
““Kristina’s user-friendly strategies are 

essential to moving teachers to teach 

deeply and to teach students to think 

critically about text at any grade level.”

Christina Goldner • teacher at  
Westerville City Schools, Westerville, OH
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EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES FOR GRADES 3-12

Attend LIVE 
workshop

Watch ONLINE
workshop– or –



Direct Ties to Standards
The strategies shared during 

this two-day professional 
development mirror 
the 3-12 grade-level 
expectations outlined 
within the reading and 
writing portions of the 

College & Career-Ready 
Standards. 

After a day-long training with Kristina 
Smekens, teachers leave excited and 
ready to apply new ideas in their own 
classrooms. This is because Kristina 
has a gift for making the complex 
seem simple—for showing teachers 
how to meet the needs of readers and 
writers by bridging the gap between 
education research and  practical, 
classroom-tested strategies that work.

President and lead consultant for 
Smekens Education, Kristina is a 
highly sought after speaker and 
author who has spent more than 
a dozen years supporting K-12 
educators with on-site school 
trainings, regional seminars, and an 
always-growing pool of print, digital, 
and video resources. 

She is well known for offering 
innovative ideas, but also for the 
energetic and enthusiastic way in 
which she delivers every professional 
development session. 

Kristina is the author of several books 
and resources including Launching 
the Writer’s Workshop: Grades K-2, 
Launching the Writer’s Workshop: 
Grades 3-12, Trait-Based Writing: 
Lessons and Activities, and more. 

Kristina Smekens

PS: If you’re not able to attend my live workshop, be sure to check out the on-
demand online workshop!

Expectations are riding high for students to succeed on standardized state and 
national assessments. Therefore,  it’s imperative that teachers have the knowledge and 
know-how to embed instruction into their daily lesson plans that will equip students 
with the skills they need to succeed on the test. But what skills does that include and 
what does it look like at each grade level? And how should you prioritize your time so 
that the most important skills are getting enough emphasis?

It is with these questions in mind that I invite you to join me for two days of fast-
paced, targeted training on how to effectively plan and 
deliver standards-driven reading and 
writing instruction that will equip 
your students with the skills they 
need to pass and excel on state and 
national tests.

During the first day, we'll take 
a close look at the types of texts 
students will encounter on the test, 
along with the corresponding tasks 
that they will be expected to achieve after 
reading. During this portion of the workshop, I'll share lots of practical strategies on 
how to help students root their thinking in textual evidence. 

On the second day, the emphasis shifts toward strategic thinking using Norman 
Webb's Depth of Knowledge and strategies to help students synthesize ideas within 
extended responses.   

At the end of this workshop, you’ll have more than just a better understanding of 
what to expect on standardized assessments. You’ll have the tools necessary to teach 
the most essential reading and writing skills within your own classroom. 

I hope you can join me for this powerful two-day event. Don’t miss this chance to 
learn practical, ready-to-go techniques for addressing the standards with instruction 
that is both fun and challenging for you and your students.

A personal invitation from Kristina Smekens

Teachers who attend this workshop will 
be given a complimentary one-month 
subscription to a corresponding training 
video on webPD, 3 Test-Prep Power 
Strategies, Grades 3-12. Attendees are 
encouraged to share access with every 
colleague in their school, allowing the 
entire staff to learn key concepts from 

Free follow-up for LIVE attendees 

Phone: (888) 376-0448 • Fax: (888) 376-0489 • Online: www.SmekensEducation.com



PREPARE FOR A VARIETY OF PASSAGES
Read multiple texts in one sitting, juggling different author ideas.

ANTICIPATE THE TASKS
Expect a variety of text-dependent questions that are presented in multiple formats.

 Be familiar with academic vocabulary in order to accurately decode questions and prompts.

Attack questions with test-taking tips to identify the best answers.

ROOT THINKING IN TEXTUAL EVIDENCE
Distinguish between what counts as evidence versus what are just details from the passage.

Follow a process for making inferences and answering questions, even when the text is complex. 

Include explanations that demonstrate how evidence supports an inference. 

THINK STRATEGICALLY TO INFER AUTHOR IDEAS 
Determine the main idea/theme of a passage and support it with textual evidence.

Read charts, graphs, and text features to gain information beyond what is stated in the passage.

Evaluate how an author feels about a topic by determining his viewpoint.

Draw comparisons across literature and informational texts.

SYNTHESIZE IDEAS WITHIN EXTENDED RESPONSES 
Generate an informative or argumentative response after analyzing the literary qualities of a text.  

Generate an on-demand research writing based on information gleaned from multiple texts.

Generate a narrative response that maintains the plot details from the original passage.

Workshop Overview 
In this era of high-stakes testing, it’s never 
been more important for students to enter 
into standardized assessments with essential 
skills and personal confidence. Throughout 
this two-day workshop, teachers in grades 
3-12 will learn explicit literacy strategies 
students need in order to be successful on 
state and national assessments. (Specific 
references will be made to the ECA, SAT, ACT, 
and AP exams, ILEARN, PARCC, & Smarter 
Balanced assessments.)

2-DAY WORKSHOP

DAY 1– Itinerary
7:30–8:30 a.m. 
Registration & breakfast snack

8:30–10:00 a.m.
Prepare for a variety of passages—  

STRATEGY #1

Anticipate the assessment tasks— 
STRATEGIES #2-3

10:00–10:15 a.m. 
Morning break & book shopping

10:15–11:30 a.m.
Identify the best answers— 

STRATEGY #4

11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m. 
Enjoy lunch on your own

12:45–2:00 p.m.
Root thinking in textual  

evidence— STRATEGIES #5-6

2:00–2:15 p.m. 
Afternoon break & book shopping

2:15–3:30 p.m.
Explain evidence thoroughly— 

STRATEGY #7

DAY 2– Itinerary
7:30–8:30 a.m. 
Sign-in & breakfast snack

8:30–10:00 a.m.
Recognize main ideas in traditional 

text, visual text, & text features—
STRATEGIES #8-9 

10:00–10:15 a.m. 
Morning break & book shopping

10:15–11:30 a.m.
Evaluate viewpoints in one or 

more texts— STRATEGIES #10-11

11:30 a.m.–12:45 p.m. 
Enjoy lunch on your own

12:45–2:00 p.m.
Synthesize texts to produce 

literary analyses— STRATEGY #12 

2:00–2:15 p.m. 
Afternoon break & book shopping

2:15–3:30 p.m.
Respond to texts in argumentative 

and narrative essays – 
STRATEGIES #13-14

Prioritize test-prep literacy skills  
for your students  
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Phone: (888) 376-0448 • Fax: (888) 376-0489 • Online: www.SmekensEducation.com

Three reasons to attend  
this workshop
1. High-stakes testing affects everyone.
How students perform on standardized reading and writing tests 
has far-reaching implications for students, teachers, and schools. 
Insights into the requirements for test success are needed now more 
than ever before.

2. Success on standardized tests is only part of the 
goal.
With mastery of academic standards as the ultimate goal, targeted 
and intentional preparation for the state assessment helps students 
improve as readers and writers for the test and beyond.   

3. Success on the test requires explicit instruction.
Kristina Smekens will share strategies to embed rigorous reading 
and writing instruction into your yearlong curriculum so that stu-
dents are equipped with the most essential literacy skills.  

Top questions teachers ask about . . .

Standardized assessments
u What's different about the testing expectations under the new 

standards than those assessments administered previously? 

u How can I intentionally prepare students for state and national 
assessments without simply "teaching to the test"?

u How should I prioritize my yearlong planning so that students 
are adequately prepared for the state and national assessment? 

u Beyond the English/language arts curriculum, what can be done 
in the content areas to cultivate critical reading and writing 
skills?

u How can I differentiate my instruction to help struggling 
readers pass the test? 

u For my high-ability students, what unique instruction do they 
need in order to exceed expectations on state assessments? 

Kristina provides the answers to these questions 
and many more!

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 
January 9 & 10, 2019
The Wellington  
9775 N by NE Blvd, Fishers, IN 46037
Phone: (317) 712-3475

MERRILLVILLE, IN 
January 23 & 24, 2019
Avalon Manor; 3550 E. Lincoln Hwy., 
Merrillville, IN 46410
Phone: (219) 945-0888

LODGING RECOMMENDATION: Hilton Garden Inn Indianapolis Northeast/
Fishers; 9785 N by NE Blvd., Fishers, IN 46037; Phone: (317) 577-5900

LODGING RECOMMENDATION: Hilton Garden Inn Merrillville
7775 Mississippi St., Merrillville, IN 46410; Phone: (219) 769-7100

COLUMBUS, OH
January 16 & 17, 2019
Courtyard by Marriott West; 2350 
Westbelt Dr., Columbus, OH 43228
Phone: (614) 771-8999

Live Workshop locations

INDIANA OHIO

Continuing Education Credit
With prior approval from the attendee’s school district, participants may 
receive credit for 10.5 hours of professional development for attending this 
two-day workshop. Attendees receive a Certificate of Completion, which 
can be used to verify attendance. More information about how this work-
shop fulfills your state’s unique continuing education requirements can be 
found on our website at www.SmekensEducation.com/credit.html.

Graduate Credit
Thanks to a partnership with the Midwest Teachers Institute, attendees 
may elect to pursue three university-level graduate credits after attending 
both days of this workshop. These are non-degree credits designed for pro-
fessional certification renewals and salary step increases. (Check with your 
district or employers to determine their policies for pay increases.) Registra-
tion details will be shared during the workshop. The cost of graduate credit 
is $375 and is separate from the cost of attending a workshop.

I always come away with fresh ideas!”
Always inspiring!“

Samantha Walterman • master teacher at Winchester Village Elementary School, Indianapolis, IN

NEED A HOTEL ROOM?
Smekens Education has 
negotiated discount 
hotel rates at each 
workshop location. 



14 Power Strategies to Boost Achievement on Standardized Tests

1. Select the workshop.

DAY 1-2
14 POWER STRATEGIES

INDIANAPOLIS, IN   JAN. 9-10, 2019

COLUMBUS, OH  JAN. 16-17, 2019

MERRILLVILLE, IN  JAN. 23-24, 2019

– or –

 __________________

• Enjoy 30-day on-demand access to the entire 
workshop video. 

• Watch the video on any device and when it's 
convenient for you.

• Revisit the video as often as you like during the 
30-day access period.

• Receive the full-color handout as a PDF 
download.

• Purchase access for the entire staff, allowing for 
building-wide implementation. (Group discounts 
available!)

Live workshop benefits

Online workshop benefits

FOUR WAYS TO REGISTER:
ONLINE: 

www.SmekensEducation.com
PHONE: 

(888) 376-0448
FAX:

(888) 376-0489

MAIL:
Smekens Education  

P.O. Box 332 
Warren, IN 46792       

Verified View
A completion certificate is available 
for download at the end of the online 
workshop video, but you do not have 
the flexibility to jump ahead.

Flexible View
No completion certificates are awarded, 
but you have the flexibility to jump 
ahead in the video.

Online viewing options

3. Choose your workshop option below.

 
PAYMENT:  Check made payable to Smekens Education Solutions, Inc.

 Purchase Order attached (#______________________) 

Charge to:   Visa   Mastercard   Discover

Card Number Expiration Date

Authorized signature: X ________________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s name (PLEASE PRINT): ____________________________________________________

TOTAL 
Amount Due:

$

OPTIONAL ADD-ON:  On-site bookstore voucher   $25   $50   $100   Other $_____

LIVE WORKSHOP
 One person       Team of 3+
$435                         $423 per person

ONLINE WORKSHOP
 One person       Team of 3+
$265                         $253 per person

Check one:

LIVE WORKSHOP

ONLINE WORKSHOP

Included for everyone
Exclusive Web Resources: Enjoy lifetime access 
to the members-only “secret website” that features 
lessons, templates, web links, videos, and more.

Great Ideas: Teachers leave Smekens workshops 
with innovative strategies for applying research-
based concepts. 

High-Energy Instruction: Kristina Smekens has a 
knack for motivating and encouraging teachers as 
she shares practical, classroom-tested strategies 
that work. 

YOU CHOOSE THE DATE!

VERIFIED VIEW           FLEXIBLE VIEW

• Connect with Kristina Smekens in person to ask 
questions or seek one-on-one support.

•  Receive a binder containing the full-color 
printed handout, along with accompanying 
materials.

• Shop at the on-site bookstore for immediate 
access to related books and resources.

• Enjoy complimentary refreshments throughout 
the day.

• Receive a free follow-up video to assist with 
building-wide implementation.

• Bring your principal for free with the paid 
registration of at least one staff member. 
(Registration is still required & substitutions are 
not permitted.)

• Save 10% when you attend with a team of 10 or 
more. 

Indicate start date for 30-day access.

2. Complete the registration form below.

Attendee name:  Grade level:

District or Diocese:

School:    
  
School address:

City/State/Zip:

School phone:    
  
Title:    
                   
Attendee email:

Teacher Literacy Coach  Principal  Other Admin



P.O. Box 332
Warren, IN 46792

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES FOR GRADES 3-12

ATTEND LIVE

WATCH ON-DEMAND
– or –

THIS WINTER:
JANUARY
9-10 – Indianapolis, IN
16-17 – Columbus, OH
23-24 – Merrillville, IN

Also on target for: 
• Grades 3-12 Language Arts Teachers
• Grades 6-12 Content-Area Teachers
• Literacy Coaches/Coordinators
• Title I Teachers/Directors
• ELL Teachers
• Special Education Teachers
• Grades K-12 High-Ability Teachers
• Elementary and Secondary Principals 

& Assistant Principals

14Strategies
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to Boost 
Reading & Writing Achievement 

on Standardized Tests

“This presentation helped 
provide clarity of what’s 
really important and 
how it can specifically 
be accomplished in a 
classroom.” 
Adie McHugh • teacher at 
Palos East Elementary School, 
Palos Heights, IL

INDIANA OHIO




