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NEXT STEPS

BABY STEP: When 
modeling the FIRST 
example of any writing skill 
this week, be intentional to:

• Do ALL of the work 
yourself. (Don’t let 
students help you.)

• Think Aloud, sharing your 
step-by-step thought 
process. 

BIGGER STEP: Identify 2 
writing skills that you will 
teach in the near future. 
Plan out the 4 steps BEFORE 
delivering the lessons.

A MINI-LESSON IS:

• TIER 1 INSTRUCTION, 
as it’s a grade-
level skill delivered 
to the whole class.

• STANDARDS-
BASED, as it targets 
a specific skill 
outlined within 
the Language Arts 
Writing Standards. 

• “MINI,” as it lasts  
10-15 minutes.

• NARROWLY 
FOCUSED, as it 
addresses a  
single skill.

• STRATEGIC, as it 
describes how to 
do a writing skill.

PLAN MINI-LESSONS 
EPISODE 2 | Four steps of best-practice mini-lessons

GRADES K-12

OPINION WRITING
• ORGANIZATION 

Introduce the topic  
or text.

• IDEAS | State an  
opinion or preference.

• IDEAS | Supply  
reason(s) for the 
opinion. 

• ORGANIZATION 

(Grade 2) Use linking 
words (e.g., because,  
and, also).

• ORGANIZATION  

(Grades 1-2) Provide  
a sense of closure.

INFORMATIVE 

WRITING
• ORGANIZATION 

Introduce a topic  
or text.

• IDEAS | Supply some 
information/facts.

• ORGANIZATION  

(Grades 1-2) Provide  
a sense of closure.

NARRATIVE WRITING
• IDEAS | Establish a character or 

narrator.
• IDEAS | Establish a situation/context.
• IDEAS | (Grades 5-6) Develop 

experiences and events.
• ORGANIZATION | Use temporal 

transitions to convey sequence and 
signal shifts in time and setting. 

• IDEAS | Develop characters  
(e.g., dialogue, actions,  
reactions, thoughts, feelings).

• WORD CHOICE | (Grades 4-6) Use 
precise words and sensory details. 

• ORGANIZATION | Provide a conclusion 
(i.e., solution or resolution).

PERSUASIVE WRITING
• ORGANIZATION | Introduce the 

topic or text.
• IDEAS | State an opinion/claim.
• ORGANIZATION | Create an 

organizational structure.
• IDEAS | Provide reasons. 
• IDEAS | (Grades 4-6) Support  

each reason with facts/evidence.
• ORGANIZATION | (Grades 4-6) 

Group related ideas.
• ORGANIZATION | Link opinion/

claim and reasons (e.g., because, 
therefore, since, for example).

• VOICE | (Grade 6) Maintain 
a formal style.

• ORGANIZATION | Provide a 
concluding statement or  
section related to the opinion.

INFORMATIVE WRITING
• ORGANIZATION | Introduce  

a topic or text.
• ORGANIZATION | Organize  

ideas and information.
• IDEAS | Develop the topic (e.g., facts, 

definitions, quotes, examples, etc.).
• ORGANIZATION | Connect ideas 

within categories using transitions 
(e.g., also, another, and, more, but).

• WORD CHOICE | (Grades 4-6)  
Use precise language/ 
domain-specific vocabulary. 

• VOICE | (Grade 6) Maintain  
a formal style.

• ORGANIZATION | Provide a 
concluding statement or section.

NARRATIVE WRITING
• IDEAS | Establish a narrator or character.
• IDEAS | Establish a situation/context.
• ORGANIZATION | Organize event 

sequence. 
• IDEAS | Use narrative techniques (e.g., 

dialogue, pacing, reflection, multiple plot 
lines).

• ORGANIZATION | Use transitions to convey 
sequence and signal shifts in setting. 

• WORD CHOICE | Use precise words, 
descriptive details, and sensory language.

• ORGANIZATION | Provide a conclusion  
(i.e., solution or resolution).

ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING
• ORGANIZATION | Introduce the claim.
• IDEAS | Support the claim with logical 

reasoning and relevant, credible, and 
accurate evidence.

• IDEAS | Acknowledge opposing claims. 
• IDEAS | (Grades 9-12) Develop claims 

and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly.
• IDEAS | (Grades 9-12) Identify strengths  

and limitations of both perspectives.
• ORGANIZATION | Organize reasons  

and evidence logically. 
• ORGANIZATION | Create cohesion  

among the claim, reasons, and evidence. 
• VOICE | Maintain a formal style and 

objective tone.
• ORGANIZATION | Provide a concluding 

statement tied to the argument 
presented.

INFORMATIVE WRITING
• ORGANIZATION | Introduce a topic or  

text and preview what is to follow.
• ORGANIZATION | Organize ideas, 

concepts, and information into broader 
categories. 

• IDEAS | Develop the topic (e.g., with facts, 
definitions, quotes, examples, etc.).

• ORGANIZATION | Use appropriate and 
varied transitions to clarify relationships 
among ideas and concepts.

• WORD CHOICE | Use precise language/
domain-specific vocabulary. 

• VOICE | Maintain a formal style and 
objective tone.

• ORGANIZATION | Provide a concluding 
statement or section.

TEACH THE WRITING SKILLS

SKILLS LISTED ARE COPIED FROM THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS. TRAIT LABELS HAVE BEEN ADDED.  |  SMEKENS EDUCATION

NARRATIVE WRITING
• IDEAS | Recount or  

narrate an experience.
• IDEAS | (Grade 2) 

Elaborate on events  
with details.

• ORGANIZATION 

Put events in order.
• ORGANIZATION | Signal 

order with temporal words.
• IDEAS | (Grade 2) Include 

character actions, 
thoughts, & feelings.

• ORGANIZATION  
(Grades 1-2) Provide a 
sense of closure.

 GRADES K-2  GRADES 3-6  GRADES 7-12

EXPLICITLY STATED WITHIN THE LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

STEP 2A  |  TELL THE CHILDREN STEP 2B  |  SHOW THE CHILDREN

S T E P  1   INTRODUCE

S T E P  2   INSTRUCT

S T E P  3   INTERACT

S T E P  4   CLOSE

DISCUSSION 
POINTS

Review each mini-lesson 
step individually.

• What is validating about 
that step?

• What do you need to 
START doing?

• What do you need to 
TWEAK or STOP doing?
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