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Section 11: Teaching Word Choice
Mini-Lesson #3 — Eliminate dead/retired verbs

Get outta here!

He GOT UP at seven.				  

He GOT his own breakfast.				  

He GOT cereal on his shirt. 				  

He GOT a towel from the sink.			 

Then he GOT  his backpack.			 

He hurried to GET DONE with his homework.	

He GOT his coat and GOT to the bus stop just in time.

Weak
verb choice

Precise
verb choice

awoke

fixed, prepared, cooked

spilled, poured, dribbled

grabbed

retrieved

finish, complete

donned… arrived

Replace each “get” verb with a stronger action verb WITHOUT using a thesaurus. 
 CHALLENGE: Avoid repeating any verbs.
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