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Imagine a half a dozen students standing 

at the end of the street. It’s a dark morning 

at 7:00 a.m. The students are huddled 

together. Several are hugging themselves. 

Others are jumping up and down. And still 

others are rubbing their hands together 

and huffing on them. When the bus 

arrives, one student hollers, “Bus!” All of the 

students run to get on the vehicle.

Infer the 

season.

SHORT CONSTRUCTED RESPONSES 
EPISODE 6 | Write about reading 

ELEMENTARY

RAP

BEE

CER

RACE

RADD

PEEL

MA’AM

Add PROOF…

Provide EVIDENCE… 

Provide EVIDENCE…

CITE evidence…

DESCRIBE evidence…

Provide 2 pieces of EVIDENCE…

Supported with 2 AUTHOR details…

& explanation.

& EXPLAIN it.

& explain your REASONING.

& EXPLAIN it.

& DISCUSS how it fits.

& LINK them together.

& MY explanation.

PART 2: EVIDENCE

WHY I THINK IT

PART 3: EXPLANATION

HOW I KNOW

REPEAT prompt with ANSWER.

BEGIN with the answer. 

State CLAIM. 

REPEAT prompt with ANSWER.

REPEAT prompt with ANSWER.

Make the POINT. 

MY answer…

WHAT I THINK

PART 1: ANSWER

3 Parts of Short
Constructed-Response Formulas

OPINION + SUPPORT

PERSUASIVE

Who am I?

I gallop gracefully on the 

grassy plains of Africa. The 

Lion is my worst enemy. 

Make a prediction.

Imagine a half a dozen students standing at the end of the 

street. It’s a dark morning at 7:00 a.m. The students are huddled 

together. Several are hugging themselves. Others are jumping 

up and down. And still others are rubbing their hands together 

and huffing on them. When the bus arrives, one student hollers, 

“Bus!” All of the students run to get on the vehicle.

Infer the season.

The season is winter._ PART 1: 
ANSWER

PART 1: 
ANSWERD
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PRIMARY | Restate the answer.

PRIMARY | Draw close-up details.

• Adjectives   • Sensory details 

• Setting details •  Action verbs

DISCUSSION 
POINTS

Discuss the possibility 

of ALL grade levels 

teaching short 

constructed-response 

writing— regardless if 

students are writing 

sentences or not. 

NEXT STEPS
BABY STEP: Review 

your state rubric for 

short constructed 

responses. 

Determine which 

of the 3 parts 

are required to 

meet grade-level 

expectations. 

BIGGER STEP: Identify an 

inferential question asked 

about a previously-

read text. Generate 

a grade-appropriate 

written response to use 

as your I-do model when 

teaching each part of the 

formula.

What are the various acronyms, formulas, 

or academic language teachers are 

using with students? Gauge consistency 

and if a future conversation is warranted.

Determine students’ strengths and 

weaknesses regarding each facet of the 

response.

• WHAT | Answer

• WHY | Evidence

• HOW | Explanation

PART 2: EVIDENCE PART 3: EXPLANATION

INTERMEDIATE | Introduce evidence. 

• According to the passage…  • The author also…

• The text states…   • The text also states…

• One example in the text…  • A second detail in the text…

The season is winter. One example in the text is that 

students are rubbing their hands together and huffing 

on them. The text also states that students are huddled 

together and hugging themselves.

Background Knowledge = Text Evidence

INTERMEDIATE | Write the final sentence.

These details prove that this scene occurs in the winter because 

these are things people do to keep warm when it’s cold outside.

How are the text 

details related to 

the answer?

• as a result
• because
• consequently
• so
• since
• therefore

• This shows… 
• This demonstrates… 
• These details prove…

These are things people 

do to keep warm when 

it’s cold outside.

becauseThese details prove 

that this scene 

occurs in the winter.

EXPLANATION+ ANSWER CONJUNCTION + 

+ + 

D
O

 N
O

T C
O

PY


