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GRADES PK-2

GROW KID-FRIENDLY RUBRICS
EPISODE 7 | Update the class writing rubric all year long

**
EPISODE 4 reveals how to build or start 
up an initial writing rubric with students. 

EPISODE 7 addresses how to raise the 
writing expectations throughout the 
year while respecting the diverse range 
of writing abilities in your classroom.

• To define levels of “good” writing with simple language and age-appropriate writing samples.

• To support students’ self-assessment of what is and is not included within their own writing. 

• To provide a specific list of what to add, delete, or change in order to improve their writing.

PURPOSES OF Kid-Friendly Writing Rubrics

W H A T
TO ADD IN A NEW LEVEL

• Increase expectations 
based on 1-3 skills they 
have been taught and 
have practiced.

• Include parallel 
criteria to emphasize 
that writing skills are 
cumulative. 

* The rubric depicted is only an 
example. Use your own students’ 
writings to determine criteria 
appropriate for your class.

W H E R E
TO ADD A NEW LEVEL

• 2-3 sentences
• I is capitalized
• Period
• Capital at the beginning
• Spaces
• Word-Wall Words
• Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d
• With or without picture

• 1-2 sentences
• Period
• Capital at the beginning
• Spaces
• Word-Wall Words
• Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d
• With or without picture

• Words on a line
• Word-Wall Words
• Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d
• Close-up details
• All colored in
• Detailed people
• 2 or more colors

• Many word labels
• Close-up details
• All colored in
• Detailed people
• 2 or more colors

• Letter labels
• Close-up details
• All colored in
• Detailed people
• 2 or more colors

• New skills

• Skills from 
previous 
levels

• Include skills that 
fall under Language 

Foundations and Idea 

Development.

• Create a parallel writing 
sample that exhibits all 
of the criteria for that 
new level. 

• Concepts of print

• Letter formation 

• Words on a line

• Spaces

• Word-Wall Words

• Phonetic spelling

• Capitals

• Punctuation

WRITING SKILLS LISTED IN STATE STANDARDS

LANGUAGE 
FOUNDATIONS

• Expression of own ideas in pictures &/or words

• Multiple details

• Logical order

• Title

IDEA DEVELOPMENT
• Beginning

• Ending

• Transitions

Writing

Sample
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H O W
TO REVEAL A NEW LEVEL

BABY STEP: Review ALL of your 
grade-level writing standards. 
Create a specific list of independent 
writing skills expected by the end of 
the year. (Execute this individually 
and then as a grade-level team.)

BIGGER STEP: Identify 2-3 recently-
taught skills. Guide students 
through a rubric update.

DISCUSSION POINTS NEXT STEPS

1. Gather students near the current rubric.

2. Review the current rubric starting with Level 1. Point 
to evidence of each skill in the writing sample. 

3. Move to Level 2, emphasizing the added 
expectations and their application in the writing 
sample.

4. Repeat this process for all rubric levels.

5. Identify NEW writing skills you have taught that  
are NOT on the class rubric. Announce that it’s  
time to add them. It’s time to Level Up!

7. Reveal the newest level (e.g., Level 6) and post it  
to the right of the previous version.

8. Point out the skills that carry over from the  
previous level (e.g., Level 5).

9. Highlight the new skills that are part of this next 
level. Connect each skill to previous instruction.

10. Identify evidence of the new expectations  
within the corresponding writing sample.

11. Make it clear that the newest level is NOT an 
expectation for everyone today. The goal is only 
that each student is working to move up to his  
own “next” level.

12. Review how students are to use the rubric during 
independent writing time. (Review Episode 4.)

CONDUCT A RUBRIC-UPDATE LESSON. 

* The rubric depicted here is only an example. 
Use your own students’ writings to determine 
criteria appropriate for your class.

It is time to
level up!

• 2-3 sentences
• I is capitalized
• Period
• Capital at the beginning
• Spaces
• Word-wall Words
• Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d
• With or without picture

• 1-2 sentences
• Period
• Capital at the beginning
• Spaces
• Word-wall Words
• Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d
• With or without picture

• Words on a line
• Word-wall Words
• Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d
• Close-up details
• All colored in
• Detailed people
• 2 or more colors

• Many word labels
• Close-up details
• All colored in
• Detailed people
• 2 or more colors

• Letter labels
• Close-up details
• All colored in
• Detailed people
• 2 or more colors

• New skills
• Skills from 

previous levels

•  2-3 sentences
•  I is capitalized
•  Period
•  Capital at the beginning
•  Spaces
•  Word-Wall Words
•  Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d
•  With or without picture

W H E N
TO ADD A NEW LEVEL

APRIL

Level up

FEBRUARY

Level up

MARCH

Level up

DECEMBER

Level up

JANUARY

Level up

NOVEMBER

Level up

AUGUST SEPTEMBER

Level up

Build rubric

OCTOBER

Level up

Level up

• Add one new level every 3-4 weeks. (NOTE: 
It’s common to add levels more frequently 
at the start of the year.)

• When a couple of students consistently 
achieve the highest level, use this as a 
signal to raise the rubric expectations.

• 4-8 sentences
• End marks  .  !  ?
•  Capital at the beginning
•  I is capitalized
•  Spaces
•  Word-Wall Words
•  Big words s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d
•  With or without picture

What have 
you tried 
since viewing 
Episode 4? 
SHARE YOUR 
EXPERIENCES 
on building 
kid-friendly 
rubrics.

Discuss the idea that individual 
classroom rubrics can start at different 
places and grow at different paces. 

• What are the ADVANTAGES of this?
• What are the potential 

DISADVANTAGES?
• How can grade-level teachers ensure 

that they are all moving toward the 
same END-OF-YEAR EXPECTATIONS?

Discuss the value of rubric 
criteria including SKILLS that fall 
under concepts of print and idea 
development. LIST SKILLS that 
you have taught this year that 
fall under IDEA DEVELOPMENT. 
(HINT: These are detailed within 
the persuasive, informative, and 
narrative writing standards.)D
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