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Who could hate “Goodnight Moon”? 
This powerful New York librarian

EXAMPLE FROM THE LESSON

A black-and-white portrait 
of Anne Carroll Moore who 
invented children’s libraries. 
Photo courtesy: Wikimedia 
Commons

The cover of the popular children’s book 
“Goodnight Moon.” Photo courtesy: Wiki-
media Commons

Gwendolyn Donahue (left) and Zeke Paull read a children’s book as they sit in 
an exhibit called “The ABC of It: Why Children’s Books Matter” at the New York 
Public Library, September 30, 2013, in New York City. The setting is from “Good 
Night Moon” by Margaret Wise Brown, with illustrations by Clement Hurd. Photo 
by: Kathy Willens/AP Photo

Introduced Children To Libraries

Negative Reviews Could Ruin A Book

Word Spread From Parent To Parent
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On January 13, the New York Public Library revealed its list 
of the 10 most-checked-out books of all time. The list largely 
consists of children’s books. You’ve probably read at least one. 
There’s “The Snowy Day” by Ezra Jack Keats and “The Cat in the 
Hat” by Dr. Seuss. Each has been checked out nearly 500,000 
times. There’s “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” and “Where the Wild 
Things Are.”

There is also one very famous children’s book missing from 
the list: Margaret Wise Brown’s “Goodnight Moon.” You remem-
ber: the great green room, with the telephone, balloon and the 
painting of the cow jumping over the moon and the soothing 
words: “Goodnight stars, Goodnight air, Goodnight noises 
everywhere.”

The book’s absence from the most-read list is so glaring the 
library felt a need to explain why it was missing.

While children and their parents have loved the bedtime 
story for years, librarian Anne Carroll Moore “hated” it, the 
library said. Moore not only ran the children’s section at the 
library for 35 years, she actually invented it. Moore’s influence 
was so great, her opinion kept the book off the shelves for tens 
of years.

“Goodnight Moon” first came out in 1947, but Moore hat-
ed the book so much the library didn’t carry it until 1972. The 

library explained that the time that it wasn’t on the shelves 
“bumped the book off the top 10 list for now.”

Introduced Children To Libraries
Moore was responsible for introducing an entire generation 

of children to libraries in the early 20th century. Before her, 
most libraries did not even allow children inside.

Jan Pinborough is the author of a biography of Moore titled 
“Miss Moore Thought Otherwise: How Anne Carroll Moore Cre-
ated Libraries for Children.” Moore’s distaste for several beloved 
children’s books, including E.B. White’s “Stuart Little” and “Char-
lotte’s Web,” may make her seem like a villain today, Pinborough 
says. However, these few cases unfairly overshadow her more 
important life’s work — nearly single-handedly introducing 
children’s library services in the United States.

“We take children’s libraries so for granted now,” Pinborough 
said. Moore created “these beautiful welcoming spaces for chil-
dren. She took down the silence signs. She designed child-sized 
tables. ... And she ordered books in many languages so that 
all of the children, including many immigrant children, could 
actually check out books and bring them home.”

Moore was born in Maine in 1871. She moved to New York in 
1895 and very shortly after she more or less invented the chil

Who could hate 
“Goodnight Moon”?

This powerful 
New York librarian

https://newsela.com/read/goodnight-moon-librarian/id/2001006604/
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Famous Speeches:
Steve Jobs’ 

Stanford University 
Commencement Speech

In this January 9, 2007, photo, Apple CEO Steve Jobs holds up an Apple 
iPhone at the MacWorld Conference in San Francisco, California. This 
was the day that the first iPhone was unveiled. AP

The first story is about connecting the dots.

My second story is about love and loss.

My third story is about death.

https://newsela.com/read/speeches-steve-jobs-apple-stanford/id/26017/?collection_id=2000000156&-
search_id=107dfc52-01c0-4908-8ca8-5328106137b2— LEXILE MAX

https://newsela.com/read/speeches-steve-jobs-apple-stanford/id/26017/?collection_id=2000000156&search_id=107dfc52-01c0-4908-8ca8-5328106137b2


Editor’s Note: Steve Jobs (1955-2011) was the co-founder, chairman and 
CEO of Apple Inc., and a successful and charismatic entrepreneur, inven-
tor and designer. In addition, Jobs was a pioneer of the personal computer 
revolution and co-founder and chief executive of Pixar Animation Studios, 
which made the animated movies “Toy Story” and “Finding Nemo.” In his 2005 
commencement address at Stanford University in California, Jobs offered his 
insight into how to lead a successful life.

I am honored to be with you today at your commencement from one of 
the finest universities in the world. I never graduated from college. Truth 
be told, this is the closest I’ve ever gotten to a college graduation. Today I 
want to tell you three stories from my life. That’s it. No big deal. Just three 
stories.

The first story is about  
connecting the dots.

I dropped out of Reed College after the first six months, but then stayed 
around as a drop-in for another 18 months or so before I really quit. So 
why did I drop out?

It started before I was born. My biological mother was a young, unwed 
college graduate student, and she decided to put me up for adoption. She 
felt very strongly that I should be adopted by college graduates, so every-
thing was all set for me to be adopted at birth by a lawyer and his wife. 
Except that when I popped out, they decided at the last minute that they 
really wanted a girl. So my parents, who were on a waiting list, got a call in 
the middle of the night asking: “We have an unexpected baby boy; do you 
want him?” They said, “Of course.” My biological mother later found out 
that my mother had never graduated from college and that my father had 
never graduated from high school. She refused to sign the final adoption 
papers. She only relented a few months later when my parents promised 
that I would someday go to college.

And 17 years later I did go to college. But I naively chose a college that 
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