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EPISODE 2 | Four steps of best-practice mini-lessons
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A MINI-LESSON Is:

* TIER 1INSTRUCTION,
as it's a grade-
level skill delivered
to the whole class.

« STANDARDS-
BASED, as it targets
a specific skill
outlined within
the Language Arts
Writing Standards.

« “MINI," as it lasts
10-15 minutes.

* NARROWLY
FOCUSED, as it
addresses a
single skill.

« STRATEGIC, as it
describes how to
do a writing skill.

STEP1 INTRODUCE

DISCUSSION QQ
POINTS

Review each mini-lesson

STEP 2 INSTRUCT
STEP 2A | TELL THE CHILDREN

STEP 2B | SHOW THE CHILDREN

step individually.
« What is validating about
that step?
+ What do you need to
START doing?
+ What do you need to
TWEAK or STOP doing?

NEXT STEPS

BABY STEP: When
modeling the FIRST
example of any writing skill

STEP 3 INTERACT

this week, be intentional to:

+ Do ALL of the work
yourself. (Don't let
students help you.)

 Think Aloud, sharing your
step-by-step thought
process.

BIGGER STEP: Identify 2
writing skills that you will

STEP 4 CLOSE

teach in the near future.
Plan out the 4 steps BEFORE
delivering the lessons.
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