Harriet Tubman

Harriet Tubman didn't take no stuff
Wasn't scared of nothing neither

Didn't come in this world to be no slave
And wasn't going to stay one either

"Farewell!" she sang to her friends one night
She was mighty sad to leave 'em

But she ran away that dark, hot night

Ran looking for her freedom

She ran to the woods and she ran through the woods
With the slave catchers right behind her

And she kept on going till she got to the North
Where those mean men couldn't find her

Nineteen times she went back South

To get three hundred others

She ran for her freedom nineteen times
To save Black sisters and brothers

Harriet Tubman didn't take no stuff
Wasn't scared of nothing neither :
Didn't come in this world to be no slave’
And didn't stay one either '

And didn't stay one either

- Eloise Greenfield



When We Sold the Tent

by Rhina P. Espaillat

When we sold the tent

we threw in the Grand Canyon
with its shawl of pines,

lap full of cones and chipmunks

and crooked seams of river.

We let them have the

parched white moonscapes of Utah,
and Colorado's

magnificat of flowers

sunbursting hill after hill.

Long gentle stretches

of Wyoming, rain outside
some sad Idaho

town where the children, giddy

with strange places, clowned all night.

Eyes like small veiled moons
circling our single light, sleek
shadows with pawprints,

all went with the outfit; and

youth, a river of campfires.
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FRIDAY, 23 FEBRUARY, 2007
Poem: "The Invention of Fractions" by Jessica Goodfellow, from A Pilgrim's Guide to Chaos in the Heartland.
The Invention of Fractions

God himself made the whole numbers: everything else
is the work of man.

—TLeopold Kronnecker

God created the whole numbers:

the first born, the seventh seal,

Ten Commandments etched in stone,

the Twelve Tribes of Israel —

Ten we've already lost —

forty days and forty nights,

Saul's ten thousand and David's ten thousand.
'‘Be of one heart and one mind' —

the whole numbers, the counting numbers.

It took humankind to need less than this;
to invent fractions, percentages, decimals.
Only humankind could need the concepts
of splintering and dividing,

of things lost or broken,

of settling for the part instead of the whole.

Only humankind could find the whole numbers,
infinite as they are, to be wanting;

though given a limitless supply,

we still had no way

to measure what we keep

in our many-chambered hearts.
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