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CLAIM + SUPPORT

1-SIDED ARGUMENTS

- Commercial

- Advertisement

- Political propaganda

* Recommendation

- Persuasive letter

* Persuasive speech

- Persuasive essay

+ Short constructed response

CLAIM + SUPPORT
+ COUNTERCLAIM

2-SIDED ARGUMENTS

« Pro-con list
- Debate

« Argumentative
research paper

« Argumentative analysis

An argument for NOT
teaching counterclaims
within sixth grade.

SKILL #1

Possible mini-lesson skills:

L—) Describe DEBATABLE TOPICS.

« Review the writer’'s purpose
when composing informative
vs. argumentative pieces.
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Le DETERMINE THE STRONGEST SIDE in 4 steps.
- STEP 1: Identify the different sides.

- Step 2: List details or facts for each side.

* Step 3: Study the lists.

. Step 4: Decide on the strongest side.

L% WRITE THE INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH.
« Provide background information
about the issue or subject matter.
* Insert the claim statement.

(Background )
[knowledge ]
Claim

« GRADES 7-12 | Precede the claim
with the opposing viewpoint.

INTRODUCE THE CLAIM & COUNTERCLAIM

PRO: For
genetic engineering

CON: Against
genetic engineering

- If the genes were different, some
diseases would not exist.

- Genes can make food better.

- People could live a lot longer if they
didn't get diseases.

» Genetically improved plants don't
need as many pesticides.

« Kids would be healthy at birth.

- Plants grow better.

» Foods could include more vitamins.
» Cancer could be cured.

- Soybeans have been created with
healthier oils that can replace
trans fats.

- Babies would be born without
defects.

» People could be healthier when
they get older.

- Diseases that are getting worse
could be stopped.
» Foods taste better.

« Foods could have medicine in
them.

» Healthy changes to genes could be
implanted into a baby while it's in
the womb.

» Pink pineapples are genetically
modified fruit that taste sweeter
and stay fresh longer.

- Changing people’s genes is wrong.

+ People who refused to participate
could be discriminated against.

« Making changes in genetics is like
playing God.

» Scientists may want to do more
than cure diseases.

+ Genetic testing could show if
someone has a fatal disease, but if
it's incurable, knowing that would
decrease the quality of life.

« It's possible that messing with
genes could make new genetic
problems.

- Changing things inside the body
might make things worse.

- Even though diseases cause death,
they help keep population down.

- Scientists don’t really know the
effects of these changes.

» People may lose all the things that
make them different.

- Like a double-muscled Belgian blue
cow breed.

- People are already living longer, so
maybe there could be too many
people.

« Changing the genes may get rid of
some unique things about people.

« Making genetic changes could
cause problems in society.

« Scientists don't know everything
about how the body works.

+ Deadly viruses could be created

and released to certain people
groups.
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SKILL #3 SUPPORT WITH EVIDENCE

Possible mini-lesson skills:

SKILL #2 PROVIDE REASONS

Possible mini-lesson skills:

Le Develop each body paragraph by presenting
the text evidence that generated the reason.

Le Introduce the What-and-Why text
structure of all argumentative genres.

Le GRADES 9-12 | Consider “legs” of limitation
and weakness per table-top reason.

Le Group literal text details to
infer a broad reason.

WHAT = CLAIM WHY = REASONS WITH TEXT EVIDENCE COUNTERCLAIM
‘II ‘. ‘I".' ‘II ‘. ‘I".' ‘II ‘,u ‘I"' ‘II L ‘l"l
L | | | | | L |
What & Why | One-Sided Argument GRADE 6 GRADES 7-8 GRADES 9-12
GRADE 6 s One reason... One reason... One reason...
C()?' s W W ima A second A second reason....

(U] v (U A third reason.... The opposition... I\ TR MR o

A third reason.... On the other hand...

A third reason....

GRADES 7-12

SKILL #4 CONCLUDE THE WRITING

Possible mini-lesson skills:

COUNTERCLAIM

l > Reiterate the claim Genetic engineering may offer the potential

(and counterclaim)
more succinctly.

to eliminate diseases and improve health,
but its serious risks and unforeseen problems = CLAIM
make it a path that should not be pursued.

L% Emphasize what's at
stake if the writer’'s

claim isn't accepted.

Rushing into genetic engineering of
humans, risks the future of humanity itself.

?Q DISCUSSION

POINTS

The video stated that the writer finds
text evidence, but he must infer his own
reasons. What about this was known
and/or is new to you?

Discuss the table analogy and its
representation of claims, reasons, &
evidence. What would be valuable to
communicate to students?

How has your understanding of this
standard changed &/or deepened
regarding the..

« Choosing of a side?
- Development of reasons?
- Inclusion/Exclusion of the opposition?

NEXT
STEPS

BABY STEP: Review your grade-level
argumentative writing standards.
Were there any skills that you had
OVERLOOKED and/or MISINTERPRETED?

BIGGER STEP: Use Al to generate
examples of the SAME TOPIC presented
in one and two-sided arguments.

+ Generate a one-sided argument.

* Revise to insert a counterclaim within
the introduction and to add a single
body paragraph in support of the
opposition.

« Revise again to include limitations for
each reason in support of the clam.
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