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Utilizing tally marks, simply track the different writing experiences your students have each day/week. For each 
writing assignment given, tally mark how much choice students had in their topics, how far the piece was going 
through the writing process, what medium they used, and how long students were given to complete the piece. 
Monitor that you are building writers who can work in any situation, under any circumstance. 
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Some Digital Components: 
Part of the writing process is 
executed with paper and pencil 
(e.g., pre-write, self-editing, etc). 
Other parts of the process are 
done on a digital device (e.g., 
drafting, revision, publishing, 
etc.).

Paper and Pencil: From pre-
write to publication, all parts 
of the process are complet-
ed with paper and pencil. 
No digital components are 
included.

Created/Composed 
Digitally: All parts of the 
process are executed on a 
screen—from pre-writing 
to the final stages of editing 
and publishing. 
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Shared Choice: Teacher assigns 
some of the requirements; stu-
dents have some choice in others. 
i.e. Teacher announces students 
must each write a persuasive letter. 
To whom (audience) and about 
what (topic) are students’ individual 
choices.

Free Choice: Students individ-
ually select their own purposes 
(inform, entertain, persuade, 
etc.), audiences, and the topics 
to write about.

No Choice: Teacher assigns 
the prompt--- including the 
purpose, audience and topic 
of the writing. Students 
have no “choice.”

Focused Revision: Students 
revise but only a portion (i.e., the 
beginning, the “first reason,” etc.). 
A second way to focus revision 
is to target a trait. (i.e. Revise the 
entire piece for stronger word 
choice.) This helps the student 
focus his energies. 

Final Draft: The piece is draft, 
revised and edited— maybe 
even published. This process 
takes days, sometimes weeks. 

First Draft Only: A writing 
is written only through 
the first-draft stage. There 
might be discussion on “If 
you revised this piece, what 
would you do differently,” 
but students don’t actually 
make revision changes.

Short-Term Deadlines: These 
are pretty typical in classrooms. 
The teacher announces “The 
final draft of the report is due 
Friday”; or “Everyone will turn 
in three first-draft poems on 
Thursday; or “You will submit 
one finished story at the end of 
the grading period.”

Timeless: A lot of writing that 
“real writers” do is timeless. It’s 
dabblings, first starts, an oppor-
tunity to practice writing tech-
niques. Much of this writing has 
no “deadline.” It isn’t turned in. 
It’s timeless writing.

One-Sitting Writings: Like 
ISTEP, there need to be times 
when students start & finish a 
first draft in the same sitting. If 
all their experiences of writing 
in the classroom include mul-
tiple days to write one piece, 
an ISTEP prompt will shock 
them.


