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	Analyzing the third presidential debate

	Focus on Issues
	Re: killing of Libyan ambassador & 3 Americans—Romney didn’t blame Obama. 
1st 2 debates both had done a lot of blaming.

Romney changed topics—talked about Al-Qaeda taking over Mali.
	Supposed to focus on foreign policy—did go into some domestic issues.

“differences…on foreign policy rest more on tone, style, and their sense of leadership.”

Aligned on issues like withdrawal from Afghanistan, dangers of Syria, use of drones to fight terrorists.

It sounds like they both agree on a lot of the issues.
	Simplified issues to: peace in the Middle East, nuclear threat, and terrorism.

Made it sound like the candidates chose to make the issues sound easy.

Did not address issues involving Mexico and Latin America, trade, immigration, and drug policies.

No discussion of the potential leak from the Canadian pipeline.

No mention of Africa.

Candidates may have avoided issues that they didn’t have answers for.

	Overall Tone of the Debate
	“…set…by demeanor of candidates…who both appeared to be extremely calm.”

Obama—more assertive

He must have been trying to make a statement—show he’s in charge.

Romney didn’t argue—except once on domestic issue.

Two families spent “the most time ever” together after the debate.
Seems like it was more friendly.
	“bristling exchange”

They were both trying to make the other guy look like an “unreliable commander in chief in a dangerous era.”

They both want to make the other one look bad rather than saying what they would do about the issues. Mud slinging.

“enmity between the men surfaced again and again”

“lacerating his challenger”

“chopping the air…host of zingers”

Obama sounds aggressive.

“Romney sat stiffly, his hands before him, his back ramrod straight.”

This makes it sound like it wasn’t friendly at all. The tone sounds stiff and veiled.
	Candidates avoided important issues.

This sounds like the candidates were negligent or not prepared.

The writer sounded angry that they didn’t talk about everything they should have.

“…most significant moment…came when Mitt Romney said, ‘We can’t kill our way out of this.’”

So he was insinuating that Obama had Osama Bin Laden killed but that won’t work on every issue.
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