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Not a breeze cooled Sarah, nor a cloud protected her as she stepped onto the 

beach. The sun was scorching, and the humidity sapped her strength. Sweat 

dripped down Sarah’s face, neck, and arms, mingling with the sunscreen she had 

carefully applied at home. She tried to blot it away with her towel, but instead 

of absorbing, it just spread the mixture around, making her skin feel sticky and 

uneven. Giving up, she sank into her lounge chair, just as a family with four kids 

crammed in right next to her. While the parents set up their space, the kids darted 

around, tossing dry, hot sand in her direction. Sarah glanced down at the granules 

clinging to her damp skin; a faint sound escaping her as she attempted to wipe 

them away.

Determine the narrator’s perspective.

The narrator is irritated._ PART 1: 
ANSWER

SHORT CONSTRUCTED RESPONSES 
EPISODE 6 | Write about reading

SECONDARY

Not a breeze cooled Sarah, nor a cloud protected her as she stepped onto the 

beach. The sun was scorching, and the humidity sapped her strength. Sweat 

dripped down Sarah’s face, neck, and arms, mingling with the sunscreen she had 

carefully applied at home. She tried to blot it away with her towel, but instead of 

absorbing, it just spread the mixture around, making her skin feel sticky and uneven. 

Giving up, she sank into her lounge chair, just as a family with four kids crammed 

in right next to her. While the parents set up their space, the kids darted around, 

tossing dry, hot sand in her direction. Sarah glanced down at the granules clinging 

to her damp skin; a faint sound escaping her as she attempted to wipe them away.

Determine 

the narrator’s 

perspective.

RAP

BEE

CER

RACE

RADD

PEEL

MA’AM

Add PROOF…

Provide EVIDENCE… 

Provide EVIDENCE…

CITE evidence…

DESCRIBE evidence…

Provide 2 pieces of EVIDENCE…

Supported with 2 AUTHOR details…

& explanation.

& EXPLAIN it.

& explain your REASONING.

& EXPLAIN it.

& DISCUSS how it fits.

& LINK them together.

& MY explanation.

PART 2: EVIDENCE

WHY I THINK IT

PART 3: EXPLANATION

HOW I KNOW

REPEAT prompt with ANSWER.

BEGIN with the answer. 

State CLAIM. 

REPEAT prompt with ANSWER.

REPEAT prompt with ANSWER.

Make the POINT. 

MY answer…

WHAT I THINK

PART 1: ANSWER

3 Parts of Short
Constructed-Response Formulas

OPINION + SUPPORT

ONE-SIDED ARGUMENT
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DISCUSSION 
POINTS

What are the various 

constructed-response 

acronyms, formulas, or 

academic language teachers 

are using with students? Gauge 

consistency and if a future 

conversation is warranted.

Determine students’ strengths 

and weaknesses regarding each 

facet of the response.

• WHAT | Answer

• WHY | Evidence

• HOW | Explanation

Share your thoughts on 

the suggestion to withhold 

“because” from the first sentence 

and use it in the final sentence.  

NEXT STEPS
BABY STEP: Review 

your state rubric for 

short constructed 

responses. 

Determine which 

of the 3 parts 

are required to 

meet grade-level 

expectations. 

BIGGER STEP: Identify an 

inferential question asked 

about a previously-

read text. Generate 

a grade-appropriate 

written response to use 

as your I-do model when 

teaching each part of the 

formula.

Background Knowledge = Explanation & Reasoning

PART 3: EXPLANATIONPART 2: EVIDENCE

The narrator is irritated. One 

example in the text is when “the 

kids darted around, tossing dry, hot 

sand in her direction” and “Sarah 

glanced down at the granules 

clinging to her damp skin; a 

faint sound escaping her as she 

attempted to wipe them away.” 

Background Knowledge = Text Evidence

The text also states that 

“sweat dripped down 

Sarah’s face, neck, and 

arms, mingling with 

the sunscreen she had 

carefully applied at 

home... making her skin 

feel sticky and uneven.”

Introduce evidence. 
• According to the passage…      • The author also…

• The text states…       • The text also states…

• One example in the text…      • A second detail in the text…

Write the final sentence.

These details show that the narrator is irritated because 

these factors prevent Sarah from relaxing at the beach.

How are the text 

details related to 

the answer?

• as a result
• because
• consequently
• so
• since
• therefore

• This shows… 
• This demonstrates… 
• These details prove…

These factors prevent Sarah 

from relaxing at the beach.

becauseThese details show that 

the narrator is irritated.

EXPLANATION+ ANSWER CONJUNCTION + 

+ + 

One example in the text is when Sarah let out “a ANSWER BLENDED EVIDENCEThe narrator is irritated.

faint sound” when she couldn’t “wipe” away the “dry, hot sand” that was “clinging to her damp skin.”

This suggests that Sarah did not want sand on her. The text also states ELABORATION BLENDED EVIDENCE

This implies she is that Sarah felt “sticky” as her “sweat” was “mingling with the sunscreen.” ELABORATION

EXPLANATION These details show that the narrator is irritated because these now hot and uncomfortable.

factors prevent Sarah from relaxing at the beach.

Blend evidence—rather 
than kerplunking it. 

Elaborate on evidence. 
• This matters because…

• This means…

• This suggests…

• This is important…

POLISH THE RESPONSE
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