
Sentence length impacts the message

Late for the bus

Getting in line for recess

Frustrated at sibling

Told “no” when wanting something

Angry dog chasing you

Running to the car in a thunderstorm

Taking a timed test

Rushing to restroom between classes

Playing a fast-action video game

Riding in the car on a long trip

Watching a boring event

Floating on a raft 

Staring at a campfire

Cuddling a cat/bunny/soft creature

Sleeping in on a Saturday morning

Painting your nails

Relaxing while listening to music

Reading a book

Put SLOW • CALM • 
THOUGHTFUL

moments in LONG sentences

Narrative
Create a basic plot
Make something happen to someone

Essentials 

Sequence time & events
Connect action with transitions

IDEAS

ORGANIZATION

Describe the action
Use sensory details to develop key moments

Set the right mood

WORD CHOICE

“Show” close-up details
Describe main character(s) & setting(s)  

Reveal character feelings & setting tone
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Hook & satisfy readers
Start & end the story intentionally

ORGANIZATION

VOICE

WORD CHOICE

Put FAST • INTENSE •
ANGRY • URGENT 

moments in SHORT sentences
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