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TYPICAL 

INFORMATIVE 

GENRES

SUMMARIES highlight only 
the big ideas and most 
important information.

EXPLANATIONS answer  
a specific question.

LETTERS communicate 
information to an  
individual, organization,  
or business. 
 

DIRECTIONS provide 
a sequenced set of 
information.

RESEARCH reports 
information drawing  
from multiple sources.

ESSAYS dive into a broad 
topic, providing specific 
information.

COMPARE-CONTRAST 
presents information about 
two or more topics or texts.

INFORMATIVE WRITING SKILLS 
EPISODE 3 | Essential skills to teach young writers

GRADES K-5

Possible mini-lesson skills:

S K I L L  # 1   INTRODUCE THE TOPIC S K I L L  # 2   PROVIDE FACTS & DETAILS

Write a topic sentence.

Write a 1-2 word topic-title and orally 
state the topic in a complete sentence.

Precede the topic sentence with background information. 
• 1-2 sentences about the broader subject.
• 1-2 sentences to summarize the text(s).
• 1-2 sentences to define key vocabulary.

Possible mini-lesson skills:

Close-up and 
tiny details  
of the topic

Accurate 
details— size, 
shape, color

People with 
shapes

People with 
clothing and 
accessories

Setting details  
behind the 
topic

DRAWING LABELING  

& LISTING

Nouns— 
people, 
places, parts

Expert 
vocabulary

Adjectives— 
color, 
sensory 
description

Verbs— 
actions, 
uses 
movements

SENTENCE WRITING

Names— examples, types, 
brands, breeds, proper nouns

Numbers— quantity, age 
date, time, measurement

Description— precise 
adjectives, sensory details, 
action verbs

Vocabulary words with 
simple explanations or 
definitions

Quoted or paraphrased 
evidence from text

Orally state the topic in a complete 
sentence.

ORAL 

WRITING

Draw the topic and orally state the topic 
in a complete sentence.

DRAWING

Draw & label the topic and orally state 
the topic in a complete sentence.

LABELING  

& LISTING

Stretch the title into a complete sentence.SENTENCE 

WRITING
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S K I L L  # 3   ORGANIZE THE INFORMATION

S K I L L  # 4   CONCLUDE OR CLOSE THE WRITING

Possible mini-lesson skills:

Organize the details for the middle/body in two separate steps.

SEQUENCE

STEP 1—  LIST ALL DETAILS STEP 2—  GROUP RELATED DETAILS DEPENDING ON THE INFORMATIVE GENRE

CATEGORIES COMPARISONS

Possible mini-lesson skills:

NEXT STEPS
BABY STEP: Review 
the state standards for 
informative writing at your 
grade level. What skills  
had you OVERLOOKED and/
or MISINTERPRETED before 
watching this video?

BIGGER STEP: Plan 
a 4-step mini-lesson 
for each of the four 
informative skills 
described in this video.

DISCUSSION 
POINTS

Identify facets of informative 
writing that were KNOWN to 
you versus those NEW to you.

Discuss the potential BENEFITS 
of ALL grades targeting the 
same core elements, before 
introducing more advanced 
skills at the upper levels. How 
might this impact:

• TEACHERS?
• STUDENTS?
• CURRICULUM?

ORAL 

WRITING

DRAWING

LABELING  

& LISTING

Restate the topic sentence using slightly different 
words and sentence structure. Follow with:

SENTENCE 

WRITING

Orally restate the 
topic sentence.

OPTION 1
Include a summary 
sentence, succinctly 
reviewing the key 
points explained in 
the middle.

OPTION 2 
Offer the reader some 
“good news” regarding  
the topic— advantage, 
benefit, hope, 
encouragement.

OPTION 3 
Provide a final 
thought by 
answering So, 

what’s your 

point?D
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