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Class Clown

Eyes in the back 

of your head

ELEMENTARY
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IN THIS DOWNLOAD YOU’LL FIND:

Page 3 | A parent letter explaining idiom costumes

Pages 4-5 | A photo collage of example costumes

L.4.5b Recognize and 
explain the meaning of 
common idioms, adages, 
and proverbs.

CCR.R.4 Interpret words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including…�gurative 
meanings, and analyze how speci�c word 
choices shape meaning or tone.

CCR.L.5 Demonstrate an 
understanding of word 
relationships and nuances 
in word meanings.

ideascostume

GET THE BALL ROLLING

Idiomatic meaning:  
start something

Sentence:  
At �rst the party was a 

dud, but then we put on 
some music and that got 

the ball rolling.

Identifying idioms is an important part of understanding �gurative language.  

To begin this unit, present mini-lessons that include examples of idiomatic 

phrases and explain their literal versus �gurative meanings. 

Teach students to identify idioms within a text and how to decode their 

�gurative meaning. Then, discuss how authors intend the idiom to be utilized 

within a text with modeling. Have students apply their knowledge of idioms 

within written responses and writing prompts. 

To culminate this unit of study, have each student select an idiom to portray 

literally. When submitting their selections, students must be able to explain 

the �gurative meaning of the idiom they have chosen to represent, as well as 

be able to provide an example of their idiom in context. This is a fun activity to 

culminate and demonstrate a student’s understanding of idioms.

AS EASY AS PIE

Idiomatic meaning:  
a simple task

Sentence:  
Yesterday’s math 

homework was as easy 
as pie.

HIT THE HAY

Idiomatic meaning:  
go to bed

Sentence:  
After an all-day �eld trip, 
the kids were ready to hit 

the hay.

ON PINS AND NEEDLES

Idiomatic meaning:  
nervous or anxious, 

anticipating something

Sentence:  
She was on pins and 

needles waiting to give her 
speech to the entire school.

IDIOM EXAMPLES

CREDITS: Blokletter font courtesy of LeFly Fonts & Clip art courtesy of Lettering Delights
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Parents,

An important part of comprehension within a text requires that 

students understand the use of �gurative language. We are beginning an 

emphasis on �gurative language with a focus on idioms.

As a culminating activity, I would like for each student to come to school 

dressed as his/her favorite idiom on _______________________. (Shhh! 

Students, don’t tell anyone what idiom you are; the fun will be trying to 

guess what idiom people are dressed as!)

Common idioms are displayed around this letter, and your child will bring 

home several lists over the next couple of weeks. In addition, there are some 

example Idiom Costumes on the next page to get you thinking. 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me.  

Sincerely,
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Snug as 

a bug in 

a rug

Eyes in the back 

of your head

Out of this world
Lend me an earRead between 

the lines

Butter�ies in your stomachOne sick puppy Don’t count your 

chickens before 

they hatch

Made of money

Class Clown


