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Deliver writing instruction.

• Define WHAT the skill is.

• Explain WHY it’s important.

• Describe WHEN and WHERE to use it.

• Focus on HOW to execute it in writing. 

MINI-LESSON

Follow instruction with practice.

• Transition to students attempting the skill.

• Be present to provide support to writers.

WRITING TIME

MAKE TIME FOR WRITING 
EPISODE 1 | Two facets of daily writing
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S E C O N D A R Y  E L A  SCHEDULING CONSIDERATIONS CHOOSE
TO MAKE

TIMETarget 
reading 

and writing 
skills every 

day of a
block 

schedule.

D I S C U S S I O N  POINTS N E X T  STEPS
1. Identify 1 validation you heard and 2 ahas you realized during the video.

2. Describe how often you are currently delivering individual writing 
mini-lessons followed by in-class writing time. 

3. Using the scheduling ideas provided, discuss ways you could massage 
minutes to make more time for writing instruction and in-class practice. 

• Where can you tighten transitions between subjects or activities?

• Is there anything that you can combine to increase efficiency?

BABY STEP: Identify TWO opportunities 
within the next 5-7 days that you could deliver 
a 10-minute writing mini-lesson followed by a 
short, in-class, writing experience. 

BIGGER STEP: Review your daily agenda/
weekly class schedule. Sketch out a revision 
that builds in a mini-lesson & writing time to 
occur more frequently. 
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writing within traditional 50-minute 

class periods.
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If students are seen on 
A or B days only, teach 
and practice BOTH 
reading and writing 
equally within every 
class meeting.
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