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ARGUMENTATIVE: Should Public Schools Get Uniforms
Picture a school where all students are treated 

fairly, kindly, and respectfully. Kids could walk 
the halls without the worry of being made fun of 
because of their outer appearance. This may sound 
like just a fantasy, but in fact, it could become a 
reality in every school across the nation. Having 
uniforms in public schools could make this dream 
come true.

For now, however, this “dream” is more a night-
mare as teens are often judged based on what they 
wear. Every day, kids are tormented by their peers 
for wearing clothes that are considered “not cool.” 
This could be easily solved if all kids wore uniform 
clothes. If everyone was dressed exactly the same, 
then no one could judge others by what they wear. 
Kids would take the time to get to know each 
other, instead of saying, “I don’t like her cheap 
clothes, so obviously she isn’t good enough to be 
friends with me.” With uniforms, teens would de-
cide whether they like someone based on personal-
ity alone.

In addition to taking the judgment out, wearing 
uniforms would save kids the stress of deciding what 

to wear to school every day. Kids spend more time 
figuring out what to wear than they spend actu-
ally getting ready for school. Kids are often late 
for school as a result of this. If kids were required 
to wear uniforms to school every day, then they 
wouldn’t have to spend time and energy worrying 
about what to wear.

It’s not just the kids that need to stop worrying so 
much about fashion, it’s their parents, too. Many par-
ents argue that kids should be able to express their 
individuality through clothes. Rather than clothing 
tips, parents need to teach their children that inner 
beauty is far more important than outer beauty. Par-
ents need to educate kids to not put the emphasis on 
clothes and accessories, but on people and relation-
ships. 

Uniforms can actually bring people together. Uni-
form means one form, one group. The student body 
would be one unit. There would be uniformity. Hav-
ing uniforms could make school a safer and friendlier 
environment, ending a lot of prejudice and reducing 
anxiety.
       

Adapted from “Should Public Schools Get Uniforms,” Teaching Students to Write Effective Essays, Marilyn Pryle
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NARRATIVE: Sand Dollar
I’d been looking for a sand dollar on 

Narragansett Beach since I was a toddler, 
not finding much more than sea weed and 
empty crab shells which were picked clean 
by the screeching sea gulls, nature’s best 
garbage man. Now I was five, I could run 
and search on my own, no more holding 
hands with Mom and Dad. I could run with 
the big kids down the beach with the wind 
roaring in my ears like huge jet engines.

Alone in the whipping wind, I was in 
search of the naturally perfect disc with a 
dotted star on top and a hole in the center 
of its flat bottom. I found broken crabs and 
empty clams. I found sea shells and star-
fish. But still no sand dollars. Mom and 
Dad decided to help me after lunch, but 
first, Dad said he had to stop at a store in 
town to grab some groceries for dinner. He 

left, and mom and I continued the hunt.
When Dad returned, he joined the search. 

We looked up and down, around rocks and 
in tide pools. Then I spotted it, partially 
sticking out of the sand; I found it, my first 
sand dollar! It was probably the only one 
on the beach for 50 miles. I put it in my 
treasure box.

Today, this shell still sits in my box along 
with years of memories. The box contains 
ribbons, pins, buttons, badges, and a Swiss 
army knife I found in the woods where I 
used to live. These things keep a warm link 
to the past. 

I found out years later, Narragansett 
Beach doesn’t have sand dollars... but the 
local souvenir shop does. They keep them 
in reserve for moms and dads who want to 
help their children build a memory.

Adapted from “The Sand Dollar,” Writing That Makes Sense, Steve Peha 
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WHAM! Cold, frozen, ice chips 
slammed into my face. Whoa…? 
What’s going on…? It wasn’t until I 
wiped the snow off my eyelids and 
fluttered my eyelashes that I saw 
them. It was the local neighborhood 
army. They looked like a fleet of a 
thousand or more kids. I didn’t even 
recognize most of them, but this 
wasn’t the time for introductions.

Getting away from them, I dived 
into the house to gather my defense. 
They broke my window while I was 
in there. So I got my brother in this 
because he is the champ at throwing 
 

snowballs. Also because he’s 13. 
My brother gathered his snowballs 

in the front yard. When his pile was 
huge, we loaded it into the wagon 
and slowly pulled it to the backyard. 
When we got there, we fired one ball 
after another at all those kids. We 
threw them faster than they could 
make them. When they ran away 
from us, we just pulled the wagon 
and chased them down. 

When they all ran away, we dou-
bled over and panted. We shook 
our gloved fists in victory. AAAHH-
HHH... Two against a thousand…. 
and we still won. 

Narrative by Northwest Allen County Schools fourth grader (Ft. Wayne, IN)

NARRATIVE: The Biggest Snowball Fight!


