
Excerpts from Writing to Persuade, Karen Caine

Maintain an objective tone & proper format
Apply a formal style

VOICE

Present both sides
Identify strengths & weaknesses of each

Argumentative
Essentials 

IDEAS
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Study sides of an issue
Align with one side & formulate an argument

Conclude the argument
Don’t repeat; Remind readers what’s at stake

ORGANIZATION

Develop logical reasons
Support your side with sufficient proofIDEAS

Apply a formal style
VOICE

Connect ideas logically
Transition between key points intentionally

ORGANIZATION

IDEAS

Establish and maintain an objective tone

Motor vehicle crashes are the number one cause of death 
for teens. It’s time for a change. 

During summer vacation we get more exercise, read, sleep, 
swim, hang out with friends, and just enjoy our down time. 
The truth is not just that we want this time, we need this 
time. We are only human, something I think our parents 
may forget sometimes. We need a break from school.

Organize key points 
Order your reasons to end with your best

ORGANIZATION

Persuasive
Essentials 

IDEAS

End with what you want
Tell readers what you expect them to do

Employ exact words
WORD CHOICE

Express your attitude
Reveal your feelings & point of view

Select precise words to convince the reader
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VOICE

Identify topic & position
Explain what you want or what you believe

ORGANIZATION

List many good reasons
Provide solid support for why you are right IDEAS

Introduce an idea (sentence 1) and punctuate it with a short, declarative statement (sentence 2). 

Explain an idea (sentence 1) and follow it with a short voice-filled sentence (sentence 2). 

SENTENCE LENGTH IMPACTS THE MESSAGE


