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TRADITIONAL GENRES

* A PERSONAL NARRATIVE is a true
story about one’s own experience.

« REALISTIC FICTION is a made-up
story that COULD happen in real life
(e.g., a short story, adventure story,
or mystery, etc.).

+ A FANTASY involves magical or
supernatural elements (e.g, fairy
tales, fables, myths, legends, etc.).

« A PLAY or DRAMA is a story written
in script form and told through
performance.

+ A GRAPHIC NOVEL tell stories
through a mix of visual art and text.

NARRATIVE RESPONSES

« CONTINUE THE STORY by imagining

what happens next or exploring a
future event.

 RETELL a story from another
character’'s VIEWPOINT.

» Write FICTION BASED ON FACT.
Create a fictional story inspired
by information learned from
nonfiction texts (e.g., historical or
science fiction).

SKILL #1 DESCRIBE A PROBLEM - e
Possible mini-lesson skills: v [ ] ﬂ ;
L% Describe narrative

writing like an
airplane flight.

NARRATIVE:
TO ENTERTAIN 9

L% Identify the 3 types of character problems. C()? Access the PROBLEM emojis.

- a friend
- a family member
- an enemy

» a classmate
- an authority figure
« superhero/supernatural being

Problem with
SOMEONE

- technology/machine malfunction
- a physical object
+ a wild animal encounter

Problem with
SOMETHING

- an unavoidable accident
- a weather event
- a natural disaster

* a poor attitude/unmotivated
- low self-esteem
- fear of failure

Problem with
HIMSELF

- a bad habit
« selfish behavior
- a tough choice

SKILL #2 CONCLUDE WITH A SOLUTION

Possible mini-lesson skills:

L% Identify

=% helps - an adult * d neighbor
the 3 ( GIO",‘}Q\ + a family member - a stranger
types \l'l-iﬁif_f Jy - a friend - a superhero/supernatural being
of story
solutions. * an object - a signal or clue
ing - a tool or piece of technology « d key or hidden treasure

- a skill or technique

e
comelhig - end the day/go to bed
CHAN - it's no longer important

3§5 ey

- a change in attitude

« a map, book, or guide

- face consequences & move on
- get more chances/attempts
» arule changes
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SKILL #3 REVEAL THE CHARACTER(S) CHARACTER & SETTING PROBLEM SOLUTION
Possible mini-lesson skills: S A 6T flickssand | g8 * Boy apologizes &
<L L in the eye LT i helps wash it out
L% Consider | BEGINNING - - MIDDLE - . ENDING - —
the most . #=. + Tide comesin someligd - Realize it happens
; WHO does it [(d@)" & washes away every day & can
important - =5 :
details to happen to: WHAT is the HOW is it - ' sand castle iy oy start over
include TR PROBLEM? SOLVED? — n
: _ (G - Finda Somhepe?  « Parent helps find
in th_e . WHEN does it Two boys were at the 'V{Jj} ! diamond ring f@?}, AR a security guard
beginning. happen? beach playing in the sand. -.._\_j_;,"f h sy
SKILL #4 SEQUENCE THE DETAILS
Possible mini-lesson skills:
Le Stretch CHARACTERS PROBLEM STRETCH THE MIDDLE SOLUTION
the middle Character
with more & Setting SETTING %)
details. | Yo b
Thoughts,
Problem Feelings, . | - - R ‘
Q) Access the R,;‘;f;g’:es' _OreHme-when my My homgtec bt meon —Ouch] "1+ wos Bledirg Then my mom put o
Storyboard | tuzens wereatmyhue The fenger. and - shing i - bande S
Template.
Solution

Describe the potential impact of
teaching students to make their
stories longer by adding more
details to the middle.

* K-1| What do you think of
taping the different parts
together to demonstrate where
to put more middle details?

* GRADES 2-5 | What is
your opinion of the 5-box
Storyboard to support writers
in stretching the middle?

?@ DISCUSSION

POINTS

Discuss your opinion of
emphasizing a story’s problem
first— before its character & setting.

Would you consider using
photographs as a way to have
kids practice thinking of potential
problems and solutions? Where
would you find such images?

During the
TAKEAWAYS portion
of the video, you
heard “Everything is
NOT a story.” Do you
tend to use “story”
as a broad term for
ALL student writing?
What are alternative
words to use so as
not to confuse your
students?

NEXT
STEPS

BABY STEP: Acquire several kid-friendly
photographs that depict characters in
settings your students could relate to.

BIGGER STEP: Plan several possible
problems and potential solutions

for the SAME ONE photo. Use this to
introduce your students to the types of
problems and solutions they could plan
into their own future narratives.
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