
President and lead consultant for Smekens Education, Kris-
tina works with K-12 teachers sharing practical strategies for 
teaching writing, reading comprehension, and vocabulary 
development. She is a certified 6-Traits trainer and author 
of several books and resources, including Launching the 
Writer’s Workshop and The Trait Mate: 6-Traits Starter Lessons. 
For more than a decade, her fast-paced presentations have 
helped to motivate and encourage thousands of teachers.

Kristina’s ongoing study of researched best practices paired with her rich history of 
helping teachers apply those practices in the classroom provide the ideal background 
for her to offer professional development on a wide range of literacy-related topics.
Among those are:

What others are saying
“As many times as I’ve heard Kristina, 
she never ceases to amaze me! Always 
something new—always something 
to learn. She inspires me! She fills 
me with energy and excitement to 
go back and be a better teacher!” C. 
Jackson

“Kristina’s energy, ideas, and 
experience are both inspiring and 
helpful.  She is entertaining and 
enthusiastic, and she gives evidence 
for every suggestion she makes—this 
makes it feel like a realistic activity! 
This is a fabulous and valuable 
professional experience!” E. Campbell

Kristina Smekens
L I T E R A C Y  C O N S U L T A N T

STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING READING
Delivering dynamic whole-class comprehension lessons
Preparing and facilitating a close reading
Leading students in text-based conversations
Weaving complex texts across the curriculum
Revealing knowledge of text structures in nonfiction
Preparing students for state reading assessments

STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING WRITING
Launching and managing a writer’s workshop 
Understanding the 6 Traits of Writing
Assessing writing in 6-Traits classrooms
Weaving trait-based writing skills within various units
Teaching constructed-response writing skills explicitly
Achieving the argumentative writing standard
Delivering dynamic mini-lessons in writing
Preparing students for state writing assessments

STRATEGIES FOR CONTENT LITERACY
Teaching discipline-specific reading strategies
Varying text types and text complexities 
Building background knowledge on unfamiliar concepts
Improving summary writing to show understanding
Teaching ways to support thinking with textual evidence
Incorporating argumentative writing experiences
Targeting best-practice strategies for teaching vocabulary

Putting standards first
Schools can rely on Smekens 
Education literacy consultants to 
make direct connections 
between the content 
delivered during on-site 
school trainings and 
the requirements of 
the college & career-ready 
standards, including the Indiana 
Academic Standards. 

Kristina Smekens has a deep 
understanding of the literacy 
standards and is committed 
to continually developing that 
knowledge. As she prepares for on-
site staff development, the standards 
serve as the anchor for strategies and 
ideas that are shared with teachers. 

Reading & Writing
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HIGHLY RELEVANT K-12 LITERACY TOPICS

CLASSROOM 
MODELING
Teachers are more 
likely to embrace 
new strategies if 
they can see them 
in action. That’s why 
we view classroom 
demonstrations as an 
essential role for our 
consultants. 

During her on-site 
visits, Kristina 
welcomes the 
opportunity to model 
lessons and strategies 
with students in “live” 
classrooms. 

PD PLANNING
Beyond delivering 
training and 
conducting classroom 
modeling, Kristina 
also has the expertise 
and vision to help 
schools and districts 
plan the “nuts and 
bolts” of a sustainable 
professional 
development initiative 
focusing on literacy.



“Kristina totally understands how teachers think.”
—  WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING ABOUT KRISTINA SMEKENS —

To book Kristina Smekens for your school, call Smekens Education @ 888-376-0448

C. Douthett

“Kristina’s dynamic personality is the perfect 
match for getting everyone excited about 
teaching! Her humor and insights are 
amazing. She really connects to the audience. 
This workshop doesn’t feel like ‘work’ at all!”  S. 
Hunley

“As a literacy coach, I have been to dozens 
of workshops about improving reading & 
writing. This workshop provided me with 
more practical, student-friendly strategies for 
improving student writing than all the others 
combined!”  C. Gliva

“Kristina has so much energy and keeps 
everything moving. She is very ‘in tune’ with 
her audience. The resources available are 
superior.”  Y. Pence

“I feel I can go back to my classroom and my 
teaching will be effective. The Common Core 
makes sense to me now—even though it’s 
the millionth time I’ve heard it. The whole 
day has been an Aha moment.” T. Chandler-
Sergent

“This was exciting and very motivational. 
Kristina did a great job of providing a variety 
of ideas for all grade levels, including high 
school.”  J. Baumer

“The only intention Kristina seems to have is 
to make the life of a teacher easier and the 
achievement of our kids higher.”  D. Geise

“I love your enthusiasm, advice, support, and 
online resources.  I feel like I can immediately 
go back to my classroom and apply what I’ve 
learned. Thank you for a great day!”  
L. Kennedy

“I was highly engaged from start to finish!  
The strategies were right on target, and I was 
so impressed with your ability to differentiate 
for a K-12 audience. The quality of resources 
was phenomenal and your use of humorous 
examples was both hilarious and on target!”  
T. Brewer-Bacon

“I loved the tsunami of practicality!” J. Day

“Awesome workshop!  I feel like I’ve learned 
more about writing instruction in seven hours 
than I learned in seven years of college!”  
L. Palmer

“Wow!  What a great, hands-on, useful day!  
I had so many of my questions answered. 
She brought all the ‘book reading’ about the 
writing traits to life for me!”  J. Sass

“Best workshop ever! Kristina’s a master of 
organization, a wealth of information, and 
makes it all fun!”  B. Cieplak

“Presentation was animated, funny, and full 
of real-life teaching experiences! What a great 
way to not only laugh at myself, but to find 
ways to make me a better teacher.”  
P. Provenzano

“After 27 years, there is still so much to learn. 
You, Kristina, can teach an old dog new tricks!”  
M. Steves-Brown

“Each time I attend a workshop with Kristina, 
I leave feeling more and more prepared!  I 
know I can use the things learned in my 
classroom!”  D. Hill

“Kristina totally understands how teachers 
think. I love how she did so much legwork for 
us by cross referencing the standards & the 
Common Core. Thanks!” C. Douthett

“I have learned so much that I can use right 
away.  I love that I am walking away with a 
plan and the tools I need to teach writing.  I’m 
really excited about teaching writing for the 
first time!”  J. Blackford

“Wow! Kristina is serious about helping 
teachers change the way they teach!” 
M. Losco

“Many times, going to a K-12 conference as 
a kindergarten teacher, I may come away 
with little information. NOT SO HERE! You 
did a great job speaking to all grade levels—
including kindergarten. Thanks so much!” L. 
Dalrymple

“The best part is how Kristina shows how to 
apply and integrate her ideas into your own 
classroom. She provides many examples for 
various grade levels.” E. Vosses

“The strategies and activities discussed are all 
practical and research-based, not to mention 
aligned with the Common Core. Kristina is an 
educational guru!” L. Bolz

“Kristina’s way of presenting information is 
definitely a shot in the arm. I already have 
writing plans for the first six weeks of school! 
Awesome!” A. Allen

“Inspiring others to change isn’t easy, but I am 
inspired. Thank you!” S. Wagner

“A friend of mine saw Kristina previously and 
wrote on my Facebook wall, saying, ‘I wish I 
could bottle up Kristina’s energy and save it 
for a rainy day.’ I totally agree!” P. Dietrich

“The best, most helpful teacher-friendly 
workshop I have ever been to in my 32 years in 
education! Love everything Smekens!” D. Henley

 “Kristina is one of the best presenters I have 
ever seen. She keeps you engaged every 
second!” P. Parrish

“Everyone I know who has attended a 
Smekens workshop has come home 
rejuvenated, more knowledgeable, and 
equipped to become better educators.” D. 
Ruckman

“Cohesive information presented in a logical 
manner that is manageable and doable by 
any teacher.” K. Willis

“Kristina is the ‘Rachael Ray’ of education. 
Using research, history, and relevant 
examples, she scaffolds the content to launch 
educators in the new and unexplored—very 
exciting!”
T. Hinesley

“It was a great day that went so fast! I am 
exhilarated rather than exhausted.” 
J. Connaughton




