
“This will help me 
to better prepare 

my students 
for the types of 
questions that 

will make them 
deep, critical 

thinkers.” 
Wendy Hiemstra 
Kingsford Heights 

Elementary School, 
Kingsford Heights, IN
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Planning & Facilitating 
a Close Reading

December 12 (Or Online, ON-DEMAND)DAY 1

– or –



Planning & Facilitating – Itinerary
7:30–8:30 a.m. 
Registration & breakfast snack

8:30–10:00 a.m.
Recognize the value in raising the rigor in reading

Experience a close reading

10:00–10:15 a.m. 
Morning break & book shopping

10:15–11:30 a.m. 
Introduce close reading in kid-friendly ways

Plan & facilitate a close reading in five steps  
STEP 1: Select a complex text

11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m. 
Enjoy lunch on your own

12:45–2:00 p.m.
STEP 2: Draft text-dependent questions that lead 

students to achieve a deep understanding of the 
author’s ideas 

STEP 3: Establish reading & annotation purposes

2:00–2:15 p.m. 
Afternoon break & book shopping

2:15–3:30 p.m.
STEP 4: Support and scaffold student thinking 

during text-based conversations

Phone: (888) 376-0448 • Fax: (888) 376-0489 • Online: www.SmekensEducation.com

“I am excited to go back to my classroom 
and implement what I learned with my 
students. Bumping up the complexity of 
my text is a must. Your enthusiasm is con-
tagious!” Amy McIlhargey • teacher at Grove 
City Christian School, Grove City, OH

“I am never let down when I come to a 
Smekens workshop. I leave every time 
with realistic teaching strategies, fantastic 
resources, and a clear plan on how to 
go back to school and use what I have 
learned.” Christa Benedict • teacher at Im-
maculate Heart of Mary School, Cincinnati, OH

What others say about Smekens workshops
Teachers who attend this live workshop will be given 
a complimentary one-month subscription to Kristina’s 
matching video on webPD, Achieving a Close Reading 
in 5 Steps (Grades K-12). During the complimentary 
subscription period, 
teachers are encouraged 
to share access with every 
colleague in their school, 
allowing the entire staff to 
learn key concepts from the 
workshop. 

Planning & 
Facilitating

a Close Reading
Workshop Overview 
There has been much talk about raising the complexity of the texts students 
are reading. However, rigorous reading isn’t just about the text selection. It’s 
also about targeting multi-faceted, deep thinking during reading. This session 
will help teachers plan and facilitate a meaningful close-reading experience.

Training Topics:
• Dissect the reading standards for the close-reading expectations.

• Identify how and when close reading should be incorporated into  
the curriculum.

• Learn how to assess a text’s complexity beyond simply looking at its 
reading level.

• Plan standards-based text-dependent questions. 

• Recognize the minimal role that pre-reading/background-building plays 
in close-reading experiences.

• Examine a variety of reader tools and technology that allows students to  
annotate print and digital texts.

• Acquire prompts and cues to guide students in fixing up their own 
confusions and misunderstandings about the reading. 

When you leave, you’ll be able to:
u Determine if a text is complex and worthy of a close reading.

u Introduce close reading to students in a variety of kid-friendly ways.

u Prepare a set of text-dependent questions that keep students rooted in the 
text and mirror the sequence used on standardized reading assessments.

u Teach students ways to track and annotate the journey of their thinking.

u Facilitate text-based conversations that require textual evidence.
Free follow-up for LIVE attendees 

DECEMBER 12



Writing
After

a Close Reading

“Kristina offers clear, relatable, & achievable 
goals for implementation. I have a step-by-
step guide to implementing close reading 
& writing after close reading. I can get 
started right away!” Nicole Scurlock • teacher 
at Knightstown High School, Knightstown, IN 

“I have been teaching for 39 years, and 
this is my 14th Smekens event. There is still 
so much for me to learn and things to do 
to improve. Thank you for helping me to 
continue to enjoy teaching." Kevin Giggy • 
teacher at Mitchell High School, Mitchell, IN

What others say about Smekens workshops

Workshop Overview 
After reading a complex text, students need to do something with what they 
learned. More than simply summarizing the text, students need to analyze 
and even argue the author’s ideas in writing. 

Training Topics:
• Provide opportunities for appropriately rigorous tasks that include brief 

constructed responses and longer extended responses.

• Identify complex tasks that target a variety of purposes, including  
persuasive, argumentative, informative, and narrative writing.

• Reiterate the importance of juggling multiple texts, including print, 
digital, video, and visual texts.

• Target multiple ways for students to remember key details and record 
their inferences while reading, so they can reference them as evidence 
after reading. 

• Acquire strategies for teaching students to make text-to-text 
connections in order to draw comparisons and synthesize multiple ideas. 

When you leave, you’ll be able to:
u Assemble text sets (2-4 texts) on a common concept or theme to make 

new and significant after-reading inferences. 

u Create various after-reading tasks that require evidence-based responses.

u Show students how to use their during-reading annotations to support 
their after-reading writing. 

u Teach students how to take notes and cite evidence from videos and 
visuals. 

Writing After Reading – Itinerary
7:30–8:30 a.m.
Registration & breakfast snack

8:30–10:00 a.m.
Describe after-reading tasks that target the three 

major modes of response writing—  
argumentative, informative, and narrative

Create close-reading experiences that conclude 
with students writing about multiple texts 

10:00–10:15 a.m.
Morning break & book shopping

10:15–11:30 a.m.
Scaffold brief constructed responses to develop 

skills needed for longer extended responses

Teach strategies to remember their thinking and 
record their inferences

11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Enjoy lunch on your own

12:45–2:00 p.m.
Break down the skills necessary to produce 

evidence-based responses

2:00–2:15 p.m.
Afternoon break & book shopping

2:15–3:30 p.m.
Make connections, evaluate ideas, and  

synthesize evidence across texts 

Free follow-up training video 
Teachers who attend this live workshop will be given 
a complimentary one-month subscription to Kristina’s 
matching video on webPD, Writing After a Close Reading 
(Grades K-12). During the complimentary subscription 
period, teachers are 
encouraged to share access 
with every colleague in their 
school, allowing the entire 
staff to learn key concepts 
from the workshop. 

Free follow-up for LIVE attendees 

DECEMBER 13

Phone: (888) 376-0448 • Fax: (888) 376-0489 • Online: www.SmekensEducation.com
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Continuing Education Credit
Attendees will receive a completion certificate 
at the conclusion of the event to provide 
evidence of participation in 10.5 hours of 
professional development (5.25 hours per day).

Graduate Credit
For an additional fee of $375, educators who 
attend both days of the workshop may secure 
three hours of nationally-accredited graduate 
credit from the Midwest Teachers Institute. 
These non-degree credits are designed for 
professional certification renewals and salary 
step increases. Additional coursework is 
required. (Check with your district for approval 
prior to making a commitment.) 

Live Workshop 
location

DECEMBER 12-13
INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Forum Conference Center
11313 USA Pkwy, Fishers, IN 46037
Phone: (317) 558-6060

LODGING RECOMMENDATION
Hilton Garden Inn Indianapolis 
Northeast/Fishers
9785 N by NE Blvd, Fishers, IN 46037
Phone: (317) 577-5900

Why learn more about close reading?
1. Close reading is key to college and career readiness.
Research shows that even our brightest students are struggling with college-level 
courses because they lack the skills to read and understand complex text. Kristina will 
provide practical ways to engage students in close reading so that they have the skills to 
ultimately tackle any complex text independently.

2. Planning and facilitating a close reading needs to be intentional.
Achieving a close reading of complex text is largely about asking the right questions at the 
right time. Kristina will guide teachers to first generate questions that determine what the 
text says and culminate with questions that determine why the text matters.

3. Writing in response to text improves comprehension.
Writing a brief constructed response or a coherent extended response to complex text is 
an important facet of the close-reading process. Kristina will share dozens of after-reading 
writing prompts that require students to demonstrate a deep understanding of the text.

Top questions teachers ask about . . .

Planning & facilitating a close reading
u What is close reading and how is it different than what I’ve always done?

u How do I go about selecting appropriate texts for a close reading?

u How can I introduce complex text into my curriculum when I have so many 
struggling readers?

u How long does close reading take and how often do I plan for it?

u What’s a text-dependent question? Is there a list of such questions? How are these 
questions different than QAR (question-answer relationship)? 

Writing after a close reading
u What are the different types of writing tasks that follow a close-reading experience?

u How do I teach students to incorporate both textual evidence and explanation of 
how their evidence supports their thinking?

 u Where can I find writing prompts that I can customize to fit my unique texts, but that 
also mirror the tasks they will face on state and national standardized assessments? 

u What do “good” written responses look and sound like? Where can I find examples?

Kristina provides the answers to these questions and many more!

FISHERS

reliable&current
“Thank you for being a 

source of best practice!”
Angela Decker • teacher at Delta Middle School, Muncie, IN 

Direct Ties to Standards
The strategies shared during this two-day 
workshop mirror the grade-level expec-
tations outlined within the reading and 
writing portions of the College and Career-
Ready Standards (and the Indiana Aca-
demic Standards). 



Using Close Reading to Achieve a Deep Understanding of Complex Texts

1. Select the workshop.

DAY 1
PLANNING & FACILITATING A
CLOSE READING

INDIANAPOLIS, IN   DEC. 12, 2018
– or –

   __________________  __________________

DAY 2
WRITING AFTER A
CLOSE READING
 DEC. 13, 2018

• Enjoy 30-day on-demand access to the entire 
workshop video. 

• Watch the video on any device and when it's 
convenient for you.

• Revisit the video as often as you like during the 
30-day access period.

• Receive the full-color handout as a PDF 
download.

• Purchase access for the entire staff, allowing for 
building-wide implementation. (Group discounts 
available!)

Live workshop benefits

Online workshop benefits

FOUR WAYS TO REGISTER:
ONLINE: 

www.SmekensEducation.com
PHONE: 

(888) 376-0448
FAX:

(888) 376-0489

MAIL:
Smekens Education  

P.O. Box 332 
Warren, IN 46792       

Verified View
A completion certificate is available 
for download at the end of the online 
workshop video, but you do not have 
the flexibility to jump ahead.

Flexible View
No completion certificates are awarded, 
but you have the flexibility to jump 
ahead in the video.

Online viewing options

3. Choose your workshop option below.

 
PAYMENT:  Check made payable to Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

 Purchase Order attached (#______________________) 

Charge to:   Visa   Master Card   Discover

Card Number Expiration Date

Authorized signature: X ________________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s name (PLEASE PRINT): ____________________________________________________

TOTAL 
Amount Due:

$

OPTIONAL ADD-ON:  On-site bookstore voucher   $25   $50   $100   Other $_____

LIVE WORKSHOP
Register for one workshop (1 day):
 One person       Team of 3+
$225                         $219 per person

Register for both workshops (2 days):
 One person       Team of 3+
$435                       $423 per person

ONLINE WORKSHOP
Register for one workshop (5+ hrs.):
 One person       Team of 3+
$140                         $126 per person

Register for both workshops (10+ hrs.):
 One person       Team of 3+
$280                       $252 per person

Check one:

LIVE WORKSHOP

ONLINE WORKSHOP

Included for everyone
Exclusive Web Resources: Enjoy lifetime access 
to the members-only “secret website” that features 
lessons, templates, web links, videos, and more.

Great Ideas: Teachers leave Smekens workshops 
with innovative strategies for applying research-
based concepts. 

High-Energy Instruction: Kristina Smekens has a 
knack for motivating and encouraging teachers as 
she shares practical, classroom-tested strategies 
that work. 

YOU CHOOSE 
THE DATE!

VERIFIED VIEW           FLEXIBLE VIEW

• Connect with Kristina Smekens in person to ask 
questions or seek one-on-one support.

•  Receive a full-color printed handout, along with 
accompanying materials.

• Shop at the on-site bookstore for immediate 
access to related books and resources.

• Enjoy complimentary refreshments throughout 
the day.

• Receive a free follow-up video to assist with 
building-wide implementation.

• Bring your principal for free with the paid 
registration of at least one staff member. 
(Registration is still required & substitutions are 
not permitted.)

• Save 10% when you attend with a team of 10 or 
more. 

Indicate start date for 30-day access. Indicate start date for 30-day access.

2. Complete the registration form below.

Attendee name:  Grade level:

District or Diocese:

School:    
  
School address:

City/State/Zip:

School phone:    
  
Title:    
                   
Attendee email:

Teacher Literacy Coach  Principal  Other Admin




