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Here’s what it means...

Quickly memorizing definitions for a vocabulary quiz does not grow 

your child’s vocabulary. For academic success, he must work with 

words in different ways and over many days. 

LITERACY 

LEARNING GUIDES

Expanding 
Vocabulary

For 

students to 

accurately use a 

word in writing, they 

first need to hear it, 

see it, and say it 

in context. 

Although a high–achieving 

student needs as few as 

4 experiences, a struggling 

student may need as many 

as 40 interactions with 

one word before he 

truly knows it.

 
The average 

student needs to 

work with one new 

word 14 times before 

he masters its 

meaning. 


