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NEW, innovative STRATEGIES EVERY YEAR!



A 
full-time literacy 
consultant, Kristina has 
built a reputation for using 

enthusiasm, humor, and common 
sense to equip K-12 educators with 
practical, demystifying strategies 
for teaching reading and writing. 

As president and lead 
consultant for Smekens Education, 
Kristina is constantly developing 
new strategies to help teachers 
meet the demands of today’s 
College and Career-Ready 
Standards. She shares those 
strategies with teachers across the 
United States and beyond through 
on-site professional development, 
regional seminars, and an always-
growing pool of print, digital, and 
video resources.

Kristina has a gift for making 
the complex seem simple— for 
showing teachers how to meet 
the needs of readers and writers 
by bridging the gap between 
education research and classroom-
tested strategies that work. Well 
known for offering innovative ideas, 
Kristina has created more than 50 
“Smekens Originals,” a compilation 
of books, guides, and classroom 
tools designed to help teachers 
implement best-practice literacy 
strategies. Among the most popular 
of these resources are her best-
selling books, Launching the Writer’s 
Workshop: Grades K-2 and Launching 
the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3-12. 

Set aside time to relax & recharge!
Preparing for each year’s Literacy Retreat always gets me fired up! I love the 

process—from choosing the six new session topics to researching and developing 
standards-based strategies for different grade levels. It energizes me!

During the two days of the Retreat, I will present six unique sessions that will be 
packed full of strategies and resources to help you build successful readers and writers.

Whether you teach second graders or seniors, the content focuses on topics that 
are relevant and, as always, rooted in the standards and expectations for College & 
Career Readiness.

For each session, I take special care to demonstrate how to adapt all ideas to fit 
differing grade levels and subjects. I want to make sure you leave with ideas you can 
use with your students.

To top off the experience, we’ve selected destinations to help you relax and 
recharge. Each of our three venues offers an inviting 
atmosphere to enhance your Retreat experience.

Which location is calling to you? Pull out your 
calendar and sign up today! I can’t wait to see you 
in June!

Kristina Smekens
President & Lead Consultant
Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

Meet the presenter
Kristina Smekens!

you’ve got something down,“Just when you think

Kristina raises the bar and

shows you how to dig deeper

into your instruction! ”

Jennifer Renfro
teacher at Parkview Middle 
School, Jeffersonville, IN



www.SmekensEducation.com  •  (888) 376-0448

What to expect
at this 2-day

Getaway

Teachers always look forward to browsing the wide selection of professional books, 
picture books, and other resources available on site from The Literacy Store. Again 
this year, Retreat attendees will enjoy a 15% discount on all in-stock titles.  For an 
advance look at what The Literacy Store has to offer, visit www.TheLiteracyStore.com.

We like to keep our prizes and giveaways a secret until the “big 
reveal,” but we’ll tell you this much: every attendee will go home with 
at least one free book and ideas for how to use it!

on-site bookstore!

free books!

During the Literacy Retreat, no session is 
complete without everyone getting a prize! (Who 
doesn’t love free gifts with an instructional purpose?)

Prizes for  
all Attendees!

“Th
is Retreat was a fabulous

combination of new learning,

abundant FREE resources, 

and fun!”
Mona Romine
Library media specialist at Woodford 
County High School, Versailles, KY

Each June, during the Literacy Retreat, Kristina Smekens rolls out 
her newest strategies for building successful readers and writers 
in grades 2-12. Educators have been attending the Literacy 
Retreat faithfully for over a decade—coming back each year 
to learn the latest in best-practice, standards-based literacy 
instruction.

There’s nothing boring about the Literacy Retreat! 
Kristina Smekens will cultivate two days of enthusiasm 
by bringing life (and even some laughs)  
to her research-based literacy strategies.

Retreat participants receive a beautifully 
designed, full-color binder packed with ready-
to-use strategies, blackline masters, and other 
resources. 

Beyond the binder, attendees are also given 
lifetime access to the Retreat’s “secret 
website.”  This password-protected area of 
the Smekens website features additional 
resources to accompany each session, 
including videos, PowerPoint and 
SmartBoard documents, web links, 
and more. 

High-Energy Sessions

Amazing Materials

Digital Resources

Innovative  Ideas



In an era when we are 
inundated with information, 
it’s essential that students 
know how to read multiple 
sources and conduct informal 
research in order to infer new 
insights. After highlighting the 
synthesis process that occurs in 
your everyday life, this session 
provides strategies students 
need to execute this task on 
standardized tests.

LEARN HOW TO:

n Differentiate between 
summarizing and 
synthesizing, as defined by 
standardized tests.

n Decode the after-reading 
writing prompt in order to 
establish a reading purpose.

n Organize and combine 
information pulled from 
multiple sources. 

n Develop a writing unit 
based on the essential 
lessons that build students’ 
synthesis skills.

When students are offered 
productive feedback 
throughout the writing process, 
writers grow faster and grading 
becomes more efficient. While 
this session doesn’t promise 
to make assessment easy, it 
will equip teachers with the 
tools to provide support that 
is prompt, purposeful, precise, 
and personal. 

LEARN HOW TO:

n Provide immediate 
feedback without extensive 
and excessive responses.

n Utilize writer conferences 
and writing rubrics to provide 
meaningful feedback.

n Incorporate both 
formative and summative 
assessments into the writing 
curriculum.

n Shift your instructional 
focus from grading writing to 
growing writers.

1Session

Synthesize 
information 
from several 
sources

Provide writers 
with prompt & 
purposeful
feedback

3Session2Session

In order to turn the tide for 
our most reluctant readers, we 
have to entice, engage, and 
entertain! By implementing a 
fresh approach to “Book Talks,” 
teachers can abandon the 
traditional 15-second book 
bio and instead implement 
techniques that will tempt, 
tease, and turn students on to 
reading. 

LEARN HOW TO:

n Identify the ingredients 
of powerful Book Talks 
after viewing multiple 
demonstrations.

n Plan Book Talks that are 
effective and engaging. 

n Transition to student-led 
Book Talks that double as an 
assessment opportunity. 

n Utilize Book Talks in the 
content-area classroom as a 
means of motivating readers.

Tempt & tease
reluctant 
readers with 
Book Talks

“The best part of any Smekens conference

is the energy and excitement! 

It makes me feel rejuvenated and ready –

armed with all the latest strategies.”
Kristin Crawford
Teacher at Knightstown Elementary 
School, Knightstown, IN
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Knowing students have to read 
and respond to complex texts, 
teaching them to engage in 
purposeful annotation can be a 
game-changer. When students 
intentionally code, mark, 
and highlight while reading, 
their after-reading responses 
inherently improve. 

LEARN HOW TO:

n Scaffold age-appropriate 
codes and markings to build 
skills across all grade levels. 

n Annotate textual 
evidence based on specific 
reading purposes.

n Progress from simplistic 
annotations that summarize 
to sophisticated thoughts 
that synthesize.  

n Troubleshoot common 
challenges in order to embed 
annotation strategies within 
every classroom.

4Session 5Session

Use annotation
to activate & 
articulate
understanding

Mix mediums 
to build a 
balanced
reader & writer
Today’s real world demands that 
individuals possess a broad set 
of literacy skills, including those 
with and without paper. The 
key to preparing students for 
this reality is to provide them 
explicit instruction utilizing both 
mediums. 

LEARN HOW TO:

n Balance reading and 
writing experiences within 
various mediums across the 
year. 

n Teach students to 
successfully compose first-
draft writing using both paper 
and digital mediums. 

n Vary instruction to fit the 
demands of reading on paper 
versus reading off a screen.

n Apply popular Smekens 
strategies utilizing traditional 
paper and digital devices.

Model literacy
lessons that
move students 
toward mastery
The most effective reading and 
writing mini-lessons follow a 
gradual release of responsibility. 
This is the slow and deliberate 
transfer of knowledge and know-
how from teacher to students. 
With scaffolded instruction, 
students learn to make 
decisions and solve problems as 
independent readers and writers. 

LEARN HOW TO: 

n Apply the phases of I-do, 
We-do, You-do within reading 
and writing mini-lessons. 

n Strengthen teacher 
modeling to go beyond telling 
what to teaching how. 

n Recognize when students 
need more (or less) support 
during a mini-lesson.  

n Increase student 
engagement during instruction 
in order to nurture greater 
independence after the lesson.
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SHIPSHEWANA EVENT CENTER

DRURY LANE CONFERENCE CENTER

CONFERENCE HOTEL: Blue Gate Garden Inn
From an expansive breakfast buffet to a new pool and hot tub, the Garden 
Inn has everything to make you feel at home. Rooms are available for groups 
and families of all sizes. All rooms come with TV(s), coffee maker, microwave, 
refrigerator, iron/ironing board, hair dryer, full length mirrors, and free Wi-Fi.

CONFERENCE HOTELS:  Hilton Suites Chicago/Oakbrook Terrace 
& Hilton Garden Inn: Whether you choose the Hilton Suites or the Hilton 
Garden Inn, both hotels are just a few steps from the Drury Lane Conference 
Center. At both hotels, guests enjoy free Wi-Fi, parking, and shuttle service to 
nearby attractions and restaurants. 

WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights

Single or Double: $115.98/night

Triple/Quad: Add $15 per person

State and local taxes (currently 12%) are additional. 
Published rates valid until May 24, 2019. 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (260) 768-4725. Use group name 
“Smekens 2019.” 

WHEN BOOKING ONLINE:  
www.bluegategardeninn.com
Use group code “SMEK062519”  and password 
“smekensed” to receive the discounted rate.

Learn more about the Blue Gate Garden Inn:  
http://www.bluegategardeninn.com

HILTON SUITES WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Single: $165/night Double: $165/night
Triple: $175/night Quad: $185/night

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (630) 941-0100 (ext.1). Then provide the group 
name “Smekens Education Solutions - Literacy Retreat.” 

HILTON GARDEN INN WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights
Single: $155/night Double: $155/night
Triple: $165/night Quad: $175/night

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (630) 941-1177 (ext.1). Then provide the group 
name “Smekens Education Solutions - Literacy Retreat.” 

Destination
Pick your

FRENCH LICK SPRINGS HOTEL
HOTEL AMENITIES: This hotel has something everyone can enjoy  — 
whether it’s golf, spa, hiking, biking, swimming, tennis, or shopping. Each 
room is appointed with 720 thread-count sheets, a flat-screen TV, coffee 
maker, iron/ironing board, hair dryer, and free Wi-Fi. 

WORKSHOP RATE:
Monday & Tuesday nights

Double rooms: $169/night
State and local taxes (currently 11%) are 
additional.
Published rates valid until May 10, 2019.

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM:
Call (888) 936-9360. Then provide the group code 
“0619SES.”

WHEN BOOKING ONLINE:  
www.frenchlick.com/hotels/frenchlick
Use code “0619SES” to receive the discounted rate.

State and local taxes (currently 20%) are additional. Published rates valid until May 27, 2019.

JUNE 11-12 SESSION:

JUNE 18-19 SESSION:

JUNE 25-26 SESSION:



3. Provide payment information in the space below.

Payment
 Check made payable to Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.
 Purchase Order attached (#_________________________________________) 

Charge to:   Visa   Mastercard   Discover

Card Number Expiration Date

Authorized signature: X

Cardholder’s name (PLEASE PRINT):

TOTAL 
Amount Due:

REGISTRATION FEE 
Includes two days of engaging instruction, a packet of full-color materials, session prizes, breakfast 
and lunch both days, snacks, plus lifetime access to the “secret website” of digital resources.

 Early Bird Registration (Received by April 1, 2019) $465

 Standard Registration (Received after April 1, 2019) $480

Attending with a group of 3 or more? Reduce your fee by $10 per person.

OPTIONAL ADD-ONS
 Extra copy of the Retreat handout packet   $40

 On-site bookstore voucher   $25   $50   $100   Other $______
(Pre-paid bookstore vouchers are given to attendees during on-site registration.)

2. Complete the registration form below.
PERSONAL INFO
Name:        

Title:        Grade:

Home / cell phone:

Preferred email:     

Alternate email:

T-shirt size: (100% cotton)    Small     Medium    Large     X-Large    2XL     3XL    4XL 

Dietary restrictions: (Please list.)

Do you plan to secure overnight accommodations at the conference hotel?     YES     NO
(Don’t forget to make your reservations early! Lodging is not included in conference registration.)

SCHOOL INFO
School building assignment: 

School building address:      

City/State/Zip:

School phone:

Principal’s name: 

1. Select the appropriate location:

French Lick, IN chicago, IL Shipshewana, IN
JUNE 11-12, 2019 JUNE 18-19, 2019 JUNE 25-26, 2019

OV1

  

Cancellations occurring 10 days 
or more prior to the workshop 
will result in a refund, minus a $50 
service fee. Cancellations occurring 
less than 10 days prior to the 
workshop do not qualify for any 
refund. Substitutions may occur at 
any time.

REGISTER EARLY
Save an easy $15 by submitting your 
registration early. The deadline for 
the Early Bird discount is April 1, 
2019.

BRING A TEAM 
When you bring a team of 3 or more, 
we will reduce the registration fee 
by $10 per person. 

Or, for groups of 10 or more, take 
10% off the current registration fee. 

Contact our office to make 
arrangements for team registration.

Cost-saving  
options

Cancellations  
& Substitutions

ONLINE:
www.SmekensEducation.com

PHONE:
(888) 376-0448

FAX:
(888) 376-0489

MAIL:
Smekens Education
P.O. Box 332
Warren, IN 46792

Four ways 
to register

RetreatLiteracy 2019



P.O. Box 332 • Warren, IN 46792

Presorted
Standard Mail
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #60
Warren, IN

Who benefits the most? 
English/Language Arts teachers from grades 2-12!  

Who attends the Literacy Retreat?
2-6 General Education Teachers    2-12 Special Education Teachers  
Literacy Coaches & Coordinators    6-12 Social Studies Teachers
6-12 Language Arts Teachers   6-12 Science Teachers
ELL Teachers       Title I Teachers
High Ability Teachers    Principals & Assistant Principals 

EARN 11 HOURS!

Continuing Ed

EARN UP TO 3 CREDITS!

Retreat attendees will receive a completion certificate at the 
conclusion of the event to provide evidence of participation in 11 
hours of professional development. 

FOR ILLINOIS TEACHERS: Thanks to a partnership with the 
Regional Office of Education #19, all Illinois teachers attending 
our June 18-19 session in Chicago are eligible to earn state-
approved continuing education credit for 11 hours of training. 
Smekens Education is an approved subcontractor for ROE #19.

For an additional fee, educators who attend the Literacy Retreat 
are eligible to earn one, two, or three graduate-level university 
semester credits from the University of the Pacific, Center for 
Professional Development and Continuing Education. Please check 
with your district to determine course acceptability. 

The University of the Pacific is fully accredited by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges and all Smekens Education 
workshops are graduate-level, professional development courses 
designed as professional growth for educators. They are intended 
primarily for the use of salary advancement and recertification. 
Graduate-level credit requires workshop attendance and planning, 
developing, and reporting on practical activities, strategies, or 
techniques based on information presented during the Retreat.

Graduate Credit

Special Touches
We want you to feel honored when you attend the Retreat! Each day, 
we’ll pamper you with a complimentary hot breakfast and buffet 
lunch. Plus, your own personal table concierge will keep chocolate 
and note-taking supplies always at hand.

FEEL PAMPERED!

French Lick, IN • June 11-12
   Chicago, IL • June 18-19
  Shipshewana, IN • June 25-26
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