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BUILD RUBRICS WITH WRITERS 
EPISODE 4 | Kid-Friendly Writing Rubrics

GRADES K-2

• Identifies the goal. 

• Honors writer progress.

• Reveals the next steps.

• Includes multiple levels.

• Describes criteria explicitly.

• Assesses standards— language conventions & idea expression.

• Utilizes visual assets, making it easy to comprehend.

• Includes concrete examples depicting the levels.

• Generated with students. 

• Starts with basic criteria that grows as students learn more.

• Customized per classroom. 

• Includes kid-friendly language.

• Used by students to self-assess and make improvements.

• Used by teachers to assess products and drive instruction.

Characteristics of an Instructional Rubric

CRITERIA 
describes 

previously-
taught skills 

evident in 
each level.

EXAMPLES 
on the same 
topic depict 

the levels.

LEVELS 
honor the 

lowest & 
nudge the 

highest.

* The rubric above is only an example. Use your own students’ writings to determine criteria appropriate for your class.

• Detailed people
• All colored in
• Draw with shapes
• 2 or more colors

• All colored in
• Draw with shapes
• 2 or more colors

• Draw with shapes
• 2 or more colors

• Draw with shapes
• 1 color

• 1 color
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Discuss how you 
currently provide 
students FEEDBACK 

TO IMPROVE their 
writing.

• Teacher-writer 
conferences?

• Writing checklists?
• Writing rubrics?

BABY STEP: Make 
space within your 
classroom to post 
a Class Writing 
Rubric. (Remember 
to put it low enough 
for your students to 
see and touch.)

BIGGER STEP: 

Collect all-by-
yourself writing 
to determine the 
high, middle, low 
levels needed for 
a class writing 
rubric. 

STEP 1: Collect authentic writing samples from your students. 

STEP 2: Sort student writing into high, middle, and low piles. 

STEP 3: List the qualities of the highest examples. 

STEP 4: List the qualities of the lowest examples. 

STEP 5: Blend the qualities to establish middle-level criteria.

B E F O R E

THE LESSON

STEP 6: Refine 
the criteria 

before 
introducing 

the rubric to 
students.

• List only skills you have taught/reviewed this year.

• Revise wording to describe what IS included.

• Edit down to the fewest words.

• Separate skills into individual bullets.

• Indicate NEW expectations per level with color.

DISCUSSION 
POINTS

NEXT 
STEPS

* The rubric below is only an example. Use your own students’ 
writings to determine criteria appropriate for your class.Our Class Writing Rubric

• 2-3 sentences

• I  is capitalized

• Period  .

• Capital at the beginning

• Spaces

• Word-Wall Words

• Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d

• With or without a picture

• 1-2 sentences

• Period  .

• Capital at the beginning

• Spaces

• Word-Wall Words

• Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d

• Close-up details

• All colored in

• Draw with shapes

• Detailed people 

• 2 or more colors

• Many word labels

• Word-Wall Words

• Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d

• Close-up details

• All colored in

• Draw with shapes

• Detailed people 

• 2 or more colors

• Word label

• Close-up details

• All colored in

• Draw with shapes

• Detailed people 

• 2 or more colors

• Letter labels

• Close-up details

• All colored in

• Draw with shapes

• Detailed people 

• 2 or more colors

D E L I V E R

THE LESSON

Discuss the 
potential 
IMPACT & any 

CONCERNS 
to building a 
customized 
instructional 
rubric with your 
students.D
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