
Janet had to hurry because the bus was coming. She heard 
the wheels squealing and saw the bus coming down the 
street. She ran out the door and down the drive to catch 
only the stench of lingering exhaust fumes. 

Narrative
Create a basic plot
Make something happen to someone

Essentials 

Sequence time & events
Connect action with transitions

IDEAS

ORGANIZATION

Describe the action
Use sensory details to develop key moments

Set the right mood

WORD CHOICE

“Show” close-up details
Describe main character(s) & setting(s)  

Reveal character feelings & setting tone
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Hook & satisfy readers
Start & end the story intentionally

ORGANIZATION

VOICE

WORD CHOICE

Janet had to hurry. The bus was coming. She heard its 
wheels squeal. She saw its yellow face. It turned down her 
street. She had no more time. She ran out the door and 
down the drive to catch only the stench of lingering  
exhaust fumes. 

ORIGINAL

REVISED

Put FAST • INTENSE •ANGRY • URGENT moments in SHORT sentences
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