
TEXT-DEPENDENT QUESTIONS

How does the relationship between Eddie and Mrs. V 
contribute to the probable death of Armand?
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GENERAL UNDERSTANDINGS KEY DETAILS, MAIN IDEA & THEME RELATIONSHIPS & DEVELOPMENT

Phase 1 Reading— Targeting Key Ideas, Details, & Textual Support

2.  DURING READING: Based on ¶1-6, what do we 
know about Eddie’s character at this point?

3. AFTER READING: What is Eddie’s reaction to 
Mrs. V’s missing bird in ¶10-11?

6.  AFTER READING: What do we know about the 
relationship between Eddie and Mrs. V? 

7.  AFTER READING: How does the setting play a 
role in Eddie’s choices?

1.  DURING READING: Based on ¶1-2, why is carpet 
fitting such a hard job? 

5.  AFTER READING: Based on ¶1-2, what problems 
does Eddie have? Which is the biggest?

4.  AFTER READING: What does Eddie learn/realize 
by the end of the story? 
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Phase 2 Reading— Targeting Craft, Organization, & Structural Elements
VOCABULARY, WORDS & PHRASES TEXT STRUCTURE & ORGANIZATION PURPOSE, PERSPECTIVE & POINT OF VIEW

10.  What is Eddie motivated by?

11.  Does Eddie ever lie to Mrs. V? 

12.  What does the reader learn about Eddie 
and Mrs. V based on their interaction/con-
versation in ¶8-11?

14. Does the author provide any evidence that 
Mrs. V may have contributed to the para-
keet’s alleged death?

15. How would this story be different if it was 
told from Mrs. V’s perspective?

8.  What tone is established in ¶1? How does the 
author accomplish this effect?

9. Reread ¶1 and explain the literal and figurative 
meanings of “walk all over.”

13. Reread ¶11. How does this sentence fit into the 
text as a whole? 
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Phase 3 Reading— Targeting Synthesis, Connection, & Integration of Ideas  
MEDIA LITERACY, FORMAT & VISUAL FEATURES ARGUMENT & EVALUATION TEXT-TO-TEXT COMPARISONS

16.  Would the story be as effective if the missing 
item had been the TV remote or an expensive 
watch, rather than a parakeet?

17.  What do you expect Eddie to do the next time 
he sees a lump under a client’s carpet? What are 
your reasons for this belief?


