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TYPICAL 

INFORMATIVE 

GENRES

SUMMARIES highlight only the big ideas 
and most important information.

EXPLANATIONS answer a specific question.

LETTERS communicate information to an  
individual, organization, or business.

PROCEDURAL or process writing describes 
a sequenced set of information.

RESEARCH centers on information 
gleaned from multiple sources.

ESSAYS outline a topic’s ideas, problems, 
solutions, causes, &/or effects.

ANALYSES dive deeply into a specific  
facet of a text, providing a thorough 
dissection of it.

COMPARE-CONTRAST presents 
comparable information about two  
or more topics or texts.

INFORMATIVE WRITING SKILLS 
EPISODE 3 | Essential skills to teach writers

GRADES 6-12

Possible mini-lesson skills:

S K I L L  # 1   INTRODUCE THE TOPIC S K I L L  # 2   DEVELOP THE TOPIC

Possible mini-lesson skills:

Provide specific mini-lessons on the different types of information 

that writers include in order to elaborate on their topics.

There are lots of factors that play into MENTAL HEALTH.

Stress-management and self-care are important to maintaining 
MENTAL HEALTH in American teens today.

Substance abuse is often intertwined with today’s MENTAL HEALTH 
issues found among US teens.

NARROW THE TOPIC | Write a precise thesis statement, 
identifying the specific factors addressed within the piece.

PRECEDE THE THESIS with… 
• 1-2 sentences of background info on the topic.
• 1-2 sentences about relevant people or situations.
• 1-2 sentences on key vocabulary.
• 1-2 sentences to summarize the relevant text(s).

FOLLOW THE THESIS by 
previewing or hinting at 
the main points that will be 
discussed in the body.

THESIS STATEMENT

PRECEDE

FOLLOW

NAMES— people, 
titles, examples, 
types, brands, 
events, proper 
nouns, etc.

COMPARISONS— 
relate a new idea to 
a familiar concept

ANECDOTES— real or 
hypothetical stories 
that illustrate a point

DEFINITIONS—  
relevant terms with 
simple explanations

TEXT EVIDENCE—   
a direct quote or 
paraphrase

EXPLANATION— 
connect the text 
evidence by 
elaborating on its point

NUMBERS—  
quantities, 
dates, times, 
measurements, 
percentages, etc.

DESCRIPTION—  
precise adjectives, 
sensory details, 
action verbs, etc.

Early intervention programs in American schools play a crucial role 
in addressing MENTAL HEALTH issues among young people today.
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S K I L L  # 3   ORGANIZE THE INFORMATION

S K I L L  # 4   CONCLUDE THE WRITING

Possible mini-lesson skills:

Organize the details for the body paragraphs based on the informative writing genre and its text structure.

Possible mini-lesson skills:

NEXT STEPS
BABY STEP: Review 
the state standards for 
informative writing at your 
grade level. What skills  
had you OVERLOOKED and/
or MISINTERPRETED before 
watching this video?

BIGGER STEP: Plan a 4-step 
mini-lesson for each of 
the four informative skills 
described in this video.

DISCUSSION POINTS

Identify facets of informative 
writing that were KNOWN to you 
versus those NEW to you.

Discuss the potential BENEFITS of 
ALL grades targeting the same 
core elements, before introducing 
more advanced skills at the upper 
levels. How might this impact:

• TEACHERS?
• STUDENTS?
• CURRICULUM?

RESTATE THE THESIS using different 
words and sentence structure. 

OPTION 1—
Include a SUMMARY SENTENCE, succinctly 
reviewing the key points explained in the middle.

OPTION 2—
Offer the reader some “GOOD NEWS” regarding  
the topic— advantage, benefit, hope, encouragement.

OPTION 3— 
Answer the SO, WHAT? to make a final point.

FOLLOW with any option or a combination:

THESIS STATEMENT

FOLLOW 

MOST INFORMATIVE genres organize the details 
into categories or classifications— by subtopic, 
reason, problem, solution, cause, effect, part, 
facet, etc. 

CATEGORIES SEQUENCE

PROCEDURAL or process writing presents 
its details in chronological order— first, 
second, etc. 

COMPARISONS

COMPARE-CONTRAST writing organizes details into 
rows of comparable categories or subtopics.
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