
Kristi wore many hats in public schools for 13 years before 
joining Smekens Education full time. Her training as a Reading 
Recovery® teacher and literacy coordinator allows Kristi to 
offer classroom teachers practical ideas that are rooted in 
research. Kristi is passionate about helping teachers implement 
a balanced literacy approach focused on real-life, purposeful 
literacy activities that result in improved student achievement.

Putting standards first

Kristi’s ongoing study of researched best practices paired with her rich history of helping 
teachers with implementation provide the ideal background for her to offer customized 
on-site professional development on a wide range of literacy-related topics.
Among those are:

HIGHLY RELEVANT K-12 LITERACY TOPICS

What others are saying
“Kristi is a completely engaging 
presenter. It is apparent that she 
used and honed masterful teaching 
practices in her own classroom. She 
had great credibility with our group 
as a result. This was a completely 
practical and immediately 
applicable workshop presentation.” 
K. Bush

“The best part of this workshop 
was that it inspired me to improve 
my practices in ways that I think 
would ACTUALLY work! She wasn’t 
selling ideas that cannot work in a 
classroom. It was amazing!” 
J. Anderson

L I T E R A C Y  C O N S U L T A N T
Kristi McCullough

STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING READING
Leading an effective 90-minute reading block
Developing purposeful literacy work stations 
Planning & delivering small-group instruction
Delivering dynamic whole-class comprehension lessons
Preparing and facilitating a close reading
Leading students in text-based conversations
Weaving complex texts across the curriculum
Revealing knowledge of text structures in nonfiction
Preparing students for state reading assessments

STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING WRITING
Launching and managing a writer’s workshop 
Understanding the 6 Traits of Writing
Teaching constructed-response writing skills explicitly
Achieving the argumentative writing standard
Delivering dynamic mini-lessons in writing
Preparing students for state writing assessments

STRATEGIES FOR CONTENT LITERACY
Teaching discipline-specific reading strategies
Varying text types and text complexities 
Building background knowledge on unfamiliar concepts
Improving summary writing to show understanding
Teaching ways to support thinking with textual evidence
Incorporating argumentative writing experiences
Targeting best-practice strategies for teaching vocabulary

Schools can rely on Smekens 
Education literacy consultants to 
make direct connections 
between the content 
delivered during on-site 
school trainings and 
the requirements of 
the college & career-ready 
standards, including the Indiana 
Academic Standards. 

Kristi McCullough has a deep 
understanding of the literacy 
standards and is committed 
to continually developing that 
knowledge. As she prepares for on-
site staff development, the standards 
serve as the anchor for strategies and 
ideas that are shared with teachers. 

Reading & Writing
ON-SITE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN 

www.SmekensEducation.com  
CALL TOLL FREE: (888) 376-0448

CLASSROOM 
MODELING
Teachers are more 
likely to embrace 
new strategies if 
they can see them 
in action. That’s why 
we view classroom 
demonstrations as 
an essential role for 
our consultants. 

During her on-site 
visits, Kristi 
welcomes the 
opportunity to 
model concepts 
and strategies with 
real kids in “live” 
classrooms. 

COACHING
Beyond classroom 
modeling, Kristi also 
has the training 
and expertise to 
provide one-on-
one coaching for 
teachers as they 
work to implement 
literacy stations, 
small- group guided 
reading, and more. 



“Kristi’s passion and love for teaching is contagious!”
L. Bowlen L.Summers

—  WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING ABOUT KRISTI McCULLOUGH —

To book Kristi McCullough for your school, call Smekens Education @ 888-376-0448

“We really enjoyed our day with Kristi! She 
did a fabulous job of focusing in on our 
specific needs at the K/1 level! I have heard 
many positive comments from teachers! 
They are excited to try some new things 
and start moving in some new directions.” 
L. Fulton

“Kristi is engaging, funny, and purpose-
ful. There were no boring lectures or 
side notes. Every minute was useful, 
understandable, and the pace was kept! I 
would come again!”K. Taylor

“Very good presentation! I loved the ideas 
that came out of the workshop! The graph-
ic organizers are wonderful and will be very 
helpful in the classroom!”  M. Ferguson

“I love any workshop that helps me 
integrate lessons. It really saves on time, 
planning, teaching, and grading. Thank you 
for your presentation and making us feel 
comfortable.”  T. Johnson

“Kristi did a great job providing meaning-
ful, useful strategies to improve reading 
and writing in my classroom. The ready-to-
use handouts were great for using immedi-
ately with my kids!”  J. Bleck

 “Outstanding job, Kristi! What was once 
as clear as mud is now as clear as spar-
kling water!” L. Gieschen

“Kristi uses her real-life classroom experi-
ences to engage her listeners in valuable 
learning experiences that leave you feel-
ing excited and empowered to take the 

learning back into your own classroom.”  S. 
Bertsch

“Kristi is a dynamic speaker!  She has a way 
of explaining her ideas so that they can 
be easily applied within the classroom.”  P. 
Chew

“I love the energy and ‘true-teacher’ feel-
ing of [Kristi] McCullough. She’s real and 
entertaining and fantastically knowl-
edgeable about the material. I love being 
taught by someone who has been there 
before!” G. Frazier

 “Kristi’s passion and love of teaching is con-
tagious! You will come away with renewed 
energy and many strategies you are excited 
to try out in your own classroom.” 
L. Summers 

“Kristi did a great job of holding my atten-
tion and making the lessons understand-
able and applicable. I can definitely use 
these things in my classroom!”  M. Lehm-
ann

“Nice, fast-paced presentation. I’m very 
impressed with Kristi’s knowledge, 
enthusiasm, and fun approach. The day 
went quickly.” J. Wooley

“Great presentation. I love the way you 
tied reading to the traits of writing! Many 
great ideas and ways to get organized. Very 
helpful to understand the progression of 
reading comprehension.”  N. Moody

“I was amazed at the amount of informa-
tion that was shared in a short time and 
that it fit the needs of teachers (learners) at 
all levels.”  S. Metzcar

“Kristi was engaging, informative, and very 
efficient. She presented information that 
was relevant  — even for a music teacher! I 
was thoroughly impressed.” C. Ishman

“I was so energized, I just wanted to go 
back and teach! This is the best informa-
tive workshop I’ve been in this year.” 
R. Clark

“The best part of this workshop is Kristi’s 
enthusiasm! She keeps things interesting 
for us and the kids as we take the infor-
mation back to them.” T. Svarcykopf

“The day was well-paced and inspira-
tional. Kristi was so knowledgeable. I love 
that I have Smekens as a resource!” 
A. Buuck

“4th time hearing Kristi…4th time 
amazed and in awe! Thank you! Thank 
you!” K. Riner

“Kristi has been in the trenches, teaching 
real kids and making it all work! She has 
helped me see how it can be done!” D. 
Estelle

“With all the mandates on teachers, Kristi 
gave great ideas that encourage us to 
still feel successful. Fun can be done in a 
classroom, but it is combined with learn-
ing.” 
V. Schamber


