage of this skill and use it to get 
a midnight snack, or run away covertly when my mom was about to ask me to clean 
my room. 

If you too want to have this speciality then listen up. We will start with the 
skill to be silent. Here is an example. Let’s say you are trying to scare your brother 
and there are creeky stairs that you have to cross. It requires knowledge of where to 
step, you should plant your foot on the very edge of each step that will be the least 
likely spot to make noise. If you are light enough, you could jump from step to step 
landing silently on the corners, (this would also increase speed.) So remember, it is 
the knowledge of where to step that will help most. 

Next let’s talk about being unseen. It is the asset of all object that are good for 
hiding behind, use all the objects as tools, while you use your skill to step quietly. 
This is the way to practice, but once your good enough you could step up to someone 
un-noticed without objects to hide behind.

That is a way to be covert.

Provide additional 
background

about the
subject/author. 

Define key words/concept.

Restate the main point.

Identify the narrow topic.
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You couldn’t hear me if I was wearing nylon pants on a creeky stairway. 
I could sneak up on you in a fully-lighted room with no objects to hide behind. 
I am a master of the stealth technique. I have the ability and skill to make 
myself seem weightless and invisible. But not literraly of coarse. My name is 
Andrew _____, (wannabe S.W.A.T., covert operative, and special forces officer.)

I first noticed this skill when I was about six, and I loved to sneak up 
on people. I would speed silently up and down stairs, and after a while I’d get 
responses like “I didn’t know you were here.” or “How did you... you were just 
downstairs... huh?” After that, I noticed that I could take advantage of this 
skill and use it to get a midnight snack, or run away covertly when my mom 
was about to ask me to clean my room. 

If you too want to have this speciality then listen up. We will start with 
the skill to be silent. Here is an example. Let’s say you are trying to scare your 
brother and there are creeky stairs that you have to cross. It requires knowl-
edge of where to step, you should plant your foot on the very edge of each step 
that will be the least likely spot to make noise. If you are light enough, you 
could jump from step to step landing silently on the corners, (this would also 
increase speed.) So remember, it is the knowledge of where to step that will 
help most. 

Next let’s talk about being unseen. It is the asset of all object that are 
good for hiding behind, use all the objects as tools, while you use your skill to 
step quietly. This is the way to practice, but once your good enough you could 
step up to someone un-noticed without objects to hide behind.

That is a way to be covert.

Informative/Explanatory: STEALTH

Essay by Salamonie School sixth grader (Huntington, IN)
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Provide background
via a descriptive scene. 

Identify the 
narrow topic. Introduce key word/concept.

Informative/Explanatory: THE STUFFED IGUANA
Silent tears crept down my face as I clutched my stuffed Iguana—sure, 

it only had one eye, but what wasn’t broken these days? I was approximately 
two years old, but I remember this clearly now. My mother and father were 
screaming. I didn’t know that the ear-splitting sounds they were emitting 
weren’t meant for me; I didn’t know that they hadn’t a clue I was hiding be-
hind the counter. I only knew anger.  The term ‘divorce’ meant nothing to me, 
yet.  Although, in the years that followed, the word became one I grew quite 
familiar with. 

My parents divorced when I was almost three years old, and from then on I as-
sumed everyone’s mom and dad lived in different houses. I finally figured it out when I 
went to my friend’s houses. Some of their parents would spit out the word ‘divorce’ as if 
it were a dirty word. Don’t get sympathetic yet, though because my parents both found 
new people less than a year after the split—way to give it time to settle in, right? The 
new stepdad, to be called ‘Daddy’ until I was ten, was named Ray.  My dad didn’t actually 
marry his young new girlfriend, Judy, but she was my stepmom, no less. 

My two sisters are only a couple years older than me; Lauren is three years older 
while Carmen only exceeds me by one. Carmen and Lauren stopped seeing my father 
when I was eleven. Lauren deems it Judy’s fault while Carmen seems to have issues 
with my dad. Honestly, though? I think they both stopped seeing him because that was 
what my mom wanted. I used to ask my family not to talk badly about my dad when they 
were around me, but they usually just laughed at me so now I just ignore it.  Don’t get 
me wrong, my dad and I have nowhere close to a healthy relationship, but I could say the 
exact same for my mother.

Four-year-old Jaxon is my half-brother. I love him with a regretful heart because 
I only see him once a week. This is not because I don’t wish to see my family; it’s only 
because—for a reason unknown by anyone but him—my dad stopped picking up on Tues-
days too. I don’t visit on weekends because something social is usually occupying my time 
as a thirteen year old—yes, I realize how selfish I am. I feel horrible, too, because what’s 
going to happen when Jaxon is old enough to realize I was just across the highway all this 
time? Hopefully, I’ll get kudos for at least seeing him; it’s more than my sisters do. 

Like the stuffed iguana—and my family, for that matter—I am broken. 
I still have the beaten down creature and like to look at it once in a while. Its 
name was and always will be Iggy—original, no?  Actually, I’m pretty sure it’s 
a chameleon, but I don’t think it matters because I know for sure that it is like 
me. A gaping hole fills the space where something important should be.

Provide an update
or current status.

Circle back to
a previous idea.

Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)
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Informative/Explanatory: THE STUFFED IGUANA
Silent tears crept down my face as I clutched my stuffed Iguana—sure, it only 

had one eye, but what wasn’t broken these days? I was approximately two years old, 
but I remember this clearly now. My mother and father were screaming.  I didn’t 
know that the ear-splitting sounds they were emitting weren’t meant for me; I didn’t 
know that they hadn’t a clue I was hiding behind the counter. I only knew anger. 
The term ‘divorce’ meant nothing to me, yet. Although, in the years that followed, 
the word became one I grew quite familiar with. 

My parents divorced when I was almost three years old, and from then on I as-
sumed everyone’s mom and dad lived in different houses. I finally figured it out when 
I went to my friend’s houses. Some of their parents would spit out the word ‘divorce’ 
as if it were a dirty word. Don’t get sympathetic yet, though because my parents 
both found new people less than a year after the split—way to give it time to settle 
in, right? The new stepdad, to be called ‘Daddy’ until I was ten, was named Ray.  My 
dad didn’t actually marry his young new girlfriend, Judy, but she was my stepmom, 
no less. 

My two sisters are only a couple years older than me; Lauren is three years 
older while Carmen only exceeds me by one. Carmen and Lauren stopped seeing my 
father when I was eleven. Lauren deems it Judy’s fault while Carmen seems to have 
issues with my dad. Honestly, though? I think they both stopped seeing him because 
that was what my mom wanted. I used to ask my family not to talk badly about my 
dad when they were around me, but they usually just laughed at me so now I just 
ignore it.  Don’t get me wrong, my dad and I have nowhere close to a healthy rela-
tionship, but I could say the exact same for my mother.

Four-year-old Jaxon is my half-brother. I love him with a regretful heart be-
cause I only see him once a week. This is not because I don’t wish to see my family; 
it’s only because—for a reason unknown by anyone but him—my dad stopped pick-
ing up on Tuesdays too. I don’t visit on weekends because something social is usu-
ally occupying my time as a thirteen year old—yes, I realize how selfish I am. I feel 
horrible, too, because what’s going to happen when Jaxon is old enough to realize I 
was just across the highway all this time? Hopefully, I’ll get kudos for at least seeing 
him; it’s more than my sisters do. 

Like the stuffed iguana—and my family, for that matter—I am broken. I still 
have the beaten down creature and like to look at it once in a while. Its name was 
and always will be Iggy—original, no? Actually, I’m pretty sure it’s a chameleon, but 
I don’t think it matters because I know for sure that it is like me. A gaping hole fills 
the space where something important should be.

Essay by Honey Creek Middle School eighth grader (Terre Haute, IN)
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PROMPT: “Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless.” This quotation by Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
demonstrates the positive effects of speaking kindly. Do you agree with Mother Teresa that kind words are easily spoken and long-
lasting? Write about a time when you spoke kindly to someone, or someone offered words of encouragement to you. In your essay, 

describe the incident, provide specific details, and explain the impact that the person’s words had on you.

Informative/Explanatory: KINDNESS

Provide 
background

via an anecdote. 

Identify the narrow topic.

Explain the 
significance or 

importance.

Restate the main point in 
a slightly different way.

Review
key points.

Essay by Mt. Vernon High School ninth grader (Mt. Vernon IN)

Kindness is something that can be unexpected. When you’re having a bad 
day or things are just not going your way, kind words are always greatly appreci-
ated.  If a person takes the miniscule amount of time out of their day to utter a few 
caring words, it shows a great deal of their character. The two or three seconds 
it took for them to say that, can change the way they are perceived by the person 
they shed kindness upon.  The point being made is that kind words are easily spo-
ken, but long-lasting. 

This previous September, our volleyball team was playing a game at Reitz 
High School. During the JV game I was positioned in the back row, and I couldn’t 
keep a ball in play for the life of me. I could tell my coach was fuming, and when 
she called one time out, I thought my playing time would be terminated. However, 
the varsity coach pulled me aside and sincerely told me, “Nicole relax. Take a deep 
breath and focus on what you’re doing. I’ve seen you pick up balls twice as hard 
as those. You’re a great player, you’ll be fine. Just have fun!” Something about her 
brief utterance of kind words got to me and when we went back out there, I still 
wasn’t perfect, but I was doing a lot better.

I was astounded when my coach pulled me aside and encouraged me, because 
she usually has steam coming out of her ears if someone isn’t playing well. I had 
been expecting to her to really buckle down and reprimand me, so it was shock-
ing when she had something other than scolding in mind. It was a nice surprise 
though. The best part about it was that I saw a side of my coach that I had never 
even caught a glimpse of before. Also she was genuinely trying to make me feel 
better. I appreciated that, and my subsequent performance showed that it affected 
it imensely.

Those moments are some that I still reflect on when I find myself needing a 
boost. I replay those words in my head and it’s as if just those five sentences could 
get me through anything. Just the pure kindness entertwined within the syllables 
gave me the sensation of being on cloud nine. The words she uttered are some that 
I will take with me forever. 

Kindness is one of those things that can just come out of the blue from the 
most random person. However, it’s also something that’s thrived upon by all hu-
man beings.  Without kindness, our world would be a sad, lonely place to live. Just 
taking a moment out of the day to be kind to another person can change their life 
forever.  This is the case because kindness is like a echo, you keep reviewing it in 
your mind and it makes you feel good all over again.

Circle back 
to a previous 

statement.
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PROMPT: “Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless.” This quotation by Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
demonstrates the positive effects of speaking kindly. Do you agree with Mother Teresa that kind words are easily spoken and long-
lasting? Write about a time when you spoke kindly to someone, or someone offered words of encouragement to you. In your essay, 

describe the incident, provide specific details, and explain the impact that the person’s words had on you.

Informative/Explanatory: KINDNESS

Kindness is something that can be unexpected. When you’re having a bad day 
or things are just not going your way, kind words are always greatly appreciated. If a 
person takes the miniscule amount of time out of their day to utter a few caring words, 
it shows a great deal of their character. The two or three seconds it took for them to 
say that, can change the way they are perceived by the person they shed kindness 
upon. The point being made is that kind words are easily spoken, but long-lasting. 

This previous September, our volleyball team was playing a game at Reitz High 
School. During the JV game I was positioned in the back row, and I couldn’t keep a 
ball in play for the life of me. I could tell my coach was fuming, and when she called 
one time out, I thought my playing time would be terminated. However, the varsity 
coach pulled me aside and sincerely told me, “Nicole relax. Take a deep breath and 
focus on what you’re doing. I’ve seen you pick up balls twice as hard as those. You’re 
a great player, you’ll be fine. Just have fun!” Something about her brief utterance of 
kind words got to me and when we went back out there, I still wasn’t perfect, but I 
was doing a lot better.

I was astounded when my coach pulled me aside and encouraged me, because 
she usually has steam coming out of her ears if someone isn’t playing well. I had been 
expecting to her to really buckle down and reprimand me, so it was shocking when she 
had something other than scolding in mind. It was a nice surprise though. The best 
part about it was that I saw a side of my coach that I had never even caught a glimpse 
of before. Also she was genuinely trying to make me feel better. I appreciated that, 
and my subsequent performance showed that it affected it imensely.

Those moments are some that I still reflect on when I find myself needing a 
boost. I replay those words in my head and it’s as if just those five sentences could get 
me through anything. Just the pure kindness entertwined within the syllables gave 
me the sensation of being on cloud nine. The words she uttered are some that I will 
take with me forever. 

Kindness is one of those things that can just come out of the blue from the most 
random person. However, it’s also something that’s thrived upon by all human be-
ings. Without kindness, our world would be a sad, lonely place to live. Just taking a 
moment out of the day to be kind to another person can change their life forever. This 
is the case because kindness is like a echo, you keep reviewing it in your mind and it 
makes you feel good all over again.

Essay by Mt. Vernon High School ninth grader (Mt. Vernon IN)
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Provide 
background 

via a succinct 
summary 

of the plot. 

Identify the 
narrow topic.

In the book The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway tells the sto-
ry of an old Cuban fisherman named Santiago who, considered by the villag-
ers to be the worst type of unlucky, is still determined to win a battle against 
a giant Marlin off the coast of Cuba. Santiago succeeds, but his successes do 
not come without great hardship and struggle. He spends three days being 
dragged in his skiff by the enormous marlin with minimal food and water, all 
the while enduring acute physical pain, tiredness, and an unending loneli-
ness due to the absence of his young friend, Manolin. It is only after Santia-
go’s prize fish is completely devoured by sharks that he returns home to the 
village scorners and the safety of Manolin’s trust.  As his suffering and loss 
compound, we can see that Hemingway’s quote “a man can be destroyed but 
not defeated” offers a key insight into Santiago’s life.

As the story begins, we learn that Santiago has gone eighty-four days straight 
without catching a fish. Young Manolin’s parents will no longer allow the two to fish 
together, for they do not want their son being exposed any more to this type of failure. 
Santiago and Manolin are deeply saddened by this news, but Santiago does not let the 
loss of his friend or the defeat that others see him suffering keep him off the sea. Rather, 
with bright and shining eyes he thinks “maybe today. Every day is a new day” (pg. 32), 
and prepares to catch the biggest fish of his life. This shows that even though almost all 
of Santiago’s acquaintances feel that his fishing career is over, he sees it about to reach 
its all time high. Though he knows he is physically older and weaker than most of his 
fellow fisherman, he refuses to let their opinions and stereotypes destroy his confidence 
and determination.

As the story progresses, Hemingway presents an even more vivid picture of Santi-
ago refusing to be destroyed by the forces that threaten to defeat him. Even after he ac-
complishes the difficult task of hooking the giant Marlin, he finds his skiff being dragged 
by the fish for over two days. Living in the small boat is no easy task for Santiago, and 
soon injury and suffering seem to take over his entire body. His back is sore from sit-
ting so long against the stiff wood, his face is cut from fishing hooks, his shoulders ache, 
and his eyes have trouble focusing. Most difficult to endure though is the terrible condi-
tion in which he finds his hands. The left one is weakened from a period of being tightly 
cramped, and both are extremely mutilated from the burn of the moving fishing line. It 
would have been so much easier for Santiago to simply give up and release the fish, yet 
he knows that if he endures a little longer, victory will be his. Even when it seems he 
has no effort left, Santiago promises himself “I’ll try it again.” (pg. 93) This is Santiago’s 
real inner determination coming through. He has encountered so many obstacles during 
the past few days, yet he will not let them defeat his dream of killing the fish. There is 
no outside force promising a splendid reward if he succeeds, only those that threaten to 

Informative/Literary Essay: THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA

Eighth grade essay adapted from www.corestandards.org
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Informative/Literary Essay: THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA

ridicule him if he is destroyed. Santiago is working solely on his own desire to fulfill his 
dream and prove to himself that, although his struggles may cost him his life, he can ac-
complish even the seemingly impossible.

After three long days and nights, Santiago’s determination pays off, and at last he 
manages to catch and kill the Marlin. It is only a very short time that he has to relish 
in his triumph though, for a few hours later vicious sharks begin to destroy the carcass 
of the great fish. For hours, Santiago manages to ward them off, but this time it is not 
he who wins the final battle. Spirits low and pain at an all time high, Santiago returns 
to the village, towing behind him only the bare skeleton of a treasure that once was. It 
seems as though Santiago is ready to just curl up and die, and indeed he has reason to 
feel this way. Yet as he rests alone and talk with Manolin, we see a hint of Santiago’s 
determination, that has characterized his personality throughout the entire story, begin 
to shine through. Upon reaching home, he begins to make plans with Manolin about 
future adventures they will have together. Hemingway tells us that Santiago, in his 
youth, had loved to watch the majestic lions along his home on a white sand beach in 
Africa, and he still returns to those dreams when searching for contentment. That night, 
as Santiago drifts off to sleep, Hemingway tells that he was indeed “dreaming about the 
lions.” (pg. 127) This is perhaps the truest test of how much courage and determination a 
person has. If even when they have suffered the biggest defeat of their life, they are able 
to look to the future and realize the wonderful things they still posses. Though the forces 
of nature and time destroyed Santiago’s prize fish, he refuses to let that fact ruin the rest 
of his life. No one can take away his love for Manolin or memories of what once was, and 
because of this, no one can ever truly defeat Santiago.

In conclusion, throughout the entire story The Old Man and the Sea, 
Santiago refuses to surrender to the forces working against him.  He ignores 
the comments of those who think he is unlucky, endures great physical pain, 
and rises up from the depths of sorrow over the lost Marlin to find happiness 
in what he does possess.  Hemingway’s quote “a man can be destroyed but 
not defeated” truly does display the amount of determination that Santiago 
shows throughout his life.

Circle back 
to a previous 

statement.

Identify the 
end result/

what was learned.

Restate the
main point.

Eighth grade essay adapted from www.corestandards.org
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In the book The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway tells the story of an 
old Cuban fisherman named Santiago who, considered by the villagers to be the worst 
type of unlucky, is still determined to win a battle against a giant Marlin off the coast 
of Cuba. Santiago succeeds, but his successes do not come without great hardship and 
struggle. He spends three days being dragged in his skiff by the enormous marlin with 
minimal food and water, all the while enduring acute physical pain, tiredness, and an 
unending loneliness due to the absence of his young friend, Manolin. It is only after 
Santiago’s prize fish is completely devoured by sharks that he returns home to the 
village scorners and the safety of Manolin’s trust. As his suffering and loss compound, 
we can see that Hemingway’s quote “a man can be destroyed but not defeated” offers a 
key insight into Santiago’s life.

As the story begins, we learn that Santiago has gone eighty-four days straight 
without catching a fish. Young Manolin’s parents will no longer allow the two to fish 
together, for they do not want their son being exposed any more to this type of failure. 
Santiago and Manolin are deeply saddened by this news, but Santiago does not let 
the loss of his friend or the defeat that others see him suffering keep him off the sea. 
Rather, with bright and shining eyes he thinks “maybe today. Every day is a new day” 
(pg. 32), and prepares to catch the biggest fish of his life. This shows that even though 
almost all of Santiago’s acquaintances feel that his fishing career is over, he sees it 
about to reach its all time high. Though he knows he is physically older and weaker 
than most of his fellow fisherman, he refuses to let their opinions and stereotypes de-
stroy his confidence and determination.

As the story progresses, Hemingway presents an even more vivid picture of 
Santiago refusing to be destroyed by the forces that threaten to defeat him. Even after 
he accomplishes the difficult task of hooking the giant Marlin, he finds his skiff be-
ing dragged by the fish for over two days. Living in the small boat is no easy task for 
Santiago, and soon injury and suffering seem to take over his entire body. His back is 
sore from sitting so long against the stiff wood, his face is cut from fishing hooks, his 
shoulders ache, and his eyes have trouble focusing. Most difficult to endure though is 
the terrible condition in which he finds his hands. The left one is weakened from a pe-
riod of being tightly cramped, and both are extremely mutilated from the burn of the 
moving fishing line. It would have been so much easier for Santiago to simply give up 
and release the fish, yet he knows that if he endures a little longer, victory will be his. 
Even when it seems he has no effort left, Santiago promises himself “I’ll try it again.” 
(pg. 93) This is Santiago’s real inner determination coming through. He has encoun-
tered so many obstacles during the past few days, yet he will not let them defeat his 
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dream of killing the fish. There is no outside force promising a splendid reward if 
he succeeds, only those that threaten to ridicule him if he is destroyed. Santiago 
is working solely on his own desire to fulfill his dream and prove to himself that, 
although his struggles may cost him his life, he can accomplish even the seem-
ingly impossible.

After three long days and nights, Santiago’s determination pays off, and at 
last he manages to catch and kill the Marlin. It is only a very short time that he 
has to relish in his triumph though, for a few hours later vicious sharks begin 
to destroy the carcass of the great fish. For hours, Santiago manages to ward 
them off, but this time it is not he who wins the final battle. Spirits low and pain 
at an all time high, Santiago returns to the village, towing behind him only the 
bare skeleton of a treasure that once was. It seems as though Santiago is ready 
to just curl up and die, and indeed he has reason to feel this way. Yet as he rests 
alone and talk with Manolin, we see a hint of Santiago’s determination, that has 
characterized his personality throughout the entire story, begin to shine through. 
Upon reaching home, he begins to make plans with Manolin about future adven-
tures they will have together. Hemingway tells us that Santiago, in his youth, 
had loved to watch the majestic lions along his home on a white sand beach in 
Africa, and he still returns to those dreams when searching for contentment. 
That night, as Santiago drifts off to sleep, Hemingway tells that he was indeed 
“dreaming about the lions.” (pg. 127) This is perhaps the truest test of how much 
courage and determination a person has. If even when they have suffered the big-
gest defeat of their life, they are able to look to the future and realize the wonder-
ful things they still posses. Though the forces of nature and time destroyed Santi-
ago’s prize fish, he refuses to let that fact ruin the rest of his life. No one can take 
away his love for Manolin or memories of what once was, and because of this, no 
one can ever truly defeat Santiago.

In conclusion, throughout the entire story The Old Man and the Sea, San-
tiago refuses to surrender to the forces working against him. He ignores the com-
ments of those who think he is unlucky, endures great physical pain, and rises up 
from the depths of sorrow over the lost Marlin to find happiness in what he does 
possess. Hemingway’s quote “a man can be destroyed but not defeated” truly does 
display the amount of determination that Santiago shows throughout his life.
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Informative/Literary Essay: A FAMILY’S BEE NEST

Provide 
background

via a succinct 
summary 

of the plot. 

Identify the 
narrow topic.

The hot, dry summer of South Carolina is the setting in Sue Monk 
Kidd’s Secret Life of Bees. The story tells of Lily Owens, a young girl growing 
up in the South in the midst of the Civil Rights movement. After a series of 
racist and hateful acts towards Lily and her black housekeeper, Rosaleen, 
they decide to run off together to start a new life away from Lily’s Father T. 
Ray. Soon Lily and Rosaleen find themselves in a small town called Tiburon. 
They are taken in by a trio of bee keeping and honey selling sisters, who 
soon create a close bond with the runaways.  After some tragic heart-break-
ing events, Lily learns that family is one of the most important parts of life, 
whether they are actually related to you or not.

The theme of family and its importance is strong throughout the whole text, but 
there are some certain parts of the book that speak about it and support it the most. 
“Honeybees depend not only on physical contact with the colony, but also require its 
social companionship and support. Isolate a honeybee from her sisters and she will soon 
die.” (136) This quote is from the beginning of a chapter and is used metaphorically to 
relate to the story. This quote talks about how honeybees, which in the case of this story 
relates to humans, cannot survive without family around them. It is stating that de-
pendence upon family members is an essential part of life and that one cannot survive 
happily without it. This relates directly to my theme and and supports it as one of the 
topics of this book. “August layed the note down and turned to June. She opened her 
arms wide and June walked into them.” (210) This quote is from right after August and 
June’s sister May kills herself. They had just read her final good-bye note and are very 
saddened by it. Almost everyone knows how hard it can be to lose a family member, but 
having people who love you around you can always help out. This is just more proof that 
family is so important and that your family will always be there for you when you are 
feeling down.

Another quality of having family is learning to trust one another. While gain-
ing trust in each other, some fights and disputes may ensue. An example in Secret Life 
of Bees that shows this is from when Lily learns about her mother from August. “’You 
knew she was my mother all along.’ I said, uncertain whether I felt anger, or betrayal, 
or just plain surprise.” (235) When Lily learns that August had known her mother for 
a long time, she is very upset that August had never mentioned it before. Lily begins to 
feel unsure about whether she can trust August and cannot control her feelings. Eventu-
ally, August comforts Lily and she finds even more trust in her newly adopted mother. 
This an example of how one person may betray or lie to another person, but family 
bonds and love for one another will always prevail. This is just another reason why fam-
ily and trust is a main theme in this story.

Ninth grade essay adapted from www.pps.k12.or.us/
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Identify the 
end result/

what was learned

Restate the
main point.

One last quality that is important to family is defending and sticking up for 
one another. “T. Ray needed a face-saving way to hand me over, and August was giv-
ing it to him.” (298) This quote is from when T. Ray, Lily’s father, comes to Tiburon 
and tries to take Lily home with force. August and June then over hear the com-
motion and stand up for Lily. This part shows that love is a strong bond and that 
family is not meant to be broken apart. In the beginning of the story, August and 
June take in Lily and Rosaleen to their home because they feel sorry. But very soon 
the two sisters create a loving bond with the castaways, and it is shown here when 
August convinces T. Ray to leave Lily with her.

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd shows how family and 
trusting is a key component to a happy life, which is a great lesson for 
anyone to learn.  Lily goes through some difficult changes and loses some 
family members along the way of her journey, but in the end she learns 
that family is one of the most important parts of a happy life.
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The hot, dry summer of South Carolina is the setting in Sue Monk Kidd’s 
Secret Life of Bees. The story tells of Lily Owens, a young girl growing up in the 
South in the midst of the Civil Rights movement. After a series of racist and 
hateful acts towards Lily and her black housekeeper, Rosaleen, they decide to 
run off together to start a new life away from Lily’s Father T. Ray. Soon Lily and 
Rosaleen find themselves in a small town called Tiburon. They are taken in by a 
trio of bee keeping and honey selling sisters, who soon create a close bond with 
the runaways. After some tragic heart-breaking events, Lily learns that family is 
one of the most important parts of life, whether they are actually related to you 
or not.

The theme of family and its importance is strong throughout the whole 
text, but there are some certain parts of the book that speak about it and sup-
port it the most. “Honeybees depend not only on physical contact with the colony, 
but also require its social companionship and support. Isolate a honeybee from 
her sisters and she will soon die.” (136) This quote is from the beginning of a 
chapter and is used metaphorically to relate to the story. This quote talks about 
how honeybees, which in the case of this story relates to humans, cannot survive 
without family around them. It is stating that dependence upon family members 
is an essential part of life and that one cannot survive happily without it. This 
relates directly to my theme and and supports it as one of the topics of this book. 
“August layed the note down and turned to June. She opened her arms wide and 
June walked into them.” (210) This quote is from right after August and June’s 
sister May kills herself. They had just read her final good-bye note and are very 
saddened by it. Almost everyone knows how hard it can be to lose a family mem-
ber, but having people who love you around you can always help out. This is just 
more proof that family is so important and that your family will always be there 
for you when you are feeling down.

Another quality of having family is learning to trust one another. While 
gaining trust in each other, some fights and disputes may ensue. An example in 
Secret Life of Bees that shows this is from when Lily learns about her mother 
from August. “’You knew she was my mother all along.’ I said, uncertain whether 
I felt anger, or betrayal, or just plain surprise.” (235) When Lily learns that 
August had known her mother for a long time, she is very upset that August had 
never mentioned it before. Lily begins to feel unsure about whether she can trust 
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August and cannot control her feelings. Eventually, August comforts Lily 
and she finds even more trust in her newly adopted mother. This an ex-
ample of how one person may betray or lie to another person, but family 
bonds and love for one another will always prevail. This is just another 
reason why family and trust is a main theme in this story.

One last quality that is important to family is defending and stick-
ing up for one another. “T. Ray needed a face-saving way to hand me 
over, and August was giving it to him.” (298) This quote is from when 
T. Ray, Lily’s father, comes to Tiburon and tries to take Lily home with 
force. August and June then over hear the commotion and stand up for 
Lily. This part shows that love is a strong bond and that family is not 
meant to be broken apart. In the beginning of the story, August and June 
take in Lily and Rosaleen to their home because they feel sorry. But very 
soon the two sisters create a loving bond with the castaways, and it is 
shown here when August convinces T. Ray to leave Lily with her.

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd shows how family and 
trusting is a key component to a happy life, which is a great lesson for 
anyone to learn. Lily goes through some difficult changes and loses some 
family members along the way of her journey, but in the end she learns 
that family is one of the most important parts of a happy life.
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Ninth grade essay adapted from www.corestandards.org/

This short constructed response was prompted by the following test question: “Explain how civil disobedience was 
used in the struggle for India’s independence.” The student had only a portion of a class period to write the response. 

Identify the end result/outcome.

Restate the
main point.

Provide background information on the subject. 

Identify the 
narrow topic.

Define a key
word/concept. Civil disobedience is the refusal to follow an unjust law. 

Gandhi led India to independence by using civil disobedience and 
non-violent resistance.  His motto was, “will not fight, will not 
comply.” 

One of Gandhi’s first acts of civil disobedience was when he refused 
to move to 3rd class on the train. He bought a 1st class ticket but they 
wouldn’t let him sit there. He then got kicked off the train. This is just one 
example of Gandhi’s enforcement of non-violent resistance. 

He has done many things from refusing to get off the sidewalk to 
being beaten for burning his pass. He figured that if he died, it would be 
for the right reasons. He said, “They can have my body, not my obedience.” 
Eventually he got all of India going against Britain’s unjust laws.

 

While it took the people of India longer to realize, Gandhi 
proved that civil disobedience and non-violent resistance can be a 
more effective way of fighting back.  Britain finally let India have 
its independence.
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This short constructed response was prompted by the following test question: “Explain how civil disobedience was 
used in the struggle for India’s independence.” The student had only a portion of a class period to write the response. 

Civil disobedience is the refusal to follow an unjust law. Gan-
dhi led India to independence by using civil disobedience and non-
violent resistance. His motto was, “will not fight, will not comply.” 

One of Gandhi’s first acts of civil disobedience was when he 
refused to move to 3rd class on the train. He bought a 1st class 
ticket but they wouldn’t let him sit there. He then got kicked off 
the train. This is just one example of Gandhi’s enforcement of non-
violent resistance. 

He has done many things from refusing to get off the side-
walk to being beaten for burning his pass. He figured that if he 
died, it would be for the right reasons. He said, “They can have 
my body, not my obedience.” Eventually he got all of India going 
against Britain’s unjust laws. 

While it took the people of India longer to realize, Gandhi 
proved that civil disobedience and non-violent resistance can be a 
more effective way of fighting back. Britain finally let India have 
its independence.
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In an anatomy and physiology class, students were asked to summarize key points about a topic 
from given information and from their own research on the Internet and to explain how the topic was relevant to their future. 

A list of sources was not required in the assignment.

Informative/Research: MRI

Provide background
information

on the subject. 

For many years, scientists and researchers weren’t able to examine 
normal, healthy brains. They had to wait to get any data about how the 
brain functioned from autopsies and surgeries.  However, MRI technology 
has changed because now scientists can examine healthy brains at all stages 
of development, including getting functional results that show areas of the 
brain that “light up” while performing tasks.  Therefore, scientists are now 
able to really measure how the brain works.

95% of the brain has been formed by age 6, but through MRI studies researchers 
now know that changes in the brain structure continue to occur late in child develop-
ment. The prefrontal cortex has a growth spurt just before puberty and then prunes back 
in adolescence. This part of the brain is responsible for reasoning, controlling impulses, 
and making judgments. The growth and pruning is a very important stage of brain de-
velopment, so when this second wave is happening teen’s activities can affect how their 
brain responds for the rest of their lives.

Researchers have found waves of growth and change in other parts of the brain as 
well, including the corpus callosum and the cerebellum. The corpus callosum influences 
language learning, and the cerebellum helps physical coordination and is also used to 
process mental tasks and higher thought such as math, philosophy, decision-making, etc. 
This recent research has confirmed what scientists have known for many years . . . that 
different parts of the brain mature at different times. However, the brain is much more 
changeable than previously thought, with structural changes taking place into adoles-
cence and beyond. Knowing more about the brain’s structure is only one piece of the 
puzzle. Much more research is needed to draw conclusions about how the brain structure 
and function directly cause behavior.

Knowing more about the brain and how it influences behavior will have a major 
impact on how children and teenagers are raised and educated. For example, one of the 
researchers, Giedd believed that the growth and pruning can happen at a time of brain 
development when the actions of teenagers can affect them the rest of their lives, his 
“use it or lose it principle.” This is the time when music or academic development could 
be “hardwired.” This theory puts more emphasis on parents to make sure their teens 
have the right focus and guidance. Most parents already believe in a basic approach 
to raising and educating their children, but this research could lead to a very specific 
timetable and a do and don’t guide to child development, making sure that their child is 
exposed to the appropriate factors at the right time. (It is also important to note that sci-
entists have been able to confirm that some brain characteristics are genetic, and others 
are affected by environmental factors.)

Convey the
significance. 

Identify the 
narrow topic.
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Informative/Research: MRI

Identify the 
current status.

Restate the main point.
MRI technology has enabled researchers to learn much more 

about the brain’s growth and development.  Confirming that differ-
ent parts of the brain mature at different times and that the brain has 
structural changes through adolescence is very important,  but there 
is a great deal more research that needs to be done to learn about how 
brain structure and function relate to behavior. 

Review key points.
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In an anatomy and physiology class, students were asked to summarize key points about a topic 
from given information and from their own research on the Internet and to explain how the topic was relevant to their future. 

A list of sources was not required in the assignment.

Informative/Research: MRI

For many years, scientists and researchers weren’t able to examine nor-
mal, healthy brains. They had to wait to get any data about how the brain 
functioned from autopsies and surgeries. However, MRI technology has changed  
because now scientists can examine healthy brains at all stages of development, 
including getting functional results that show areas of the brain that “light up” 
while performing tasks. Therefore, scientists are now able to really measure how 
the brain works.

95% of the brain has been formed by age 6, but through MRI studies re-
searchers now know that changes in the brain structure continue to occur late in 
child development. The prefrontal cortex has a growth spurt just before puberty 
and then prunes back in adolescence. This part of the brain is responsible for 
reasoning, controlling impulses, and making judgments. The growth and prun-
ing is a very important stage of brain development, so when this second wave 
is happening teen’s activities can affect how their brain responds for the rest of 
their lives.

Researchers have found waves of growth and change in other parts of the 
brain as well, including the corpus callosum and the cerebellum. The corpus cal-
losum influences language learning, and the cerebellum helps physical coordina-
tion and is also used to process mental tasks and higher thought such as math, 
philosophy, decision-making, etc. This recent research has confirmed what sci-
entists have known for many years . . . that different parts of the brain mature 
at different times. However, the brain is much more changeable than previously 
thought, with structural changes taking place into adolescence and beyond. 
Knowing more about the brain’s structure is only one piece of the puzzle. Much 
more research is needed to draw conclusions about how the brain structure and 
function directly cause behavior.

Knowing more about the brain and how it influences behavior will have a 
major impact on how children and teenagers are raised and educated. For ex-
ample, one of the researchers, Giedd believed that the growth and pruning can 
happen at a time of brain development when the actions of teenagers can affect 
them the rest of their lives, his “use it or lose it principle.” This is the time when 
music or academic development could be “hardwired.” This theory puts more 
emphasis on parents to make sure their teens have the right focus and guidance. 
Most parents already believe in a basic approach to raising and educating their 
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children, but this research could lead to a very specific timetable and a 
do and don’t guide to child development, making sure that their child 
is exposed to the appropriate factors at the right time. (It is also impor-
tant to note that scientists have been able to confirm that some brain 
characteristics are genetic, and others are affected by environmental 
factors.)

MRI technology has enabled researchers to learn much more 
about the brain’s growth and development. Confirming that different 
parts of the brain mature at different times and that the brain has 
structural changes through adolescence is very important, but there 
is a great deal more research that needs to be done to learn about how 
brain structure and function relate to behavior. 

Informative/Research: MRI

Eleventh grade essay adapted from www.corestandards.org/
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 This essay was produced for an on-demand assessment. Students were told to write about a character 
in a work of literature whose pride or selfishness creates problems. The abbreviated time frame of the assess-
ment situation (and the consequent lack of opportunity to revise) explains the absence of information and 

quotations from researched sources and perhaps the occasional spelling errors as well.

Informative/Literary Essay: ANIMAL FARM

Tenth grade essay adapted from www.ode.state.or.us

Provide 
background

via a succinct
summary 

of the plot.

Identify the 
narrow topic.

In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, there is one very particu-
lar character whose pride and selfishness creates problems. This character 
had just merely good ideas in the beginning. However, as time went on, his 
true self-interest began to shine through. This character started a free repub-
lic of animals and turned it into a plantation that used animals as slaves. He 
never did have enough and always wanted more, regardless of the price that 
others had to pay.  This character whose pride and selfishness creates prob-
lems, is none other than the great leader of Animal Farm himself, comrade 
Napoleon, the pig.

Comrade Napoleon is a powerful authority on Animal Farm. In fact he is the leader 
of Animal Farm and a high strung leader at that. After Old Major died, Napoleon lived 
upon Old Major’s ideas. Napoleon lead all the animals to rebellion so that Manor Farm 
ceized to exist, and Animal Farm was born. In the first year, he even worked the fields 
and helped bring in their biggest harvest ever. Little did the animals know, but he would 
soon change. Eventually the animals started receiving less food because Napoleon needed 
more food to power his “large” brain. Later, he goes and runs off his successor, Snowball, 
so he can have the whole farm to himself. Then he stopped working the fields. He started 
taking young animals and selling them or using them for his own use. He stopped sleeping 
in the hay and slept in the farm house instead. Finally, he took away half the grain fields 
so he could plant barely to make himself beer. This Napoleon was a power hungry, selfish 
individual for sure.

Being power hungry, always causes problems, and boy did Napoleon cause prob-
lems. The animals had received so little food that many were starving, you could see their 
bones, and some even died of starvation. Napoleon‘s lack of work meant the animals had 
to work harder, and it wasn‘t easy on an empty stomach. Many animals would break their 
legs or hoofs but would continue to work. The lack of new workers due to Napoleon‘s sell-
ing them off, meant that nobody could retire, and one old animal even died in the fields. 
Snowball was a great teacher for the animals, and now that he was gone, they lacked 
education. Then with finally only half of the fields being productive for food, the animals 
starved even more and worked harder to make beer that they never saw. Not to mention 
that they had to sleep on a dirt floor while the lazy Napoleon slept in his nice comfortable 
bed. His selfishness had definately created problems. 
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Identify the 
end result.

Restate the
main point.

Review
key points.

Restate the
main point.

  

Napoleon‘s experience had changed the farm drastically. He thought things were 
getting better while the animals knew they were only getting worse. After the rebel-
lion, many humans disliked Animal Farm and the animals disliked humans. Napo-
leon‘s selfish ways were much like those of a farmer. So eventually as Napoleon became 
more “human,” the town‘s people began to like him. Napoleon could care less about his 
animals, just so long as he was on good terms with the humans. By the novel‘s end, 
Napoleon is great friends with every human in town. However, his animal slaves are 
no longer happy as they once were. They still hate humans which means now, they 
hate Napoleon. So due to Napoleon‘s pride, the story has changed its ways from start to 
finish. He has turned friends into foe and foe into friends, but at great cost.

In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, Comrade Napoleon is 
a character whose pride and selfishness creates problems.  The starving 
animals have suffered greatly because of their leader‘s pride. On the other 
hand, Napoleon has gained great success through his selfishness.  Unfor-
tunately, that’s just the way it is. You can’t have pride without problems. 
Even if they are little problems, it’s still due to pride. Now, if Napoleon 
had pride in his farm rather than in himself, well then maybe the humans 
would’ve hated him, but he’d still has his true friends on four legs. How-
ever, he chose to follow a different path and he burned those bridges along 
the way.  So for now, Comrade Napoleon’s pride and selfishness has created 
problems for the animals,  but someday, it will create problems for himself.

Offer a prediction.
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 This essay was produced for an on-demand assessment. Students were told to write about a character 
in a work of literature whose pride or selfishness creates problems. The abbreviated time frame of the assess-
ment situation (and the consequent lack of opportunity to revise) explains the absence of information and 

quotations from researched sources and perhaps the occasional spelling errors as well.

Informative/Literary Essay: ANIMAL FARM

In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, there is one very particu-
lar character whose pride and selfishness creates problems. This character 
had just merely good ideas in the beginning. However, as time went on, his 
true self-interest began to shine through. This character started a free repub-
lic of animals and turned it into a plantation that used animals as slaves. He 
never did have enough and always wanted more, regardless of the price that 
others had to pay. This character whose pride and selfishness creates prob-
lems, is none other than the great leader of Animal Farm himself, comrade 
Napolean [Napoleon], the pig.

Comrade Napolean is a powerful authority on Animal Farm. In fact he is 
the leader of Animal Farm and a high strung leader at that. After Old Major 
died, Napolean lived upon Old Major’s ideas. Napolean lead all the animals to 
rebellion so that Manor Farm ceized to exist, and Animal Farm was born. In 
the first year, he even worked the fields and helped bring in their biggest har-
vest ever. Little did the animals know, but he would soon change. Eventually 
the animals started receiving less food because Napolean needed more food to 
power his “large” brain. Later, he goes and runs off his successor, Snowball, so 
he can have the whole farm to himself. Then he stopped working the fields. He 
started taking young animals and selling them or using them for his own use. 
He stopped sleeping in the hay and slept in the farm house instead. Finally, he 
took away half the grain fields so he could plant barely to make himself beer. 
This Napolean was a power hungry, selfish individual for sure.

Being power hungry, always causes problems, and boy did Napolean 
cause problems. The animals had received so little food that many were starv-
ing, you could see their bones, and some even died of starvation. Nopoleans‘s 
lack of work meant the animals had to work harder, and it wasn‘t easy on 
an empty stomach. Many animals would break their legs or hoofs but would 
continue to work. The lack of new workers due to Napolean‘s selling them off, 
meant that nobody could retire, and one old animal even died in the fields. 
Snowball was a great teacher for the animals, and now that he was gone, they 
lacked education. Then with finally only half of the fields being productive for 
food, the animals starved even more and worked harder to make beer that 

Tenth grade essay adapted from www.ode.state.or.us
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they never saw. Not to mention that they had to sleep on a dirt floor while 
the lazy Napolean slept in his nice comfortable bed. His selfishness had def-
finately created problems. 

Napolean‘s experience had changed the farm drastically. He thought 
things were getting better while the animals knew they were only getting 
worse. After the rebellion, many humans disliked Animal Farm and the 
animals disliked humans. Nopoleans‘s selfish ways were much like those 
of a farmer. So eventually as Napolean became more “human,” the town‘s 
people began to like him. Napolean could care less about his animals, just 
so long as he was on good terms with the humans. By the novel‘s end, 
Napolean is great friends with every human in town. However, his animal 
slaves are no longer happy as they once were. They still hate humans which 
means now, they hate Napolean. So due to Napolean‘s pride, the story has 
changed its ways from start to finish. He has turned friends into foe and foe 
into friends, but at great cost.

In the novel, Animal Farm, by George Orwell, Comrade Napoleon is 
a character whose pride and selfishness creates problems. The starving 
animals have suffered greatly because of their leader‘s pride. On the other 
hand, Napoleon has gained great success through his selfishness. Unfor-
tunately, that’s just the way it is. You can’t have pride without problems. 
Even if they are little problems, it’s still due to pride. Now, if Napoleon 
had pride in his farm rather than in himself, well then maybe the humans 
would’ve hated him, but he’d still has his true friends on four legs. How-
ever, he chose to follow a different path and he burned those bridges along 
the way. So for now, Comrade Napoleon’s pride and selfishness has created 
problems for the animals, but someday, it will create problems for himself.

Informative/Literary Essay: ANIMAL FARM

Tenth grade essay adapted from www.ode.state.or.us
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The essay that follows was written in response to this assignment: “Reflection Topic #3: Pride and Acceptance. Wright struggles to find his 
‘place‘ in society. He refuses to forgo his morality and beliefs to conform to the status quo. Examine Wright‘s pride. Find examples in the 

text that demonstrate the influence pride has on Wright‘s actions. How does his pride influence his decisions? Is pride a positive or nega-
tive influence in Wright‘s life? How does Wright‘s pride affect how his family members treat him?” Students had one week to complete 

this assignment. The maximum length allowed was three pages.

Informative/Literary Essay:
MARCHING TO HIS OWN BEAT

Eleventh grade essay adapted from www.ode.state.or.us

Provide 
background

via a succinct
summary 

of the plot.

Pride is often criticized by society and habitually seen as a negative 
characteristic evoking such connotations as conceit, egotism, arrogance, and 
hubris.  In Richard Wright‘s struggle to find his “place” in society in Black 
Boy, pride has both negative and positive connotations.  Despite the negative 
consequences, pride allows Wright to maintain his moral compass, oppose 
conformity, and pursue his passion of writing, thus demonstrating pride‘s 
positive influence on Wright‘s life.

Wright‘s pride prompts him to make principled decisions and carry out actions 
that illustrate his morality and inherent beliefs. Wright refuses to neglect his values 
and chooses right over wrong even when he recognizes that failure to adhere to what is 
expected of him will ultimately result in negative and often violent consequences. When 
he receives the title of valedictorian and refuses to read the speech prepared for him by 
his principal, choosing instead to present his own speech in spite of the threat of being 
held back, Wright‘s pride is demonstrated. Although he comprehends the consequences 
and the gravity of his decision, Wright refuses to compromise his beliefs: “I know that I‘m 
not educated, professor. . . But the people are coming to hear the students, and I won‘t 
make a speech that you‘ve written” (174). Though urged by his family members and his 
classmates to avoid conflict and to comply with the principal‘s demand, Wright refuses 
because he does not believe it is the morally correct thing to do. Even though his pride is 
negatively perceived by his peers and relatives as the source of defiance, they fail to real-
ize that his pride is a positive factor that gives him the self confidence to believe in him-
self and his decisions. Wright‘s refusal to acquiesce to his family‘s ardent religious values 
is another illustration of his pride. Wright is urged by his family and friends to believe 
in God and partake in their daily religious routines; however, he is undecided about his 
belief in God and refuses to participate in practicing his family‘s religion because “[His] 
faith, such as it was, was welded to the common realities of life, anchored in the sensa-
tions of [his] body and what [his] mind could grasp, and nothing could ever shake this 
faith, and surely not [his] fear of an invisible power” (115). He cannot put his confidence 
into something unseen and remains unwavering in his belief. Pride allows Wright to flee 
from the oppressive boundaries of expectations and to escape to the literary world.

Wright‘s thirst and desire to learn is prompted by his pride and allows him to excel 
in school and pursue his dreams of becoming a writer. The reader observes Wright‘s pride 
in his writing when he wrote his first story. Pleased with his work, he “decided to read it 
to a young woman who lived next door. . . [He] looked at her in a cocky manner that said:. 

Introduce key
words/concept.

Identify the narrow topic.
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Informative/Literary Essay: MARCHING TO HIS OWN BEAT

Eleventh grade essay adapted from www.ode.state.or.us

Identify
the end result

or outcome.

Restate 
key points.

Offer an added benefit and broader perspective.

. . I write stuff like this all the time. It‘s easy” (120–121). This attitude of satisfaction 
permits Wright to continue to push himself to improve and pursue his craft. Pride 
eventually leads Wright to submit his work to the local newspaper; his obvious pride 
in his work is clearly portrayed when he impatiently tells the newspaper editor, “But 
I want you to read it now” (165) and asks for his composition book back when he does 
not immediately show interest in his story. Pride in his academic achievements moti-
vates him to excel in his studies; after Wright advanced to sixth grade in two weeks, 
he was elated and thrilled at his astonishing accomplishment: “Overjoyed, I ran home 
and babbled the news. . . I had leaped a grade in two weeks, anything seemed possible, 
simple, easy” (125).  Wright‘s pride in his intelligence and studies allows him to breeze 
through school: “I burned at my studies. . . I read my civics and English and geogra-
phy volumes through and only referred to them in class. I solved all my mathemati-
cal problems far in advance” (133). Pride provides him with the self-confidence and 
contentment that his family and society fail to give him. It removes Wright from both 
the black culture and the white culture and moves him rather to the “art culture”, in 
which Wright can achieve higher than what is anticipated of him.

Wright‘s ability to oppose conformity and forego the status quo also stems from 
his pride. Pride propels him to assert himself even if it defies what is expected of him 
as a black individual. Upon telling one of his old employers, a white woman, that he 
wants to be a writer, she indecorously scoffs at him and makes an impudent remark 
“You‘ll never be a writer. . . Who on earth put such ideas into your. . . head?” (147). 
This remark causes him to almost immediately quit his job; Wright remarks, “The 
woman had assaulted my ego; she had assumed that she knew my place in life. . .what 
I ought to be, and I resented it with all my heart” (147). Wright‘s refusal to simply go 
along with what is expected of him, thoroughly disappoints and aggravates his family 
and society, yet his pride has a positive influence on his life; pride allows Wright to not 
only remove himself from the boundaries of the black vs. white society and the insidi-
ous effect of racism but it also sets Wright free from the constraints of acceptance. 
Pride ultimately frees Wright to pursue his passion and identify himself not as a black 
or white person but rather as a “writer”.

In Wright‘s struggle to overcome the overwhelming expectations he 
is faced with by society, pride puts him at odds with his family and soci-
ety but ultimately serves as a positive influence, allowing him to with-
stand conformity and escape the status quo.  This attitude allows Wright 
to maintain his moral compass, believe in his self worth, and pursue his 
passion. Pride is more than pure arrogance and haughtiness.  To Wright, 
pride is something far greater: pride is the characteristic that gives him the 
strength to march to his own beat; to the beat of the literary world.
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The essay that follows was written in response to this assignment: “Reflection Topic #3: Pride and Acceptance. Wright struggles to find his 
‘place‘ in society. He refuses to forgo his morality and beliefs to conform to the status quo. Examine Wright‘s pride. Find examples in the 

text that demonstrate the influence pride has on Wright‘s actions. How does his pride influence his decisions? Is pride a positive or nega-
tive influence in Wright‘s life? How does Wright‘s pride affect how his family members treat him?” Students had one week to complete 

this assignment. The maximum length allowed was three pages.

Informative/Literary Essay:
MARCHING TO HIS OWN BEAT

Pride is often criticized by society and habitually seen as a negative characteristic evok-
ing such connotations as conceit, egotism, arrogance, and hubris. In Richard Wright‘s struggle 
to find his “place” in society in Black Boy, pride has both negative and positive connotations. 
Despite the negative consequences, pride allows Wright to maintain his moral compass, oppose 
conformity, and pursue his passion of writing, thus demonstrating pride‘s positive influence on 
Wright‘s life.

Wright‘s pride prompts him to make principled decisions and carry out actions that il-
lustrate his morality and inherent beliefs. Wright refuses to neglect his values and chooses 
right over wrong even when he recognizes that failure to adhere to what is expected of him will 
ultimately result in negative and often violent consequences. When he receives the title of vale-
dictorian and refuses to read the speech prepared for him by his principal, choosing instead to 
present his own speech in spite of the threat of being held back, Wright‘s pride is demonstrated. 
Although he comprehends the consequences and the gravity of his decision, Wright refuses to 
compromise his beliefs: “I know that I‘m not educated, professor. . . But the people are coming 
to hear the students, and I won‘t make a speech that you‘ve written” (174). Though urged by his 
family members and his classmates to avoid conflict and to comply with the principal‘s demand, 
Wright refuses because he does not believe it is the morally correct thing to do. Even though 
his pride is negatively perceived by his peers and relatives as the source of defiance, they fail to 
realize that his pride is a positive factor that gives him the self confidence to believe in himself 
and his decisions. Wright‘s refusal to acquiesce to his family‘s ardent religious values is another 
illustration of his pride. Wright is urged by his family and friends to believe in God and partake 
in their daily religious routines; however, he is undecided about his belief in God and refuses to 
participate in practicing his family‘s religion because “[His] faith, such as it was, was welded to 
the common realities of life, anchored in the sensations of [his] body and what [his] mind could 
grasp, and nothing could ever shake this faith, and surely not [his] fear of an invisible power” 
(115). He cannot put his confidence into something unseen and remains unwavering in his be-
lief. Pride allows Wright to flee from the oppressive boundaries of expectations and to escape to 
the literary world.

Wright‘s thirst and desire to learn is prompted by his pride and allows him to excel in 
school and pursue his dreams of becoming a writer. The reader observes Wright‘s pride in his 

Eleventh grade essay adapted from www.ode.state.or.us
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Informative/Literary Essay: MARCHING TO HIS OWN BEAT

writing when he wrote his first story. Pleased with his work, he “decided to read it to a young 
woman who lived next door. . . [He] looked at her in a cocky manner that said:. . . I write stuff 
like this all the time. It‘s easy” (120–121). This attitude of satisfaction permits Wright to con-
tinue to push himself to improve and pursue his craft. Pride eventually leads Wright to submit 
his work to the local newspaper; his obvious pride in his work is clearly portrayed when he impa-
tiently tells the newspaper editor, “But I want you to read it now” (165) and asks for his composi-
tion book back when he does not immediately show interest in his story. Pride in his academic 
achievements motivates him to excel in his studies; after Wright advanced to sixth grade in two 
weeks, he was elated and thrilled at his astonishing accomplishment: “Overjoyed, I ran home 
and babbled the news. . . I had leaped a grade in two weeks, anything seemed possible, simple, 
easy” (125).  Wright‘s pride in his intelligence and studies allows him to breeze through school: “I 
burned at my studies. . . I read my civics and English and geography volumes through and only 
referred to them in class. I solved all my mathematical problems far in advance” (133). Pride pro-
vides him with the self-confidence and contentment that his family and society fail to give him. It 
removes Wright from both the black culture and the white culture and moves him rather to the 
“art culture”, in which Wright can achieve higher than what is anticipated of him.

Wright‘s ability to oppose conformity and forego the status quo also stems from his pride. 
Pride propels him to assert himself even if it defies what is expected of him as a black individual. 
Upon telling one of his old employers, a white woman, that he wants to be a writer, she indeco-
rously scoffs at him and makes an impudent remark “You‘ll never be a writer. . . Who on earth 
put such ideas into your. . . head?” (147). This remark causes him to almost immediately quit 
his job; Wright remarks, “The woman had assaulted my ego; she had assumed that she knew my 
place in life. . .what I ought to be, and I resented it with all my heart” (147). Wright‘s refusal to 
simply go along with what is expected of him, thoroughly disappoints and aggravates his family 
and society, yet his pride has a positive influence on his life; pride allows Wright to not only re-
move himself from the boundaries of the black vs. white society and the insidious effect of racism 
but it also sets Wright free from the constraints of acceptance. Pride ultimately frees Wright to 
pursue his passion and identify himself not as a black or white person but rather as a “writer”.

In Wright‘s struggle to overcome the overwhelming expectations he is faced with by society, 
pride puts him at odds with his family and society but ultimately serves as a positive influence, 
allowing him to withstand conformity and escape the status quo. This attitude allows Wright to 
maintain his moral compass, believe in his self worth, and pursue his passion. Pride is more than 
pure arrogance and haughtiness. To Wright, pride is something far greater: pride is the charac-
teristic that gives him the strength to march to his own beat; to the beat of the literary world.

Eleventh grade essay adapted from www.ode.state.or.us
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Informative/Analysis: McVALUES

Twelfth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com

Looking at this ad, who would guess that those golden arches bring 
home approximately fourteen billion dollars a year customers worldwide? 
Who would guess that McDonald’s is the world’s leading food organiza-
tion and employs over 28,000 workers in 120 different countries?  The ad 
is, in fact, an image of a completely different nature. It is a calm, nostal-
gic looking ad; nothing in the peaceful summer scene hints that McDon-
ald’s has or ever will represent anything other than quality family living.

The characters in the ad are strategically positioned to inspire within the 
viewer, feelings of fun and familiarity. The picture located at the center of the page, 
depicts an older woman with a little girl—perhaps her granddaughter—beside her. 
The two are lying on their stomachs, propped up by elbows in the sand. Neither 
looks up as the camera clicks, catching them at play. The little girl giggles as her 
tiger toy leaps over the walls of her castle made of sand. Her grandmother looks on 
with a knowing smile, perhaps remembering the days when she used to play such 
innocent games. The sun shines down on their backs and speckles the older woman’s 
face through her woven sunhat. Behind, their legs are crossed at the ankles in care-
free swing—the girl in imitation of her clearly admirable grandmother. They have 
obviously been to this beach before, and are having the time of their lives.

As with the characters, the placement of the props in the ad is very signifi-
cant. The slightly unfocused images of the beach gear on their right are clearly 
placed as a backdrop, almost as a side note—not directly related to the McDonald’s 
message about family values, but still essential. The responsible grandmother 
planned ahead and brought along all they might need for a day on the beach, but 
does not need to broadcast it to the viewer. In the far corner, an umbrella stands 
shading their picnic blanket; beside the grandmother’s arm is a pair of sunglasses, 
and upon her head rests a hat to protect her from the sun. Oh, and what’s that 
in the corner? Ah yes, the McDonald’s Happy Meal they picked up on their way. 
Cheeseburgers with french-fries is far from the healthiest picnic Grandma could 
have brought for her granddaughter, but what does that matter? They’re spending 
time together.

The summer scene in black and white instantly creates a feeling of nostalgia. 
It is a time warp of sorts, to the safety of the1950s when family values were still a 
part of American society. It jumps back to simpler days when children did as they 
were told and a day on the beach with family was an acceptable way to spend the 
weekend—the “good old days” when all was well with the world.

The busy parents of today can be assured that McDonald’s is just as whole-
some and just as capable of creating memories as their mothers’ picnics were in the 
1950s. The first line of print below the picture reads, “Some connections never seem 
to fade.” The statement refers to the family connection that existed for the parents 
of today when they were young. The message makes it very clear that the dwindling 
respect for quality family values is kept alive with McDonald’s.

Provide
background
information

and a
descriptive

scene. 

Identify the
narrow topic.
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Informative/Analysis: McVALUES

Twelfth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com

In stark contrast to the quiet shades of gray and the general feeling of 
calm in the photo, the McDonald’s logo stands out sharply in the lower corner. 
Being the only colored object in the ad, the ketchup and mustard “M” is impos-
sible to miss. There can be no confusion over whose product is being sold.

The few sentences about, and the image of, Pooh corner appeals to the 
whole family—the parents and their Pooh-loving kids. Above the logo and the 
scene of contentment, the page is blank except for one sentence: “Suddenly the 
house on Pooh corner doesn’t seem so far away.” This statement, coupled with 
the image of the girl recreating Pooh’s world on the beach, emphasizes the idea 
that McDonald’s makes dreams come alive. The ad states that Pooh corner 
doesn’t seem so far away, and right below it is their proof—a little girl playing 
in “Pooh corner”

In the lower right corner, below the hideously-bold, trademark “M”, the 
ad makes yet another pitch. In this modern world of work and stress, McDon-
ald’s kindly asks everyone to “smile.” In that one, simple word, so much more 
is implied. “Slow down, take a break, we’re here to help, be happy, come to 
McDonald’s, we understand.”

The entire ad is an attempt to appeal to the parental ideal. 
Connecting McDonald’s food with an image of family fun provides 
an “equal” alternative for busy parents who don’t have room in their 
lives for quality time with their families.  McDonald’s is the world’s 
largest and fastest growing food chain. It brings in billions of dollars 
a year, has thousands of stockholders and represents one of the big-
gest food monopolies in the world, but none of that matters in the ad. 
Life can be good, and it can be bought at McDonald’s.

Restate the thesis
or main point. 

Review key ideas. 

Identify the 
current status.

Offer a witty 
perspective.
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Informative/Analysis: McVALUES
Looking at this ad, who would guess that those golden arches bring 

home approximately fourteen billion dollars a year customers worldwide? 
Who would guess that McDonald’s is the world’s leading food organization 
and employs over 28,000 workers in 120 different countries? The ad is, in 
fact, an image of a completely different nature. It is a calm, nostalgic looking 
ad; nothing in the peaceful summer scene hints that McDonald’s has or ever 
will represent anything other than quality family living.

The characters in the ad are strategically positioned to inspire within 
the viewer, feelings of fun and familiarity. The picture located at the center of 
the page, depicts an older woman with a little girl—perhaps her granddaugh-
ter—beside her. The two are lying on their stomachs, propped up by elbows in 
the sand. Neither looks up as the camera clicks, catching them at play. The 
little girl giggles as her tiger toy leaps over the walls of her castle made of 
sand. Her grandmother looks on with a knowing smile, perhaps remembering 
the days when she used to play such innocent games. The sun shines down 
on their backs and speckles the older woman’s face through her woven sun-
hat. Behind, their legs are crossed at the ankles in carefree swing—the girl in 
imitation of her clearly admirable grandmother. They have obviously been to 
this beach before, and are having the time of their lives.

As with the characters, the placement of the props in the ad is very 
significant. The slightly unfocused images of the beach gear on their right are 
clearly placed as a backdrop, almost as a side note—not directly related to 
the McDonald’s message about family values, but still essential. The respon-
sible grandmother planned ahead and brought along all they might need for 
a day on the beach, but does not need to broadcast it to the viewer. In the far 
corner, an umbrella stands shading their picnic blanket; beside the grand-
mother’s arm is a pair of sunglasses, and upon her head rests a hat to protect 
her from the sun. Oh, and what’s that in the corner? Ah yes, the McDonald’s 
Happy Meal they picked up on their way. Cheeseburgers with french-fries 
is far from the healthiest picnic Grandma could have brought for her grand-
daughter, but what does that matter? They’re spending time together.

The summer scene in black and white instantly creates a feeling of 
nostalgia. It is a time warp of sorts, to the safety of the1950s when family val-
ues were still a part of American society. It jumps back to simpler days when 
children did as they were told and a day on the beach with family was an 
acceptable way to spend the weekend—the “good old days” when all was well 
with the world.

Twelfth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com
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Informative/Analysis: McVALUES
The busy parents of today can be assured that McDonald’s is just as 

wholesome and just as capable of creating memories as their mothers’ picnics 
were in the 1950s. The first line of print below the picture reads, “Some con-
nections never seem to fade.” The statement refers to the family connection 
that existed for the parents of today when they were young. The message 
makes it very clear that the dwindling respect for quality family values is 
kept alive with McDonald’s.

In stark contrast to the quiet shades of gray and the general feeling of 
calm in the photo, the McDonald’s logo stands out sharply in the lower cor-
ner. Being the only colored object in the ad, the ketchup and mustard “M” is 
impossible to miss. There can be no confusion over whose product is being 
sold.

The few sentences about, and the image of, Pooh corner appeals to the 
whole family—the parents and their Pooh-loving kids. Above the logo and the 
scene of contentment, the page is blank except for one sentence: “Suddenly 
the house on Pooh corner doesn’t seem so far away.” This statement, coupled 
with the image of the girl recreating Pooh’s world on the beach, emphasizes 
the idea that McDonald’s makes dreams come alive. The ad states that Pooh 
corner doesn’t seem so far away, and right below it is their proof—a little girl 
playing in “Pooh corner”

In the lower right corner, below the hideously-bold, trademark “M”, the 
ad makes yet another pitch. In this modern world of work and stress, McDon-
ald’s kindly asks everyone to “smile.” In that one, simple word, so much more 
is implied. “Slow down, take a break, we’re here to help, be happy, come to 
McDonald’s, we understand.”

The entire ad is an attempt to appeal to the parental ideal. Connecting 
McDonald’s food with an image of family fun provides an “equal” alternative 
for busy parents who don’t have room in their lives for quality time with their 
families. McDonald’s is the world’s largest and fastest growing food chain. It 
brings in billions of dollars a year, has thousands of stockholders and repre-
sents one of the biggest food monopolies in the world, but none of that mat-
ters in the ad. Life can be good, and it can be bought at McDonald’s.

Informative/Analysis: McVALUES

Twelfth grade essay adapted from www.achievethecore.com


