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PERSUASIVE WRITING SKILLS 
EPISODE 5 | Essential skills to teach writers

GRADES K-5

Possible mini-lesson skills:

DETERMINE THE STRONGEST SIDE in 4 steps. 

• STEP 1: Identify  
the different sides.

• Step 2: List  
details or facts  
for each side.

• Step 3: Study 
the lists.

• Step 4: Decide 
on the strongest  
side.

DOGS CATS

WRITE THE OPINION.
• Model how to start a 

persuasive with WHAT I THINK 
(i.e., the writer’s opinion) 
about a debatable topic. 

• PROPOSALS intend to persuade someone  
to approve an idea or fund a project.

• SUGGESTIONS are brief and informal 
recommendations for how to improve 
something.

• REQUESTS are more formal persuasive 
writing asking for specific information, 
permission, or resources. 

• RECOMMENDATIONS are personal 
endorsements or testimonials of a product, 
service, person, or idea. It aims to convince 
others to DO or NOT do something, based 
on the writer’s experience.

• Persuasive LETTERS and SPEECHES are 
directed to a particular audience.  
Although they may be more casual in 
language, they provide very targeted 
reasons.

• Persuasive ESSAYS don’t target a 
particular audience and thus remain  
more formal and offer universal reasons. 

• SHORT CONSTRUCTED RESPONSES require 
the writer to draw a conclusion or make 
an inference and support it with evidence 
from the text.

Describe DEBATABLE TOPICS. 
• Review the writer’s purpose 

when composing informative 
vs. persuasive pieces. 

INFORM: 
TO TEACH

PERSUADE: 
TO CONVINCE

• Snuggle with you
• Wag their tails when they’re happy
• Need to take them on a walk
• Play fetch
• Lick you
• Show you they love you
• Can do tricks
• Jump up on you
• Need a bath
• Could be really big and take up 

lots of space
• Food comes in giant heavy bags

• Clean themselves 
by licking

• Sometimes they 
cuddle with you

• Hide a lot
• Lay around
• Small and don’t take 

up lots of a space
• Food comes in little 

easy cans

Dogs make 
the best pets.

OPINION

TOPIC

OPINION + SUPPORT

PERSUASION

dog

S K I L L  # 1   WRITE THE OPINION
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Possible mini-lesson skills:

NEXT 
STEPS

BABY STEP: Access the persuasive 
writing template appropriate for 
your grade level. 

DISCUSSION 
POINTS

The video stated that all persuasive 
genres follow a WHAT-&-WHY text 

structure. What about this was 
known and/or new? 

Consider how the academic 
language of FACT and OPINION fit 
into persuasive writing instruction. 

• K-1 | The WHAT train engine is the 
writer’s opinion. The WHY train 
cars are details or facts.

• GRADES 2-5 | The tablecloth and 
table-top reasons are the writer’s 
opinions. The table-leg details are 
evidence or facts. 

Discuss the idea of primary grades 
defining the Why as “details” and 
the intermediate grades defining it 
as “reasons supported with details.”

K-1  |  Restate the OPINION. 

• Reiterate WHAT you want.
• Reveal HOW you’d FEEL if WHAT 

you wanted was agreed to.

S K I L L  # 2   PROVIDE REASONS

Possible mini-lesson skills:

GRADES 2-5 

Group listed 
details to 

come up with 
a reason.

S K I L L  # 3   SUPPORT WITH EVIDENCE

Possible mini-lesson skills:

Introduce the What-and-Why text structure of all persuasive genres.

OR

GRADES 2-5  |  Restate the OPINION 
while reviewing the REASONS.

GRADES 3-5  |  Provide a CALL TO ACTION.

Dogs make the best pets because they 

can be trained, show their love, and get 
excited to see their owners.

S K I L L  # 4   CONCLUDE THE WRITING

Dogs make their owners’ lives so much 
better. So don’t wait! Get a dog today!

GRADES 2-5  |  
Develop a broad 

reason with specifics. 
Consider ways, 

types, examples, or 
situations.

 Train them to do things  Show you they love you

 Play fetch

 Roll over or shake hands

 Do tricks

 Follow owner from room to room

 Lie nearby when owner is sick

 Growls at noises to protect owner

dog dog happy

lick

WHAT =

OPINION
WHY = SPECIFIC DETAILS

& SMALL EXAMPLES

dog lick fetch walk

Writing Template

BIGGER STEP: Use AI to generate a 
writing sample that depicts:

• K-1 | An opinion with 3 listed details.

• GRADES 2-5 | An opinion and 1-3 
reasons that are each developed 
with supporting details. 

Writing Template

WHAT = 

OPINION
WHY = REASONS SUPPORTED 

WITH SPECIFIC DETAILS
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