TEACH

LUULY) WRITE ABOUT TOPICS & TEXTS

EPISODE 9 | Plan for instruction & practice within every unit

SMEKENS
EDUCATION
SOLUTIONS

KEY PRINCIPLE #1

Clarify that the end-

of-unit (EOU) product
is the assessment—not
the daily writing topic.

« GENERAL KNOWLEDGE | Writing
about facets of daily school life

« CORE KNOWLEDGE | Writing

about academic subjects

« WRITE FROM TEXTS | Writing that
demonstrates comprehension of

one or more texts

DAY 1

ML: How to inform
with facts about a
topic.

DAY 2

ML: How to inform
with facts about a
topic.

DAY 3

ML: How to inform
with facts about a
topic.

DAY 4

ML: How to include
details.

DAY 5

ML: How to include
details.

WT: PRACTICE

DAY 6

ML: How to stretch
facts and details
into additional
sentences.

WT: PRACTICE

DAY 7

ML: How to stretch
facts and details
into additional
sentences.

WT: PRACTICE

DAY 8

ML: How to stretch
facts and details
into additional
sentences.

WT: PRACTICE

DAY 9

EOU PRODUCT/
ASSESSMENT: Announce
informative writing on
the desert environment.

WT: PRACTICE

WT: PRACTICE

WT: PRACTICE

WT: GAME DAY WT:

WT: PRACTICE

DAY 10

Continue EOU
PRODUCT/ASSESSMENT,
if needed.

KEY PRINCIPLE #2

Practice new
writing skills
with general
knowledge
topics.

« Beware of cognitive
OVER load.

- Lower topic
complexity when
writing skill is new
and unfamiliar.

* Recycle general
knowledge topics
by adjusting for
writing purpose.

LUNCH

L% PERSUADE: H

s iNForM: k #4 s NARRATIVE "i"‘i

Food items/
Menu items

Rules &
Procedures

Persuade cafeteria
workers to add an item.

Explain food & drink
choices.

Tell a story about
spilling something.

Persuade lunch aides
to change arule.

Explain procedures to
leave the table.

Tell a story about a lunch
item that wouldn’t open.

RECESS

Recess games
Recess equipment
Recess weather

SPECIALS

Art
Music
P.E.
Library

PROCEDURES Beginning-of-day procedures
End-of-the-day procedures

Line Leader procedures
Door Holder procedures

Calendar Helper procedures
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KEY PRINCIPLE #3

Plan 3 “topics” for each
day of writing instruction.

STEP1 INTRODUCE

STEP 2 INSTRUCT

STEP 2A STEP 2B
I TELL 1DO
TOPIC #1

STEP 3 INTERACT (1DO AGAIN)
TOPIC #2

STEP 4 CLOSE
TOPICS #3, #4, #5

KEY PRINCIPLE #4

Plan You-do tasks to

mirror I-do models.

« Plan TIME for students to try the
skill in class.

* Plan the general-knowledge
TOPICS students will write about.

« Plan the TASK or immediate
application of the skill.

L7

DISCUSSION
POINTS

During-Unit Practice

« Try out the new skill several times in focused tasks.
» Receive support from peers and the teacher.

* Manage cognitive load: skill is high; topic is low.

» Write only about general knowledge topics.

+ Avoid grading—typically.

DAY 1

ML: How to inform with
facts about a topic.
List all known info
using the real names
of things.

1 DO/You watch:
Red light/Green light

1 DO again/You help:
Tic-Tac-Toe Relay

DAY 2

ML: How to inform

with facts about a
topic. List facts about
different steps, parts, &
procedures.

1 DO/You watch:
Red light/Green light

1 DO again/You help:
Tic-Tac-Toe Relay

DAY 3

ML: How to inform

with facts about a
topic. List action verbs
related to the facts.

1 DO/You watch:
Red light/Green light

1 DO again/You help:
Tic-Tac-Toe Relay

DAY 4

ML: How to include
details. Reread facts
(nouns) and add
small, close-up
details (adjectives).

1 DO/You watch:
Red light/Green light

1DO again/You help:
Tic-Tac-Toe Relay

DAY 5

ML: How to include
details. Reread facts
and add sensory
details (5 senses).

1DO/You watch:
Red light/Green light

1DO again/You help:
Tic-Tac-Toe Relay

WT: YOU DO/I help
Monster Ball

Blob Tag

Fleas Off the Parachute

DAY 6

ML: How to stretch
facts and details
into additional
sentences. Reveal
different ways to
structure the topic
sentence.

1 DO/You watch:
Red light/Green light

1DO again/You help:
Tic-Tac-Toe Relay

WT: YOU DO/I help
Monster Ball

Blob Tag

Fleas Off the Parachute

DAY 7

ML: How to stretch
facts and details

into additional
sentences. Find a fact
or detail listed, say

it in a sentence, and
then write it down.

1 DO/You watch:
Red light/Green light

1DO again/You help:
Tic-Tac-Toe Relay

WT: YOU DO/I help
Monster Ball

Blob Tag

Fleas Off the Parachute

DAY 8

ML: How to stretch
facts and details

into additional
sentences. Find 2-3
related words from
the list & put them
into 1 sentence. Say it,
then write it.

1 DO/You watch:

Red light/Green light

1DO again/You help:
Tic-Tac-Toe Relay

WT: YOU DO/I help
Monster Ball

Blob Tag
Fleas Off the Parachute

WT: YOU DO/ help
Monster Ball

Blob Tag

Fleas Off the Parachute

DAY 9

EOU PRODUCT/
ASSESSMENT:
Announce
informative
writing on
the desert
environment.

DAY 10

Continue work on
the EOU PRODUCT/
ASSESSMENT,
if needed.

WT: YOU DO/I help
Monster Ball

Blob Tag
Fleas Off the Parachute

WT: YOU DO/I help
Monster Ball

Blob Tag
Fleas Off the Parachute

End-of-Unit Game Day

WT: YOU DO/I help
Monster Ball

Blob Tag
Fleas Off the Parachute

Review the differences between during-unit and end-of-unit writing
experiences. Identify what was KNOWN & what is NEW. Discuss the
potential implications of following this unit-planning process.

- Demonstrate mastery of cumulative skills.
- Complete an independent writing task.
» Manage cognitive load: skill is low; topic is high.

- Write about general knowledge, core knowledge, or texts.
« Receive a grade.

WT: YOU DO/I watch
Independently

list facts & details
about the desert
environment and
stretch them into
sentences.

NEXT STEPS

BIGGER STEP: Use Al
(e.g., ChatGPT) to
identify several small

BABY STEP: facets of elementary
Plan 3+ school life. Then prompt
“topics” for Al to provide a set of
your next day persuasive, informative,
of writing and narrative topics for
instruction. each one.
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