Utilize QAR Principles
within Content-Area Text and Graphics
Students need to read not only sentences and paragraphs, but they should also be able to
read and comprehend information within text features, too (e.g., graphs, charts, captions,
etc.). However, students should be able to glean more than just simple facts from content
area information.
Introduce the concepts of QAR (Question-Answer-Relationship). Teach students to take
note of the different types of questions that can be created from a text or graphic. For
many students it never occurred to them that there was anything other than an obvious,
right-there question to ask.
1. Right There Questions.
Literal questions that can be answered in one spot within the reading. These are easy
questions that are answered right there in the reading. They are typically fast and easy to
answer.
2. Think and Search Questions.
Also explain that some questions are answered by putting together several snippets of information from the text and/or text features. They won’t find them in one spot but rather
have to look through several chunks of information. It’s all there in the reading, but it
requires students to search a little bit.
3. Author and Me.
Then move on to the most difficult of questions—inferential questions. Explain to students that these questions are not answered directly word-for-word within the reading
but require them to apply what they read with their own thinking. They need to formulate
a reasonable response, one that is based on the ideas presented by the author/the text.
NOTE: For the math teacher, many graphs can be used to solve math problems. When
using the information from a graph (considered to be the author’s text) and having to apply your own thinking and problem solving to deduce an answer, then it’s considered an
Author and Me question. These are high-level thinking questions.
Using the following 2-page science passage on hurricanes, notice how each of these questions targets a different type of QAR. (Answers on page 4 of this downloadable document.)
• Right There Question: How do hurricanes lose power?
• Think and Search Question: What are 3 specific negative effects of hurricanes, according to the text?
• Author and Me Question: How much faster is a Category 1 Hurricane than a lowlevel tropical storm? Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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ANSWERS
Right There Question: How do hurricanes lose power?
A hurricane loses strength quickly after it moves over land or colder water. (See the first
paragraph on p.219.)

Think and Search Question: What are 3 specific negative effects of hurricanes, according to the text?
Hurricanes cause a loss of sand from dunes and beaches (see the dissected diagram at the
bottom of p.218). Second, the rain from a hurricane can mix with soil and cause mud slides
(see the first paragraph on p.219). A third negative effect is the storm surges that create massive flooding (see the second paragraph on p.219).

Author and Me Question: How much faster is a Category 1 hurricane than a
low-level tropical storm? Support your answer with evidence from the text.
The chart at the top of p.218 states that a Category 1 hurricane is identified at 119 kilometers
per hour. Using the text box at the bottom of p.219, it states that a tropical storm is identified
when it hits a minimum 63 kilometers per hour. Using those two facts from the text, subtract
119-63 to conclude that a tropical storm becomes an official hurricane when it moves 56 kph
faster.
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